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Create NSW acknowledges the 
Aboriginal people across the State 
and their continued connection to their 
lands, waters and culture.

We respect Elders past and present and 
the roles that Aboriginal artists play in 
contributing to their culture. 

Always, Jacob Nash, Sydney Festival. Image: Victor Frankowski 3
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Key dates   

STAGE ONE NEW APPLICANTS ONLY DATES

STAGE 1: Expressions 
of Interest open

2 February 
2023   

STAGE 1: Expressions 
of Interest close

1 March 
2023

STAGE TWO ALL APPLICANTS  
(existing Multi-Year clients 
and approved EOI’s)   

DATES

STAGE 2: Applications open
June 2023  

(dates TBC) 

STAGE 2: Applications close
July 2023 

(dates TBC) 

Applications notified under 
embargo Late 2023

Program period: Calendar year
1 January 2025 
- 31 December

2028

Multi-Year Funding 
Multi-Year Funding for Arts & Cultural Organisations, including Local Government 
Authorities (LGAs)

Multi-Year Funding supports arts and cultural organisations to deliver, develop and 
present multiple arts and cultural activities over a 4-year period. Multi-Year Funding 
is an important function in supporting the longevity and sustainability of the leading 
independent arts and cultural organisations and LGAs in NSW. 

Funding will be for programs commencing 1 January 2025 and can contribute to any 
aspect of an organisation’s program.

Funding is available for a wide range of arts and cultural activity, including:

creation of new work, practice-based research, or professional development

production, exhibition, presenting, publishing, or recording, touring and festivals

promotion and marketing, market and/or audience development activity

 conservation and/or development of collections and archives (including 
Aboriginal Keeping Places and the digitisation of collections)

purchase of capital infrastructure for independent arts and cultural 
organisations (not LGAs)*

 partnerships, capacity building and sustainability.

*Local Government Authorities can only apply for funding for program activities,
excluding operational costs

Multi-Year funding is not available for:

 any period of the 4-year program already covered by pre-existing Create NSW 
Annual or Multi-Year funding arrangements

filmmaking, screen production, mainstream animation, or film festivals (see 
screen.nsw.gov.au for funding opportunities in this area)

operational costs for Local Government Authorities.

Other Funding Support
Other funding, such as Annual Organisation Program and Project funding is also 
available – visit the Create NSW website for more information create.nsw.gov.au

i

https://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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Key changes to the program 

KEY CHANGE 2019/20 AND  
2021/22 ACFP  

24/25 MULTIYEAR 
FUNDING- ARTS 
& CULTURAL 
ORGANISATIONS  

EOI only 
applicable to 
new multi-year 
clients

All multi-year 
applicants had to 
complete an EOI and 
full application

Existing multi-year clients 
will automatically progress 
to full application stage 
and will not complete an 
EOI

Local 
Government 
Authorities 
(LGAs) Funding

There was a separate 
LGA Round
LGAs could apply for 
one, two or three years

LGAs will now be eligible 
to apply in the ACFP 
Multi-Year – Arts & Cultural 
Organisation funding round  
Funding will be for a  
4-year period and will
align with other multi-year
funded organisations

Funding Term

Multiyear funding was 
for a 2+2 year period
Programs could be by 
financial or calendar 
years

Multi-year funding is for a 
4-year period
Programming aligned to 
calendar years beginning 
1 January 2025 and ending 
31 December 2028

Criteria 
responses 

Applicants were 
required to select a 
specific criterion 
for IMPACT

Impact criteria now 
includes social impact 
option

Dorr-e Dari  
PYT Fairfield. 

Image: Anna Kucera 5
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Need help with your application?

Application Support Resources are here to help you with your funding 
application, these include:

NSW Aboriginals Arts and Cultural Protocols 

FAQs

Create NSW staff can assist with any technical or guideline  enquiries and can 
be contacted between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday via: 

multiyear@create.nsw.gov.au for enquiries about guidelines

arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au for technical/SmartyGrants enquiries

(02) 8289 6520

 Scheduling a 15-minute online/phone meeting to speak to Create staff 
about the guidelines through this link.

Please refer to webinar and FAQs to assist you in completing your application. 
FAQs will be updated throughout the EOI and application period as required.

Emily Crockford hoarding 
design ‘Garden Pop Bid Bop’ 
commissioned by Lendlease 

for their Barangaroo hoarding.
 Image by Lendlease.

Accessibility, Inclusion and support 
Create NSW is committed to improving accessibility to the Arts & Cultural 
Funding Program.  

If you are an applicant with disability or who is d/Deaf, and you require this 
information in a format which is accessible to you, or if you require this 
information in another language, you can contact us on (02) 8289 6520  
between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday (except on public holidays):

The National Relay Service numbers are:

TTY users: Phone 133 677 then ask for (02) 8289 6520.

Speak and Listen users: Phone 1300 555 727 then ask for (02) 8289 6520.

Accessible Arts
You may also contact the peak arts and disability organisation for NSW, 
Accessible Arts.

(02) 9251 6499

 info@aarts.net.au 

Create NSW staff are 
available to provide 
information to potential 
applicants on the 
interpretation of these 
Guidelines, including the 
types of organisations eligible 
for funding and advice on the 
application process.

Create NSW staff cannot help 
directly with your application 
or edit/correct any 
applications. Please contact 
staff well before the closing 
dates. Late submissions will 
not be accepted.

Note
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https://aarts.net.au/
mailto:info@aarts.net.au
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/category/funding-and-support/resources-for-funding-applicants/
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aboriginal-Art-and-Culture-Protocols-interactive-1.pdf
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/resources-for-funding-applicants/how-to-apply-guide-and-fact-sheets/
mailto:multiyear%40create.nsw.gov.au%20?subject=
mailto:arts.funding%40create.nsw.gov.au%20?subject=
https://www.picktime.com/creatensw
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/resources-for-funding-applicants/create-connects-webinars/


24/25 MULTI-YEAR FUNDING 

KEY DATES

OVERVIEW

APPLICATION HELP

STAGE ONE– EOI ELIGIBILITY

STAGE ONE– EOI ASSESSMENT

STAGE TW0–ELIGIBILITY

STAGE TWO–ASSESSMENT

SUPPORTING MATERIAL

ASSESSMENT PROCESS

FEEDBACK

Language Interpreting Service
If English is your second/third language and you would like to speak to Create 
NSW staff about the guidelines or application form, we can arrange an Interpreting 
Service to support this communication. 

Please contact us between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday:

(02) 8289 6520

If you need this information 
in a more accessible format 
or in your first language, or if 
you need any assistance with 
your request, you can contact 
us between 9:00am and  
5:00pm, Monday to Friday.

Translate

Kung kailangan mo ang impormasyong ito sa madaling ma-access na format o sa iyong 
unang wika, o kung kailangan mo ng anumang tulong sa iyong aplikasyon, maaari 
kang makipag-ugnay sa amin sa pagitan ng ika-9 ng umaga at ika-5 ng hapon Lunes 
hanggang Biyernes

Se hai bisogno di queste informazioni in un formato più accessibile o nella tua prima 
lingua, o se ti serve assistenza con la domanda, puoi contattarci dal lunedì al venerdì tra le 
9 e le 17

 Arabic

Traditional Chinese

Simplified	Chinese

 Filipino

 Greek

 Hindi

 Italian

Korean

 Macedonian

 Portuguese

 Spanish

 Thai

 Turkish

 Vietnamese

Se necessitar desta informação num formato mais acessível ou na sua língua 
materna, ou se necessitar de qualquer assistência com o seu pedido, pode 
contatar-nos entre as 9:00 e as 17:00 horas, de segunda a sexta-feira.

Si necesita que esta información esté en un formato más accesible o en 
español, o si necesita asistencia con su solicitud, puede ponerse en contacto 
con nosotros de lunes a viernes entre las 9 y las 17 hrs.

Regional Arts Network
Regional NSW applicants can also contact their local Regional Arts 
Development Organisation for assistance with applications.

7

https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/about-the-network/
https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/about-the-network/
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Arts and Cultural Funding Program 
Objectives 
The ACFP is guided by three key objectives: 

Enhance creative leadership and programming excellence 
in NSW 

By fostering world-class arts and cultural ambition through 
investment in creative leadership and programming excellence – 
including artistic practices, the delivery of new work and programs that 
bring arts and culture to new audiences. 

By supporting organisations, artists and arts and 
cultural workers that represent a diversity of cultural 
and artistic practices and deliver creative encounters that help to build 
a cohesive and open society. 

By enabling organisations and artists to tell NSW stories that grow 
NSW’s cultural capacity. 

Grow NSW arts and cultural activity that drives community 
and social benefits 

By acknowledging Aboriginal arts and culture as a key pillar of arts 
and culture in Australia and promoting new opportunities for self-
determined Aboriginal professional development, and leadership.  

By advancing arts and cultural activity that benefits the many people 
of NSW, including the wide variety of creative communities across the 
State.  

By enabling accessible, creative experiences that nurture skills, improve 
wellbeing and enable a widely engaged and diverse community of 
artists in NSW.  

By increasing equity of access to resources and opportunities among 
underrepresented groups across the state. 

Strengthen NSW as a leader in arts and cultural 
governance and financial management 

By funding projects and programs that exemplify financial resilience 
backed by best-practice governance, budgeting, marketing and 
strategic planning that demonstrates increased creative production, 
sustainability and activation in NSW. 

By advocating for the continual improvement of the sector through 
activities that deliver professional development opportunities, 
strengthening leadership and delivery.  

By supporting projects that demonstrate their economic viability 
through strategic partnerships, a diversity of income streams 
and funding from alternative sources.

In addition, decisions, operations, and activities in the ACFP reflect the 
NSW public sector’s core values of:  

Integrity 

Trust 

Service 

Accountability 

Respect 

These values ensure that the structures governing these funding programs 
and opportunities are fair, ethical, and transparent. 
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BARKKA performing at FUNPARK Festival 2022. 
Image: Mosca Media 
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NSW Aboriginal Arts & Culture Protocols 
Create NSW plays an important role in supporting the NSW Aboriginal 
cultural sector through providing direct investment through funding 
programs, developing strategies and policies for cultural development and 
advice and guidance to Aboriginal artists, arts and cultural workers, and 
organisations.  

Create NSW acknowledges that a strong and vibrant Aboriginal cultural 
sector starts with supporting self-determination for the Aboriginal sector to 
manage, maintain and preserve Aboriginal cultures and ensure that the right 
way to do cultural business is supported, understood, and acted on.  

With the Aboriginal Arts & Cultural protocols, Create NSW seeks to work 
with the Aboriginal cultural sector to champion a new body of practice that 
has Aboriginal self-determination and Aboriginal cultural authority and 
agency at its foundation.  

Just as Aboriginal culture is living and continues to evolve, these Protocols 
have been developed to be a living document. Create NSW will continue 
to work with the NSW Aboriginal cultural sector to update the protocols 
annually to ensure that the continued growth and new and emerging areas 
are covered. These protocols aim to provide guidance to those planning to 
work with the Aboriginal community and/or artists. The Protocols can be 
found here. 

NSW ACFP Key Priority Areas
The NSW Government is committed to ensuring fair access to funding by all 
communities and individuals across the state. Create NSW closely considers 
proposals that provide high-quality activity, respectful engagement, and 
participation with and for the following groups: 

NSW Aboriginal people  

people from culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) backgrounds  

people with disability and/or who are d/Deaf

young people under the age of 25

people living and/or working in regional NSW  

people living and/or working in Western Sydney 

You will need to provide details on the respectful engagement and provide 
letters of confirmation, support, or endorsement.

ABORIGINAL ARTS &  CULTURE PROTOCOLS

1

ABORIGINAL ARTS & CULTURE PROTOCOLS
CREATE NSW

https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aboriginal-Art-and-Culture-Protocols-interactive-1.pdf
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What can I apply for?
Funding is available to support arts and cultural organisations 
(including service organisations and Local Government Authorities) to 
deliver arts and cultural activities over multiple calendar years.

Funding is available for a wide range of arts and cultural activities, 
including but not limited to: 

creation of new arts and cultural work, practice-based research 
or experimentation, and professional development

production, exhibition, presenting, publishing, or recording, 
touring and festivals

promotion and marketing

audience growth and development

conservation and/or development of collections and archives 
(including Aboriginal Keeping Places)

business development activities including new responses to 
environmental changes, cultural mapping, or cultural plan 
development 

Local Government Authority program activities, excluding 
operational costs

 partnerships, capacity building and sustainability. 

You cannot apply for Multi-Year funding towards:

costs of regular maintenance or repair of existing facilities

�filmmaking and screen production, mainstream animation, 
and �film festivals

core education and training activities

if your program has already commenced or taken place

revitalisation of urban precincts and capital items.

In addition, LGAs cannot apply for funding towards operational costs.

Who Can Apply? 
Create NSW is committed to supporting organisations that are essential to 
a contemporary, innovative, and daring arts and cultural ecology in NSW.

This includes not-for-profit and Local Government arts and cultural 
organisations delivering activities in artforms including: 

Aboriginal Arts and Culture

Contemporary Music

Museums and History including Volunteer Run Museums

Dance and Physical Theatre

 Festivals 

Classical Music and Choral 

 Literature

Visual Arts 

 Multi-Arts

Theatre and Musical Theatre.

How Long is the Funding for?
Funding is available for a 4-year period, for calendar year programs 
and  activities from 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2028.

If any part of your 4-year program is already covered by pre-existing 
Create NSW Annual or Multi-Year funding arrangements, you must 
not seek funds for this part of your program in this application.

?

11
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Project focus 

Stage One: Expression Of Interest Eligibility
This Stage is required for new applicants only. Existing Multi-year clients, 
including Multi-year LGAs, are considered viable as evidenced in their 
Forward Plans and acquittals and can proceed straight to Stage Two on 
page 15.

To be eligible to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) for Multi-Year Funding 
your organisation needs to meet the following four criteria:

1. Applicant	type

You must be:

an independent arts and cultural organisation located in New South 
Wales or 

a Local Government Authority located in NSW and

not currently funded under a multi-year agreement with Create NSW. 

If you are an independent arts and cultural organisation based outside NSW 
and can demonstrate that your program fills a gap in the NSW arts and 
culture ecology, pre-approval to apply to this round must be sought no later 
than two weeks prior to the round closing. Contact Create NSW on  
(02) 8289 6520 or multiyear@create.nsw.gov.au.

Create NSW’s preference is for NSW based organisations to apply.

2. Annual	turn-over	must	be	greater	than	$100,000
This can include any Create NSW grants you have received in the last 
financial year.

3. Program	Focus
Your Multi-Year program must have clearly defined arts and cultural activity/
ies at its core. 

4. Benefit
Your core program must benefit NSW by either:  

employing professional NSW artists or arts and cultural workers and/or  

 providing arts and cultural experiences to the people of NSW. 

You cannot submit an EOI for Multi-Year Funding if: 

you are currently receiving Multi-year organisation funding from Create 
NSW, including multi-year regional arts touring, multi-year LGAs or multi-
year festivals

are a Create NSW designated National Performing Arts Partnerships 
company, State Significant Organisation or Key Festival

you are a state or federal government department/agency, including 
State Cultural Institutions

you are an educational institution (including preschools, primary and 
secondary schools) 

you are a for-profit organisation

your program has already started, taken place or due to be completed 
before the funding period starts

you are applying for filmmaking, screen production, mainstream 
animation, or film festivals 

mailto:multiyear%40create.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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The Sorceress’ Secret,  
The Ensemble, PYT. 

Image: Eisha Yawarish
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How many EOIs can I submit?
You can only submit one EOI for your organisation.

However, different LGA business units can submit separate 
applications.

$

How much can you apply for?
There is no upper limit to the amount of funding you may request 
however it is recommended that you only request the amount you 
need to deliver your program. 

We encourage organisations to consider operational 
sustainability and long-term planning, demonstrating realistic 
programming outcomes.

You will need to provide detail in your application, supporting 
evidence and budget that is appropriate to the level of your 
funding request.

You must not request funding for the total cost of your program. 
You must include an independent financial contribution (cash 
and/or in kind) from other sources. 
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Stage One EOI Assessment

Assessment Criteria – New applicants only
Your EOI must address the following three assessment criteria:

Criteria 1: Program Information (Merit)

The excellence of your program - Provide an artistic vision for your four-year 
program (up to 300 words).

Upload –Your current program of activities 

Upload –Sample/s of previous or current programs/artistic works relating to 
your application. These may be:

Written material

Still image/s

Audio/visual

Criteria 2: Why is this program important (Impact)
Your EOI must focus on ONE impact criteria below (up to 500 words)

Artform: How will your program innovate, expand access to or advance the 
artform?

Audience: Who is your audience and what will you do to increase, improve 
and/or change their participation in your sector? (Audiences include 
stakeholders, community, participants, and key people in the sector).

Social: How will your program create a social impact and who will it impact? 
This can be for specific communities, artists, groups. Social impact can 
include impact on wellbeing, access to arts and cultural activity, community, 
and cultural development activity.

Operational: How does your program increase capacity, develop skills, 
deliver cost savings, or enhance income generation for your organisation?

Criteria 3: Viability 
Upload - Your most recent financial audit and/or financial statement.

Legs on the Wall,  
Isabel Estrella in THAW 

Image: Eden Meure 14

Note

Service Organisations can 
self-identify in the application 
form and will be able to make 
a case for the impact and 
benefit of their services. 

If the program engages with 
the needs of one or more 
priority areas you will be 
asked to included details in 
your application form.
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Confirmation	
Once you submit your EOI, you will receive an email confirmation from our secure 
online grants system. 

Eligibility check 
Your EOI will be checked for eligibility.  

If eligible, your application will proceed to the assessment process. 

If ineligible, you will be advised in via email within 14 days of the closing date and 
your application will not proceed to assessment. 

You can withdraw your application at any time. Please email 
multiyear@create.nsw.gov.au with your application number. 

EOI Assessment 
The Artform Advisory Boards will assess all EOIs within in a specific time period. 
You will be able to choose which Artform Advisory Board you want to assess your 
application. 

The Artform Advisory Board members will individually assess and rank all the 
EOIs against the assessment criteria. Boards will also review your program of 
activity for 2023 in their assessment of your EOI.

Artform Advisory Boards assessment scores will be amalgamated and presented 
at the Board panel meeting to determine their final recommendations. They will 
consider the assessment criteria, demographics, distribution, range and scale of 
the initial recommendations.   

This may include prioritising NSW applicants, as well as programs, individuals 
and activities with outcomes that address ACFP Key Priority Areas, to ensure 
equity across the State and the best outcomes for NSW Government investment.

Create NSW will review the financial statement provided and prepare a report for 
the Advisory Board’s consideration as part of the assessment process. 

EOI	Notifications
All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their EOIs no later than May 
2023.

All successful EOIs will be invited to make a full application to Stage 2 outlined 
below. This round will open in or around June 2023.

Stage Two: Full application eligibility
To be eligible to apply for Multi-Year Funding your organisation needs to 
meet the following four criteria: 

1. Applicant type
You must be: 

An independent arts and cultural organisation located in Australia 
currently receiving Multi-Year Funding or 

a LGA located in NSW currently receiving Multi-Year Funding, or

have an approved EOI as completed through Stage 1 (detailed above).

2. Annual turn-over must be greater than $100,000
This can include your current Create NSW grant/s.

3. Program Focus
Your Multi-Year program must have clearly defined arts and cultural activity/
ies at its core. 

5. Benefit
Your core program must benefit NSW by either:  

employing professional NSW artists or arts and cultural workers; and/or  

providing arts and cultural experiences to the people of NSW. 

You cannot apply for Stage 2 of Multi-year Funding if: 

Your EOI is not successful in Stage 1 or

You are not currently receiving Multi-year Funding, including regional 
arts touring multi-year, multi-year LGA funding, or multi-year festivals 
funding from Create NSW.

mailto:multiyear%40create.nsw.gov.au?subject=
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/resources-for-funding-applicants/create-nsw-artform-advisory-boards/
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In addition, the following are ineligible:

Create NSW designated National Performing Arts Partnerships 
companies, State Significant Organisations or Key Festivals

state or federal government department/agencies, including State 
Cultural Institutions

educational institutions (including preschools, primary and secondary 
schools) 

for-profit organisations

for programs already started, taken place or due to be completed 
before the funding period starts.

filmmaking, screen production, mainstream animation, or film festivals 
(Go to Screen NSW website for more information screen.nsw.gov.au).

How many Applications can I submit?
You can only submit one application for your organisation.

However, different LGA business units can submit separate applications.

How much can you apply for?
There is no upper limit to the amount of funding you may request however it 
is recommended that you only request the amount you need to deliver your 
program. 

We encourage organisations to consider operational sustainability and long-
term planning, demonstrating realistic programming outcomes.

You will need to provide detail in your application, supporting evidence and 
budget that is appropriate to the level of your funding request.

You must not request funding for the total cost of your program. You must 
include an independent financial contribution (cash and/or in kind) from 
other sources. 

Stage Two Assessment
If you are a current multi-year funded client or you have been invited to 
submit a full application from Stage 1, you will be required to provide the 
following in your application:

Assessment Criteria

Criteria 1: Program Information (Merit)
Provide information on:

the artistic vision for the program

the quality and reputation of previous work

how the program engages NSW artists, and arts and cultural workers

how the program provides arts and cultural experiences to the people 
of NSW (audiences)

how the program profiles NSW/Australian stories, voices, and practices 
(artists/ arts workers)

how the program contributes to the creative and cultural profile of NSW

your adherence to Aboriginal cultural protocols (where relevant)

Criteria 2: Why is this program important (Impact) 
You must address ONE impact area below. 

If your program engages with the needs of a particular community or has 
outcomes that benefit specific priority group/s, please include details.

The Impact Areas are as follows:

1. Artform:
How will your program:

develop the artform and/or sector

demonstrate a high level of innovation and experimentation

demonstrate leadership in area of practice

demonstrate creative collaborations 

engage diversity of artists, arts, and cultural practitioners

$
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2. Audience:
How will your program:

grow or diversify audiences

delivers long-term benefits for NSW audiences

develops markets for NSW work nationally and internationally 

increases the experience by Australians of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander arts and culture (where relevant)

3. Social
How will your program:

provide social outcomes in identified areas of need in NSW, e.g., 
education, health, and wellness

demonstrate strategies for social inclusion in identified areas of need in 
NSW e.g., education, health, and wellness

demonstrate the value of your program for specific communities, artists 
or groups 

support volunteer engagement and development

grow community and cultural development activity 

increase the experience by Australians of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander arts and culture (where relevant)

4. Operational
How will your program:

outline strategies for increasing philanthropic support or capacity 
building

develop partnerships across and outside the sector to enhance 
operations

demonstrate business sustainability. This could include environmental 
and/ or operational sustainability.

leverage requested funding for support from other sources

demonstrate strategies for increasing self-generated income.

Criteria 3: Program Budget (Viability)

Upload
a detailed and comprehensive budget

a detailed four year Strategic/Business Plan which addresses the 
assessment criteria, provides detailed financial projections for the next 
four years, and lists key staff and board members

the history, experience, and expertise of key staff and creatives 
delivering the program

Demonstrate

the financial health of your organisation

a diversity of revenue generated

how your program is, or will be, evaluated by your organisation

the scope of any partnerships and shared resources

Consider providing contingency and relevant risk management plans.

Supporting Material
In the application you will be able to provide the following support material: 

Confirmation letters from artist/s, organisations and/or communities that 
can confirm they are working with you on the program where relevant

Letters of Support from artist/s, organisations and/or communities who 
can speak to your program vision and your experience in delivery 

 Letters of Offer/ Invitations/Commissioning/Partnership arrangements .

Sample of programs/artistic works relating to your application. These may be: 

written material  

still images  

audio/visual. 
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Program Plan
A program plan template for year one will be provided by Create NSW to assist 
you in outlining how you will deliver your program for the first year. You will be 
required to upload this as support material.

What do I need in my Budget?
You will be expected to download the budget template provided by Create NSW 
and to upload as supporting material for the Budget criteria. You will also need 
to upload your most recent audited reports. If your organisation has not been 
audited, please upload your most recent board endorsed financial statements.

You must not request funding for the total cost of your program. You must 
contribute other cash or in-kind support towards your program. Cash contributions 
must be from a diversity of sources and must not solely be from NSW government 
agencies.

You should tell us if you are paying artist/s and arts worker fees at appropriate 
industry rate. 

You should provide a detailed budget breakdown, this may include industry 
standard rates for artist/s and arts workers, and any other additional income 
associated with the total program costs.   

Assessment Process –  
Stage 2 Full applications 
The Artform Advisory Board members individually assess and rank all applications 
against all assessment criteria. 

Additional advice will be provided by Create NSW on viability and financial 
performance as demonstrated by previous financial reports.

The Artform Advisory Boards will meet to determine their final recommendations 
with reference to the assessment criteria, demographics and the distribution, 
range, and scale of recommended applicants. This may include prioritising NSW 
applicants, as well as programs, individuals and outcomes that address people 
living and/or working in regional NSW, people living and/or working in Western 
Sydney, Aboriginal people, people from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, people with disability, and young people.

Consultations 
There may be cross-Board consultation on applications. Create NSW may 
also request further advice and/or clarification from applicants during the 
assessment process.  

Final Report on Recommendations 
Create NSW will consolidate a report on the outcomes based on quality of 
the applications as assessed by the Artform Boards, demand by artform, 
budget allocation, distribution across the State, applications in receipt of 
Create Infrastructure funding and the ACFP Key Priority Areas. 

Recommendations 
Final recommendations are submitted for the consideration of the Minister 
for the Arts as Program decision-maker.  

Application Results 
It is anticipated that all applicants will be notified of the outcome of their 
applications under embargo by late 2023. 

Under Embargo 
Under embargo means that applicants are notified but they cannot 
publicise the outcome until the official announcement has been made by 
the Minister for the Arts or by Create NSW. The embargo period is taken 
seriously and failure to comply may impact your current or future funding 
eligibility. 

Note

You are not guaranteed 
funding even if your 
application meets the 
assessment criteria 

If you are successful, 
your application may not 
be funded to the amount 
you requested. 

18
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Funding Payment 
If your application is successful, you will be sent a funding agreement 
(contract). This outlines the conditions of funding, how you will be paid 
and your grant reporting requirements.   

Contracts will not be issued and no payments will be made until all 
Create NSW outstanding acquittals have been submitted.

Please refer to Contracts and Payments information for the process 
regarding successful applications. 

Annual Plan (Forward Plan): you will need to provide a detailed annual 
or forward plan with a program of activities and a comprehensive 
budget. It is anticipated that Annual Plans will be due on or around 1 
November for the following year .

Forward Plans will be reviewed by Create NSW staff, noting that you 
may be asked for additional information to assist with this approval 
process. 

Create NSW will work with successful organisations to ensure no 
duplication of funding where multi-year funding programs may 
overlap. 

Acknowledgement 
As the recipient of Government funding, you will be expected 
to acknowledge the support from Create NSW in all program 
publications, promotional and advertising materials, public 
announcements, and activities.  

You will be expected to show evidence of this at the acquittal stage. 
Failure to do so could impact future funding opportunities.  

Please see Create NSW Logo Guidelines for more information.  

Feedback
When you are notified of the outcome of either your EOI or your application, you 
will also be provided with information on how to receive feedback. You will be 
provided with this link to book in your online feedback session with Create NSW 
staff.  

Other information
The following further information can be found here:  

Complaint’s process 

Privacy Policy 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.

Changes to application process
Create NSW may, at its sole discretion, and at any stage of the application 
process, do all or any of the following:

require additional information from an applicant

change the scope of the requirements of these guidelines

vary, amend (including by replacement) or terminate the application process

re-open an application after the closing date, provided it doesn’t give the 
applicant an advantage over other applicants

consider any non-conforming or late application.

Disclaimer 
Every effort has been made to ensure that this publication is free from error 
and/or omission at the date of publication. The authors, publisher and any 
person involved in the preparation of this publication take no responsibility for 
loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of 
information contained herein. 

i
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https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/information-for-successful-applicants/contracts-and-payments/
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/information-for-successful-applicants/create-nsw-logo-guidelines/
https://www.picktime.com/creatensw
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/about-us/feedback-complaints-privacy-and-government-information/
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