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Lynette Wallworth’s Awavena selected for the 
Venice International Film Festival 

 
AWAVENA, the new Virtual Reality film from Australian artist and director Lynette Wallworth will 
screen at the upcoming Venice International Film Festival, following a successful premiere at the 
Sundance Film Festival earlier in the year.  
 
The film is the second in a series of mixed-reality works by Lynette Wallworth and producer Nicole 
Newnham and follows the Yawanawa people of the Amazon.  
 
The screening at Venice will include a new extension to the work that screened at Sundance, The 
Blessing Space. 
 
Grainne Brunsdon, Acting Executive Director, Create NSW said “We are delighted that Lynette 
Wallworth’s visionary work has been selected for Venice. AWAVENA is a remarkable project from a 
dynamic female filmmaking team and we have enjoyed supporting Lynette and Nicole throughout the 
process. Lynette was selected as the inaugural recipient of the Sydney UNESCO City of Film Award 
in 2016 for her work and, with this latest project, she continues to create innovative work with the 
potential to connect powerfully with audiences”.  
 
AWAVENA was made at the invitation of, and in intimate collaboration with, the Yawanawa people 
during a time of both peril and potential for the people, their forest, and the connected ecosystems 
that drive the planet. Lynette Wallworth is recognised as a leader working in new and emerging 
technologies and was invited to the Amazon by Tashka Yawanawa, chief of the Yawanawa people, 
when he saw her previous VR film COLLISIONS and recognized a spiritual compatibility with her. 
 
Lynette Wallworth said “I am beyond excited that AWAVENA and the new extension to the work, The 
Blessing Space, has been selected to be in the VR competition for the 75th Venice Film Festival.  
 
“It's gratifying to see eminent film festivals inviting the swiftly developing form of VR into competition.   
 
“AWAVENA has an incredibly powerful story at its heart; a crucially relevant narrative of Indigenous 
cultural revival in the Brazilian Amazon, arising from female empowerment. It’s been supported by a 
coalition of international partners-including gracious support from Create NSW and Screen Australia, 
plus a residency at the Technicolor Experience Centre through Sundance New Frontiers,” Ms 
Wallworth said. 
 
The AWAVENA story is essentially being gifted to the world by the Yawanawa people via 
technologies they perceived could best represent their unique world view. It’s been a joy to make and 
we can’t wait for it to be experienced in Venice," said Ms Wallworth. 
 
AWAVENA will screen in competition throughout the Venice Film Festival from 29 August – 8 
September 2018. 
 
The project received $80,000 in funding from the NSW Government through Create NSW. 
 
For more information on the film: http://www.awavenavr.com 


