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SYDNEY ARTIST WINS 2011 PLEIN AIR ART PRIZE 
 

Rose Bay artist Noel McKenna has been named the winner of the 2011 NSW 
Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize valued at $50,000.  
 
At a gala dinner at Parliament House this evening (Wednesday 18 May), Arts Minister 
George Souris announced the artist had won the prize for his work My Backyard.   
 
“The annual acquisitive prize recognises a work featuring a NSW subject that is 
painted in the great Australian tradition of ‘en plein air’, where artists work outdoors,” 
Mr Souris said.    
 
“Noel’s McKenna’s 73 x 92 cm oil on plywood is a stunning depiction of the simplicity 
and beauty of his suburban backyard.    
 
“He was one of 38 finalists in the 2011 NSW Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize which 
includes a $20,000 cash prize from Allens Arthur Robinson and a cruise for two 
aboard an Orion Expedition Cruise up to the value of $30,000.  
 
“This year the prize attracted 260 entries from artists across the State, including well 
known artists such as Kerry Lester, Paul Ryan, Joe Frost and Euan Macleod. 
 
“I congratulate Noel McKenna on this success with his exceptional work My 
Backyard.”  
 
The judge of this year’s NSW Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize was Glenn Barkley, 
Curator at the Museum of Contemporary Art.  
 
“My Backyard stood out as it demonstrates that the idea of plein air painting need not 
just mean heading out into the urban or rural landscape but can be a consideration of 
the environment and the landscape most immediate to us,” Mr Barkley said.  
 
“McKenna’s work is playful tinged with a sense of pathos. The dog stands forlorn in 
the centre of the yard, looking back at his owner or up into the sky, and the neat rows 
of the vegetable garden look somewhat forlorn.  
 
“The work’s surreal details – the upside down spout on the watering can and the bird 
perched on the back fence, sing a note of hope and wonder to the scene.  
 
“His gentle twisting of what we might think of as a plein air tradition makes his a very 
unique approach and expands the context of plein air painting into more personal 
spheres.”  
 
Plein air was established in Australia during the late 1800s when the Impressionists 
left their studios to paint immersed in nature.   
  



Artists such as Arthur Streeton and Tom Roberts embraced the revolutionary idea of 
capturing on canvas the effects of sunlight on a subject at different times of the day.   
 
Now in its fourth year, the NSW Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize highlights this 
great and often overlooked aspect of Australian painting. 
  
The prize was set up to develop a collection of plein air paintings featuring NSW 
locations.  
 
Noel McKenna’s winning painting will join NSW Parliament’s permanent collection.   
 
The NSW Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize exhibition is on display at Parliament 
House until the end of May.  
 
The NSW Parliament Plein Air Painting Prize is sponsored by law firm Allens Arthur 
Robinson and Orion Expedition Cruises.  
 
 
 

     
 


