
 

   

       
 

 
Thursday, 15 February 2018 

 

Regional NSW arts strengthened by $450,000 
strategic partnerships fund 
 
Create NSW has announced funding of $450,000 to support four strategic partnership programs that 
will stimulate strong and diverse arts and cultural activity in regional NSW. 
 
The 2017/18 Regional Partnerships funding will bring to life community arts and cultural 
development, visual arts, multi-artform and theatre partnerships across the Illawarra, Richmond-
Tweed, Central West and Northern NSW regions. 
 
The supported organisations cover a Beyond Empathy project in the Lismore region, Cementa Inc 
working across Kandos and Bingara, Merrigong Theatre Company in Wollongong and a New 
England Regional Art Museum partnership to occur in Armidale and Myall Creek. 
 
Create NSW CEO Michael Brealey said that the four projects showed strong strategic collaborations 
across a mix of local government authorities, public, private and community organisations that would 
create lasting legacies in their respective areas. 
 
“The supported partnerships involve a great number of organisations working together across 
multiple regions to make an impact through a broad scope of thoughtful and inclusive artistic projects. 
 
“From residencies and the artistic exploration of Aboriginal histories, to a public art project and 
professional development opportunities for actors with disability, the projects span a diverse range 
of topics and will provide opportunities for regional employment. 
 
“I am very happy to see such collaboration across regional NSW communities and am particularly 
impressed that the projects show strong support for underrepresented groups across the state,” Mr 
Brealey said. 
 
ENDS 
 
Please see next page for more information on the funded partnerships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The funded partnerships are: 
 
Beyond Empathy Ltd ($150,000): Defiant is a partnership between Beyond Empathy and the 
Lismore Regional Gallery, focusing on young people affected by suicide. This multi-disciplinary 
public art project aims to disrupt risk-taking behaviour in young people from Lismore and the 
surrounding areas. Over two years participants will take to the streets of Lismore with stories from 
their lived experiences, creating large scale photo/text paste-ups, zines, moving images and pop-up 
dance performances.  
 
Other partners include Northern Rivers Performing Arts (NORPA), Arts Northern Rivers, 
Screenworks, Ngulingah Distance Education Program, Rekindling the Spirit, Jullums Aboriginal 
Medical Service, Intra Drug and Alcohol Service (The Buttery), Headspace, Youth 
Connections/Social Futures, YWCA and Rivers Secondary College. 
 
Cementa Inc ($150,000): An artist, farmer and a scientist walk into a bar... is a series of eight 
collaborative arts residencies involving artists, farmers, Aboriginal knowledge holders and scientists. 
The residencies and related public outcomes will be held in both Kandos and Bingara and will 
culminate in a two-day conference in late 2019. This two-year project builds networks in regional 
NSW around the themes of agriculture, environmentalism and rural economies, fostering dialogue 
and cooperation through boundary-crossing art practices. 
 
Key partners in this project are Cementa Inc, the Kandos School of Cultural Adaptation, The Living 
Classroom in Bingara, Starfish Initiatives and Arts North West and Orana Arts. 
 
Illawarra Performing Arts Centre Ltd for Merrigong Theatre Company ($70,000): Merrigong 
Theatre Company will partner with The Disability Trust to take its eight-year relationship to a new 
level, by establishing a performance-ready professional actors’ ensemble known for creating original 
theatre productions. Comprised of eight talented members from the Disability Trust’s Altogether 
Drama program, the actors’ ensemble will undertake weekly workshops, participate in intensive skill 
development workshops with guest creatives and develop smaller works for presentation as well as 
a new mainstage production for presentation in the 2020 Merrigong season. 
 
The two partners in this project are Wollongong’s Merrigong Theatre Company and The Disability 
Trust which is based in Wollongong and services the Southern Tablelands, South East Arts and ACT 
regions. 
 
New England Regional Art Museum ($80,000): Myall Creek and Beyond includes a program of 
exhibitions, public programs and a symposium that explores the history and ongoing impact of the 
1838 massacre of Aboriginal people at Myall Creek. The project will employ Indigenous curator 
Bianca Beetson along with a group of leading contemporary Aboriginal artists to work with the local 
community of Northern Regional NSW, to research and create new works exploring the issues and 
complexities of this historic event and its aftermath. 
 
Other partners include the Armidale and Region Aboriginal Art Centre and Keeping Place which will 
host an exhibition display of historical materials and research; the University of New England which 
will host and co-produce a related academic symposium; Beyond Empathy which will co-ordinate 
and deliver regional workshops with local communities and artists; and Arts North West which will 
coordinate regional community and education programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


