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 Minister Announces Landmark Arts and Cultural Review 
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, today announced the appointment of a five-
member reference group to guide work on the State’s first Arts and Cultural Policy, 
and a complementary review of the Arts Funding Program. 
 
Mr Souris said the Arts and Cultural Policy will outline a 10-year vision for the sector.  
 
He also announced terms of reference for development of the policy (listed below).  
 
“This is a critical year for arts, culture and the creative industries in NSW. For the first 
time we will have a clear, articulated plan to build our competitive advantage in this 
sector and ensure NSW remains Australia’s creative capital,” Mr Souris said. 
 
“NSW’s arts and culture sector contributes around $4.5 billion to the State’s economy. 
The Arts and Cultural Policy will provide a strong foundation for ensuring the ongoing 
viability of the sector.” 
 
The Arts and Cultural Policy reference group comprises: 
 
• Chris Freeland, Chairman Sydney Film Festival, National Managing Partner, Baker 

& McKenzie 
• Professor Deborah Stevenson, University of Western Sydney 
• Scott Howie, Eastern Riverina Arts  
• Lisa Havilah, CEO, Carriageworks  
• Ben Quilty, artist, Trustee, AGNSW, 2011 Archibald Prize winner. 
 
Mr Freeland said the NSW Government’s commitment to develop the State’s first arts 
and culture policy reflects the importance of the sector. 
 
“This reference group will ensure the sector is closely involved in the policy process. 
It’s an honour to work with the NSW Government and NSW’s cultural institutions and 
its many and varied arts organisations, artists and practitioners, as well as the wider 
community in the development of this landmark policy.” 
 
Mr Souris said the reference group will guide development of the policy through a 
discussion paper which will be publicly-released next month. The group and the 
State’s cultural institutions will also provide specialist advice on the draft policy before 
it is finalised. 
 
“The Arts and Cultural Policy will provide the NSW Government with a strong platform 
to drive the growth and development of a professional, engaged and commercially 
sustainable sector in NSW.” 
 
He said the new policy, a key action of the Government’s NSW 2021 plan, will 
complement development of a Creative Industries Industry Action Plan this year.  
 



“The Arts and Cultural policy will be developed alongside a review of the Arts Funding 
Program to ensure that we have an effective, efficient, equitable and sustainable 
funding model to support artists and arts and cultural organisations across the State. 
 
“While this work is underway we’re continuing to support NSW’s vibrant arts and 
culture sector with guidelines for the NSW Government’s 2014 Arts Funding Program 
to be published shortly.” 
 
The review will inform recommendations for a revised 2015 Program shaped to meet 
contemporary needs, however it will not affect the 2014 program. Organisations on 
multi-year funding will be contacted directly regarding their individual circumstances to 
ensure stability in the sector. 
 
Information on the development of the Arts and Cultural Policy and the review of the 
Arts Funding Program along with terms of reference for both projects is available from 
www.arts.nsw.gov.au  
 

Terms of reference for the development of the Arts and Cultural Policy 

The Arts and Cultural Policy will outline a vision and 10-year strategy for arts and 
culture in NSW to 2022 including the development of practical goals and public 
reporting which will: 

 
• Set out clear actions to support creativity, inquiry, an inclusive arts and culture 

environment and enable sustainable growth and productivity for the arts and 
cultural sector;  

• Strengthen the public approach to arts and cultural investment, including better 
measurement and an improved evidence base; 

• Identify key performance indicators, progress and outcomes metrics and clear 
benchmarks for major initiatives. 

In developing the Arts and Cultural Policy, the following will be considered:   

 
• Trends, opportunities and challenges for growth and innovation in the arts and 

cultural sector;  
• Ways to improve services and products for the citizens of NSW, through 

outreach and an enhanced regional presence; 
• The effectiveness of funding and governance models across major programs 

and the broader arts and cultural sector, including the Arts Funding Program; 
• The contribution of NSW Cultural Institutions;  
• Ways to enhance business and development partnerships for arts and cultural 

investments, in line with the considerations of the State Infrastructure Strategy;   
• The integration and utilisation of government services and infrastructure;  
• The Visitor Economy Action Plan, and work of the Creative Industry and Digital 

Economy Taskforces. 
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