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NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSEUM OF APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCES 
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, today announced Rose Hiscock as the new 
Director of the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences for the next five years starting 
from July 2013. 
 
Ms Hiscock takes over from Dr Dawn Casey, who held the position for the past five 
years. 
 
Mr Souris said Ms Hiscock, who was previously an executive director of the Australia 
Council for the Arts, would bring 18 years of cultural leadership experience to her new 
role. 
 
“I want to congratulate Ms Hiscock on her appointment to this exciting and challenging 
role at one of the State’s major cultural institutions,” Mr Souris said.   
  
“The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences celebrates Australian and world 
achievement in technology, design and innovation. It has a collection of more than 
500,000 objects valued at almost $400 million. 
 
“Ms Hiscock has been extensively involved in the cultural sector in Australia and 
internationally, working collaboratively to build audiences and markets. 
 
“She will provide strong leadership for the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, 
bringing strategic expertise and significant experience to the task of increasing visitor 
numbers and attracting audience participation from people of diverse backgrounds.”  
 
Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences Board of Trustees Chairperson, Professor John 
Shine AO also welcomed the appointment. 
 
“Ms Hiscock has substantial experience in the museums and cultural sector, including 
roles with the Australia Council for the Arts, the multi-venue Museum Victoria and the 
Melbourne Museum,” Professor Shine said. 
 
“The Board of Trustees looks forward to working with her to lead the development of 
the Museum’s profile in Australia and internationally.” 
 
Mr Souris also paid tribute to outgoing Director, Dr Dawn Casey, for her dedicated 
service to the Museum since March 2008. 
 
“I want to thank Dr Casey for her commitment to the Museum of Applied Arts and 
Sciences over the past five years. She has made a significant contribution to 
developing the direction of the Museum, revitalising its gallery spaces and bringing a 
series of highly popular exhibitions to the Powerhouse. 
 



 

 

“Today is a chance to not only celebrate the Museum’s past achievements under the 
leadership of Dawn Casey but also welcome in a new era for its cultural enhancement 
of Sydney and NSW.” 
 
 
Rose Hiscock Bio 
 
Rose Hiscock has worked in the cultural sector for more than twenty years. Her career 
has focused on building audiences for the arts. 
 
She is currently Executive Director Arts Development at the Australia Council, the 
Australian Government's arts funding and advisory body. In this role she is responsible 
for building knowledge, audiences and markets for Australian arts, nationally and 
internationally. 
 
Among her achievements at the Australia Council, Rose has led the process of reform 
to national touring for Australia’s performing arts and has been integrally involved in 
the development of a new Australian Pavilion at the Venice Biennale. She has also led 
a program of research to bring focus to Australian artists and audiences. 
 
Prior to joining the Australia Council Rose worked for Museum Victoria where she was 
responsible for significant commercial and audience growth across Museum Victoria’s 
highly successful venues; Melbourne Museum, Scienceworks, the Immigration 
Museum, IMAX Theatre Melbourne and the Royal Exhibition Building. Her diverse 
portfolio included the management of marketing and communications commercial 
operations across each of the Museum’s venues.  
 
As a strategic marketer Rose led Museum Victoria’s major rebranding process, which 
consolidated five independent venues into a family of brands. With a Commerce 
degree and strong business background, she doubled commercial profits for Museum 
Victoria. She is credited with helping Melbourne Museum deliver record visitation 
through exhibitions such as Tutankhamen – the highest grossing Museum exhibition in 
Australia.  
 
Rose is committed to building a vibrant and accessible arts sector. She is the past 
Chair of Back to Back Theatre, a highly successful theatre company with a full-time 
ensemble of actors considered to have an intellectual disability. 
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