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Visual artist Jonathan Jones awarded $50k 
Create NSW & Artbank Fellowship 

 
Sydney-based visual artist Jonathan Jones has been named as the second annual Create NSW 
Visual Arts Fellow for mid-career/established artists at the launch of an exhibition showcasing the 
works of shortlisted artists at Artbank in Waterloo. 
 
Create NSW Director of Sector Investment Sophia Zachariou presented the Fellowship to Jonathan, 
who will receive a cash amount of $30,000 from Create NSW, a major Artbank commission of up to 
$20,000 and the opportunity to take up a five-week residency at one of the supporting NSW regional 
galleries. 
 
The Fellowship is awarded annually to provide a mid-career or established artist with the opportunity 
to undertake a self-directed program of professional development. It is supported by Artbank and 
delivered in partnership with the Murray Arts Museum Albury (MAMA), and the Tweed Regional 
Gallery & Margaret Olley Arts Centre in the Northern Rivers. 
 
For his professional development, Jonathan will centre research on the Wiradjuri philosophy of galing 
(water), aiming to strengthen existing Wiradjuri ideas around this subject and develop new 
knowledge. His research project will be site-specific and focus around one of the three key rivers in 
Wiradjuri country, the Murrambidya (or Murrumbidgee River) under the guidance of Wiradjuri elder 
Uncle Stan Grant Senior. 
 
Talking at the event, Sophia Zachariou commented, “Jonathan has a unique approach to his practice 
that forges a thoughtful connection between the cultural history of a site and his contemporary 
interpretation. Using this Fellowship, he has set out a very interesting program of development and 
along with our partner Artbank, I am excited to see where his journey will take him.” 
 
Jonathan said, “It is an honour to be recognised amongst such a group of talented artists, I feel 
very privileged to receive this Fellowship.” 
 
Fellow shortlisted artists Zanny Begg, Claire Healy and Sean Cordeiro, Eugenia Raskopoulos and 
Justene Williams were present at the launch, with the exception of Keg de Souza who is currently 
completing an NES Artist residency in Iceland.  
 
The exhibition will run at Artbank, 222 Young Street, Waterloo, Sydney until 16 February 
2018. 
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About Jonathan Jones: 

 

Jonathan Jones is a Sydney-based artist and a member of the Wiradjuri and Kamilaroi nations of south-east 
Australia who works across a range of mediums, from printmaking and drawing to sculpture and film. He 
creates site-specific installations and interventions into space that use light, subtle shadow and the repetition 
of shape and form to explore Aboriginal practices, relationships and ideas. Jones’s work champions local 
knowledge systems, is grounded in research of the historical archive and builds on community aspirations.  
 
At the heart of Jones’s practice is the act of collaborating and many projects have seen him work with other 
artists and communities. For several years Jones has worked with his Wiradjuri language through the 
support of and collaboration with Uncle Stan Grant Senior, on projects including the Wagga Wagga weaving 
welcome, 2013, with Wagga Wagga weavers, installed at Wagga Wagga Regional Airport; guguma guriin 
(black stump), 2015, at Performance Space, Sydney; guwiinyguliya yirgabiyi ngay yuwin.gu gulbalangidyal 
ngunhi (they made a solitude and called it peace), 2015, at the Bathurst Regional Art Gallery; barrangal 
dyara (skin and bones), 2016, Kaldor Public Art Projects; and Defying empire: 3rd National Indigenous Art 
Triennial, 2017, National Gallery of Australia. 
 
Program of Activity: Jonathan’s research project will be a professional development opportunity that 
centres on the Wiradjuri philosophy of galing (water), aiming to strengthen existing Wiradjuri ideas around 
this subject and develop new knowledge. It is aimed that work will focus on a site-specific installation at one 
of the three key rivers in Wiradjuri country, the Murrambidya or Murrumbidgee River. 
 
Jonathan’s professional development opportunity will involve research time with the Murrambidya and the 
local environment, working once again under the guidance of Wiradjuri elder Uncle Stan Grant Senior, who 
is based in Narrandera and is an expert in the Wiradjuri language. Uncle Stan’s work has been recognised 
with a Deadly Award, an Order of Australia and an Honorary Doctorate of Letters by Charles Sturt University. 
The pair have worked together on multiple occasions, including a major public artwork, the 2016 Kaldor 
Public Art Project, barrangal dyara (skin and bones), where Wiradjuri language was used through 
soundscape to express cultural identity and further support the language revival movement. 
 
For his program, Jonathan will combine interviews, soundscapes, drawings and locally sourced materials to 
create the project, mapping concepts of galing and highlighting Wiradjuri thinking and philosophy. Ideas of 
water as a cleansing force, a source of strength and a provider of life within a Wiradjuri worldview will be 
central to this project. It is envisaged that the project will happen on site, by the river, at important sites 
where Uncle Stan seeks reflection and inspiration, while working with local organisations such as The 
Narrandera Fisheries Centre (TBC). Along with the learning of language, traditional practices such as 
carving with river red gum and weaving with river rushes will also be re-awakened in order create an 
interconnected system of knowledge. 


