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Introduction 

Create NSW and Sydney Metro are calling for artists to register their interest to develop nine new 
public art commissions for stations and public places on the new Sydney Metro –Western Sydney 
Airport (WSA) line. This is a significant opportunity to contribute to Sydney’s new metro railway, 
and growing communities, by creating public art that will engage and inspire locals and  
visitors alike.  

Public art in station contexts is a highly specialised field which requires a unique skill set. Create 
NSW and Sydney Metro welcome applications from experienced public artists, collaborations, and 
creative teams to realise impactful permanent public art that connects to place and culture and 
aligns with requirements for large scale public infrastructure projects. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists are strongly encouraged to apply for all commissions, 
and three commissions have been identified specifically for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists, some of which are planned to have a Connect with Country focus. 

Sydney Metro Art uses a two stage Commissioning Process. 

In Stage 1 Artists and Teams of artists submit Expressions of Interest (EOI) via SmartyGrants.  

In Stage 2 Selected shortlisted artists/teams are paid to develop concepts and to participate in a 
series of art competitions for specific sites.  

 
EOI Opens 5pm Wednesday 31 August Closes 5pm Monday 31 October 2022. 
 

 
Bibles and Bullets, Fiona Foley. 2020. Commissioned by City of Sydney. Image John Gollings  
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The Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport 
Public Art opportunity 

Location 
Sydney Metro –Western Sydney Airport that services Greater Western Sydney and the new 
Western Sydney International (Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport. The new railway line will become the 
transport spine for the Western Parkland City’s growth for generations to come, connecting 
communities and travelers with the rest of Sydney’s public transport system with a fast, safe, and 
reliable metro service. The Australian and NSW governments have a shared objective of having 
Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport operational when Western Sydney International airport 
opens for passenger services. A contractor (SSTOM contractor) will deliver and manage the Sydney 
Metro – Western Sydney Airport line, which includes delivering the Public Art Program. New Metro 
stations will feature public art at St Marys, Orchard Hills, Luddenham, Airport Business Park, 
Airport Terminal, and Western Sydney Aerotropolis. 

Themes 

The themes for the Sydney Metro - Western Sydney Airport line public art reflect Western Sydney 
Airport Connecting with Country consultation. The line-wide theme is Journeys and Pathways. The 
themes of the eight stand-alone artworks will be further detailed in Stage Two artists’ briefs for 
shortlisted artists.  

Budgets 

Public Art budgets are planned to range between $600,000 and $1,800,000 for each of the nine 
commissions. Budgets include artists; artist team fees and all costs associated with design and 
technical development, prototypes, materials, approvals, fabrication, and installation.  

  

Sarah Sze ‘Blueprint for a Landscape’, 2017. New York City Transit Second Avenue–96th Street Station, New York, USA, 
commissioned by Metropolitan Transportation Authority Arts and Design. Photo: Jeff Goldberg / Esto. 

Our vision is to elevate the 
customer’s experience with 
art and engagement 
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The Expression of Interest 

Public Art Commissions 

There are nine public art commissions available through this EOI. Opportunities will include  
2D works, relief and freestanding sculptures.  

A Line wide artwork is proposed along the Western Sydney Airport line with six expressions, one 
that distinguishes each station yet has a consistent materiality and form. 

Eight stand-alone art works are proposed for the station entrances and public places, including 
along the Active Transport Link.  

 

EOI Eligibility  
Artists be an Australian citizen or permanent resident. Create NSW and Sydney Metro are seeking 
submissions from artists working individually as well as artists working in teams. Sydney Metro 
encourages collaborations between experienced and less experienced artists and socially engaged 
projects with local communities and/or artists to increase capacity building.  

Three of the nine public art commissions have been identified as opportunities for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander artists: the Line wide work and two of the stand-alone works. 
 

One line-wide commission  

Open to collaborative creative teams that must include an experienced public artist/s and Sydney 
Basin Aboriginal Artist/s (born in or living in the Sydney Basin area from Muswellbrook in the North, 
Lithgow in the West and Ulladulla in the South). 

 

Eight standalone art commissions 

Six opportunities are open to artists with experience in realising large scale public artworks. 
Artists can apply for these commissions either as a team or individual. 

Two opportunities are open to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists with experience in 
realising large scale public artworks. Artists can apply for these commissions either as a team or 
individual. 
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Dates Commissioning Program 

2022  
31 August 1PM 
 

EOI opens  
Artists/teams identify their preferred commission(s) and fill in the specific 
form on SmartyGrants via Create NSW that includes providing CVs, examples 
of previous work, an outline of individual or team skills and experience, as 
well as answering some specific questions. 

14 September 
1PM-2PM  
 
 

Sydney Metro - Western Sydney Airport EOI information session 
Artists invited to attend an online information session to better understand 
project scope and eligibility. Information from this session will be uploaded 
online at Create NSW. 

31 October 5PM EOI closes 

November Panel assesses EOI and selects a shortlist of artists to progress to Stage Two 

December Shortlisted artist/s and teams advised  

2023  
 
 

Stage Two Commissioning Process  
Shortlisted artists/teams paid to develop concepts for the nominated station 
or site. Competitions will be run by the SSTOM Contractor and Sydney Metro. 
Public Art Contract: Successful artists contracted for Design Development 
and Installation phases to the third party SSTOM Contractor. 

2024-2026  Design Development and Installation of Public Artworks.  

 

 
 

 
Nuha Saad Wulaba Park Sydney 2016 Image courtesy City of Sydney Image Credit Katherine Griffiths. 

  

https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/public-art-opportunities/parramatta-road-urban-amenity-improvement-program-2/
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EOI selection criteria  

All applications will be assessed by an independent Art Advisor Panel against the criteria  
outlined below:  

 Artistic merit as evidenced in the material provided 

 Ability to develop permanent, durable and robust artworks 

 Relevance to Sydney Metro’s customers, stations, and precincts  

 Ability and willingness to develop artwork as part of large multidisciplinary teams and within 
tight schedules 

 Experience of the scale suitable for a large infrastructure project or art installation including 
public art experience in; the public realm, major developments and/or major art exhibitions.  

PLUS, additional criteria for the line-wide work: 

 Experience working in collaborative teams including Sydney Basin Artists, experienced  
Public Artists, and technical specialists.  

 

 
Vik Muniz ‘Perfect Strangers’, 2017. New York City Transit, Second Avenue–96th Street Station, New York, USA, commissioned 
by Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Arts and Design. Photo: Jeff Goldberg / Esto. 
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EOI selection panel 
The expert Art Advisor Panel includes representatives from the following:  

 Sydney Metro Design Review Panel  

 Sydney Metro Art Advisor  

 Greater Sydney Gallery or Museum Director with substantial experience and knowledge of 
NSW art and artists 

 Senior Artist with Sydney Metro Experience  

 Sydney Senior Public Art Curator experienced in commissioning and delivering large scale 
public works  

 Western Sydney Public Art Curator or Director with strong local knowledge and experience.  

EOI application process 

Artists/teams must submit via the SmartyGrants application system on the Create NSW website 
and will need to fill in a separate SmartyGrants form for each commission type (the line-wide work 
or the standalone Public Art commissions).  

All applicants will need to provide the following:  

1. A response to the selection criteria detailing your interest in this project 
(maximum 500 words) 

2. A description of your current practice, experience, achievements, and career highlights, 
including working in the public domain (maximum 500 words) 

3. An outline of your ability and willingness to develop artwork, manufacturing, technical and 
engineering elements in collaboration with Sydney Metro Art team and station delivery 
partner (SSTOM) within budget and schedule (maximum 300 words) 

4. A maximum 2-page CV  

5. Up to ten relevant examples of your work  

6. Availability to participate in the current program dates  

PLUS additional information for the linewide work which includes 

7. The names and CV’s of all the members of your creative team which must include an 
experienced senior public artist and Sydney Basin Aboriginal artists 

8. A description of how your team plans to work together on the line wide work  
(maximum 300 words).  

PLEASE NOTE:  

Artists/teams are NOT required to submit a proposal or concept for the Stage One EOI.  

Create NSW and Sydney Metro reserves the right to adjust the selection process due to 

unforeseen circumstances and/or changing program requirements. 

 

  



 

  OFFICIAL 

 

Background 

Art and Sydney Metro  
Sydney Metro is Australia’s biggest public transport project. This state-of-the-art, fully accessible, 
driverless railway first opened in the city’s North West with a train every four minutes in the peak. 
New lines are currently in delivery. They will run through the Sydney CBD and connect to Sydney’s 
north, southwest and greater Parramatta, along with servicing Sydney’s greater west, and the new 
Western Sydney International (Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport. In 2030, Sydney will have four metro 
lines, 46 stations and a 113-kilometre standalone metro railway system.  

Around the world, art has reimagined and transformed public transport hubs to create imaginative 
and inspiring places for the community to enjoy. These international examples prove art’s capacity 
to elevate the experience of the customer’s journey, contribute to place identity and activation, and 
enrich the cultural life of cities.  

Metro Art is a legacy-building public art program, that commissions public art by leading Australian 
and NSW artists, both experienced and emerging. Uplifting, intriguing and diverse public art will be 
prominently and permanently located at each new Sydney Metro station to be enjoyed by the 
customers and communities that the Sydney Metro serves.  

Sydney Metro’s Art Vision is to elevate the customer’s journey with art and engagement. 

Sydney Metro uses international best-practice, urban design and place-making principles for 
stations, plazas, and precincts. More than just places to catch the train, stations will become 
engaging centres for contemporary community life.  

Metro Art includes both line wide artworks and site-specific public art in a growing collection. 
Sydney Metro Art Masterplan outlines the program, vision, and commissioning processes for public 
art on Sydney Metro. For more information about Sydney Metro Public Art, please visit Metro Art.  

Sydney Metro Public Art objectives 

 Align with Transport for NSW’s commitments to improving customer experience and delivering 
great places. 

 Promote inclusivity, community involvement, public pride, and ownership of Sydney Metro. 

 Provide a creative presence within stations. 

 Commission diverse public art by culturally diverse artists. 

 Establish a benchmark of high-quality public art. 

 Provide a rich legacy. 

 

Since 2018, Sydney Metro Art has 
delivered over 18 art commissions 
in metro stations. 
 

https://www.sydneymetro.info/sites/default/files/2021-09/SM_Art_Masterplan.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/programs/metro-art
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Artists and the station: Place and function  
Due to the strongly utilitarian nature of station and public domain environments, artworks must be 
made from durable, robust materials and require minimal maintenance. Stations are visually busy 
environments where the architecture, materials, finishes, advertising, and signage work together to 
support intuitive wayfinding. Artworks should not impede customer flow, access, safety, or 
wayfinding including maintaining sightlines to destinations, facilities, and signs.  

The Sydney Metro experience needs to be easy and efficient. Any public artworks will need to 
complement the design of the station architecture and precincts and be suitably designed to be 
experienced in the open-air station environments where people are focused on moving through  
the space.  

Art locations and materials 

Commissioned artworks need to be integrated with and designed to meet the functional, technical, 
and operational aspects of the transport network. For this reason, Public Art commissions are often 
integrated into the architectural surfaces and form part of the station concourses and plazas such 
as walls, ceilings, floors, escalators, stairs, and seating. The high ceilings and large spaces also 
offer opportunities for 3D and relief works plus some suspended and sculptural commissions.  
The locations selected for the artworks will be in the most publicly accessible places, including 
station plazas, entrances, and concourses where they can be enjoyed by commuters and 
communities alike. 

 

 
Eduardo Paolozzi 1982, Tottenham Court Road Station, London, UK, commissioned by Transport for London. Photo: Transport 
for London, 2016. 
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Sydney Metro-Western Sydney Airport Public Art Cultural Protocols  

Sydney Metro Art Advisor has prepared the Sydney Metro-Western Sydney Airport Public Art 
Cultural Protocols that will guide artists/teams at competition stage about culturally appropriate 
consultation processes and concept development. They also support and endorse ‘Indigenous 
Cultural and Intellectual Property’ or ‘ICIP’– the rights of Indigenous peoples to own and control 
their cultural heritage. Under copyright laws these rights are not always protected. These protocols 
are based on Create NSW Aboriginal Arts and Culture Protocols.  

 

More information  
 
 About Sydney Metro  

 About Sydney Metro Western Sydney Airport Line  

 About how Sydney Metro delivers Public Art Sydney Metro Art Masterplan  

 Previous Public Art commissioned by Metro Art  

 Create NSW Aboriginal Arts and Cultural protocols 

 
 
 

 
 

Light Line Social Square, 2019. Metro North West, Cherrybrook Station. Artists: Turpin Crawford Studio and  
McGregor Westlake Architecture, with Hassell. Image: Ian Hobbs Media. 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.create.nsw.gov.au%2Farts-in-nsw%2Faboriginal-arts-and-culture-protocols%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAmanda.Buckland%40transport.nsw.gov.au%7C3df2929cbfbe46b349bd08da42b4415b%7Ccb356782ad9a47fb878b7ebceb85b86c%7C0%7C0%7C637895639199825229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SeXHcW96E0%2BrNRzgYwQQ0j47u3X9EYvtY8AyPCy5aZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.sydneymetro.info/
https://www.sydneymetro.info/sites/default/files/2021-09/Project_Overview_Sydney_Metro_Western_Sydney_Airport_September_2020.pdf
https://www.sydneymetro.info/sites/default/files/document-library/SM_Art_Masterplan.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/programs/metro-art
https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/arts-in-nsw/aboriginal-arts-and-culture-protocols/
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© Sydney Metro 

Users are welcome to copy, 
reproduce and distribute the 
information contained in this report    
for non-commercial purposes only, 
provided acknowledgement is given 
to Sydney Metro as the source.  
Images remain the property of 
artist/photographers. 
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