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SYDNEY WRITERS’ FESTIVAL LAUNCHED 
 

Some of the world’s finest poets, novelists and authors will take part in more than 340 
events this week as part of Australia’s premier literary event, the Sydney Writers’ Festival. 
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, said Sydney and its surrounds will come alive with 
discussion and debate during this week-long festival of literature and ideas. 
 
The NSW Government is supporting the festival with $417,380 this year as part of an 
ongoing commitment to 2015.  
 
“The Sydney Writers’ Festival is the largest annual literary festival in Australia and the 
fourth largest in the world. More than 500 of the world’s finest literary minds including 67 
international guests will come together this week to celebrate the art of storytelling,” Mr 
Souris said. 
 
“I am delighted to see The Sydney Writers’ Festival has doubled in size over the past 
seven years and is now more accessible than ever. This year there are a wide variety of 
events, including 50 in suburban and regional locations such as Parramatta, Wollongong, 
Campbelltown, Penrith, Castle Hill and the Blue Mountains. Half of these events are free 
to the public. 
 
“All week until Sunday people of all ages can enjoy a diverse range of literary events 
including talks, live storytelling, political discussions and workshops with an impressive 
array of the best local and international fiction and non-fiction writers. 
 
“I encourage anyone able to attend any of the fantastic events on offer this week to do so. 
The Sydney Writers’ Festival provides an opportunity to exchange creative ideas, educate 
ourselves and enjoy the many genres of the written word.” 
 
Mr Souris said there are many highlights to be found in this year’s program including: 
 

 Daniel Morden - one of the UK’s greatest storytellers, delivering the festival’s 2013 
opening address;  

 Anita Desai - dubbed ‘India’s greatest living writer’, discussing her body of work, 
with 2012 Man Booker finalist Deborah Levy;  

 An appearance by Hollywood film icon and fiction writer Molly Ringwald.  
 
“The festival continues to champion Australian writers such as Hannah Kent who wrote 
Burial Rites, Courtney Collins who is a Stella Prize nominee, and Archie Roach, an 
acclaimed musician and now illustrated song book author,” Mr Souris said. 
 
This year’s festival also features London Southbank Centre’s WOW – Women of the 
World – festival. WOW was created to celebrate the strength of women and girls and the 
Sydney Writers’ Festival with its rich discussion of ideas provides the perfect platform for 
their Australian launch. 
 
More information on the Sydney Writers’ Festival is available from www.swf.org.au  
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