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WE ACKNOWLEDGE

Create NSW acknowledges the Aboriginal people across the State
and their continued connection to their lands, waters and culture.
We respect elders past and present and the role that Aboriginal
artists play in contributing to their culture.

Uncle Jack Charles, Byron Writers Festival. Photo: Kurt Petersen
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER FOR THE ARTS
The NSW Government recognises the significant
impact 2020 has had on the arts and culture sector, and
we are more committed than ever to supporting and
delivering positive outcomes to ensure our talented
NSW industry stays strong today and far into the future.
I invite and encourage all NSW artists, practitioners,
and organisations to apply for support through the Arts
and Cultural Funding Program.
NSW artists, arts and cultural workers, and practitioners
contribute economically, socially, and culturally
to the liveability of our state, with bold, rich, and
diverse experiences to be enjoyed by audiences and
participants of all ages and backgrounds. This year’s
Arts and Cultural Funding Program will continue to
reflect NSW’s enviable diversity of talent, and its
emphasis on promoting cultural events and activities.
With our 10 expert Artform Advisory Boards in place,
we’ve already delivered great outcomes for NSW
since we set out to deliver a simpler arts funding
process with fewer barriers to entry in 2019. We have
also responded quickly to feedback from the arts and
culture sector to fine-tune the guidelines, in order to
better meet the sector’s needs again this year.

Importantly, we continue to offer targeted support
for the development of the NSW Aboriginal arts and
cultural sector, recognising the principles of selfdetermination and supporting the cultural aspirations
of Aboriginal communities in NSW. This will propel us
towards creating a strong sense of national identity.
In addition, we acknowledge the separate and
distinct needs of individuals and organisations and
have tailored our application processes to meet the
different focuses of both groups. In appreciation of
the important and separate role that festivals play in
our creative environment, we’ve created a standalone
Festival Board. To better serve our Classical, Operatic,
and Choral practitioners and audiences, we’ve created
a new dedicated Board, and we’ve brought all aspects
of theatre together with our Theatre and Musical
Theatre Board.
The arts and culture sector in NSW is truly unique – it
expands our minds and our experience, and deserves
to be in the spotlight on the world’s stage. There is so
much culture, celebration, and happiness in the work
you do, and I look forward seeing where you take us
next.

Hon. Don Harwin MLC, Minister for the Arts

project funding
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GUIDELINES
We recommend reading the full guidelines before completing your application.

RESIDENCY OBJECTIVES
The Write North Writers’ Group Residency (Mid-Career to Established) is part of a suite of Create NSW
Creative Leadership and Fellowship programs. The objective of this program is to support an established
writers’ group to undertake a short period of creative residency, receive mentorship from an established
writer, and to further develop their individual writing projects towards publication.
The Create NSW Fellowship Program supports NSW artists, practitioners and arts/cultural workers to
undertake professional development programs or significant opportunities to support their personal,
creative and career advancement.

ABOUT WRITE NORTH
i

Write North is delivered in partnership with Byron Writers Festival, to support a writers’ group (of between
2 - 4 members) to undertake a writing residency and mentorship program affiliated with Byron Writers
Festival in 2021.
Applications for this Residency will be assessed by representatives from Byron Writers Festival and
members of the Create NSW Literature Board.
The residency will take place for seven days, from Tuesday 26 October until Tuesday 2 November 2021.
The residency, for up to four writers will include mentorship and feedback sessions across 5 days from
established author, Charlotte Wood. This mentorship will include intensive writing time, guided group
discussions and individual consultation sessions.
The total in-kind and cash value of the residency includes funding towards: travel to the destination in
Byron Bay – flights or contribution to petrol costs if driving, accommodation, local car hire if applicable and
per diems. This residency opportunity comes with up to $10,000 financial support for the successful group
to continue their writing development after the residency.
Write North will engage a new lead writer, every year or every two years to support the successful writers’
group.

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS
As the public health conditions of COVID-19 are dynamic and subject to change at any time, Create NSW
will provide the opportunity to vary the program if required to ensure this Residency does not contravene
any Public Health Orders that may be in place.
Please refer to NSW Government Public Health Orders.

objectives
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ABOUT BYRON WRITERS FESTIVAL
Byron Writers Festival is Australia’s favourite regional meeting place of storytelling and ideas. We celebrate
Australian writers and stories reflecting our diverse society, engage audiences with new ideas and books
and enhance access to literature and literacy for people across our region, NSW and nationally.
Byron Writers Festival’s key programs include the annual Festival, our free creative writing program
for children, StoryBoard, and a vibrant year-round program of workshops, author events and writer
professional development services, including the annual Residential Mentorship. Our vision is to create
gatherings with powerful outcomes.

ABOUT CHARLOTTE WOOD
Charlotte Wood is the author of six novels and three books of non-fiction. Her latest novel is the
international bestseller The Weekend, which was the ABIA Literary Fiction Book of the Year 2020, and was
shortlisted for the 2020 Stella Prize and ALS Gold Medal, and the 2021 Christina Stead Prize for Fiction.
Her previous novel, The Natural Way of Things, won the 2016 Stella Prize, the Indie Book of the Year and
Novel of the Year, and was joint winner of the Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Fiction. Her non-fiction
work includes The Luminous Solution (forthcoming 2021), a book about creativity, resilience and the inner
life; The Writer’s Room, a collection of interviews with authors; and Love & Hunger, a memoir about
cooking. Her features and essays have appeared in The New York Times, The Guardian, Literary Hub, The
Sydney Morning Herald and The Saturday Paper among other publications. In 2019 she was made a
Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for significant services to literature and was named one of the
Australian Financial Review’s 100 Women of Influence.
She has an occasional podcast, The Writer’s Room with Charlotte Wood, in which she interviews authors,
critics and other artists about the creative process.

Susan Carland and Alice Pung: Speaking Out Loud session Byron Writers Festival 2017. Image: Kurt Petersen
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Byron Writers Festival panel — The Stories Embedded in Landscape with Bronwyn Bancroft and Bruce Pascoe.
Image: Kurt Petersen Photography
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OTHER FUNDING SUPPORT
In addition to Write North, Create NSW offers opportunities for individuals and groups to receive support
through other Fellowships, Small Project Grants (Quick Response) and the Project and Creative Koori
Projects funding rounds. Information is available on the Create NSW website: create.nsw.gov.au.

WHO CAN APPLY FOR FUNDING?
Applicant type
You must be:
a writers’ group comprised of up to four individuals who are residents in NSW;
Australian citizens or permanent residents;
and over 18.
Specific eligibility requirements for this opportunity:
to be eligible for the Write North Writers’ Group Residency you need to form or be an
existing writers group based in NSW. Up to four of your members can be nominated in this
application.
preference will be to groups, who amongst them, have two books published through a
recognised Australian trade publisher.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Applications are assessed against the following criteria:

MERIT
the rationale for your group’s suitability for the opportunity
the quality and reputation of any previous work – particularly evidence of published work.

IMPACT
the potential for your work to be published and/or reach readership and audience
you must demonstrate a future potential for publication in the body of your application. You must be able to
demonstrate that your group is ready for the mentorship and feedback that this opportunity provides.

VIABILITY

Funding restrictions
Funding is not available for:
costs associated with a project or program that has already been substantially completed
applicants who have already received funding for the same activities.

eligibility
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IMPORTANT

(02) 8289 6520

OTHER INFORMATION
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The following further information can be found on the website: create.nsw.gov.au
Complaints process
Privacy Policy
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.
To contact Create NSW Arts Funding & Development team directly, telephone and email addresses are
listed here: create.nsw.gov.au

ACCESSIBILITY
If you are an applicant with disability, and you require this information in a format which is accessible to you,
or if you require this information in another language, you can contact us between 9am and 5pm
Monday to Friday:
(02) 8289 6520
arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au
The National Relay service numbers are:

TTY users
Phone 133 677 then ask for (02) 8289 6520

Speak and Listen users
Phone 1300 555 727 then ask for (02) 8289 6520

Internet Relay users
Connect to NES then ask for (02) 8289 6520

other information
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ASSESSMENT PROCESS
You will receive an automated response from our secure online grants system once your application
has been submitted. All applications then proceed through an assessment process as outlined below.

Eligibility check
Once received through the online grants system, all applications undergo an eligibility check.
Eligible applications proceed to the assessment process.
If you are deemed ineligible, you will be advised in writing within 14 days of the closing date and
your application will not proceed to assessment.

Assessment
Members of the Create NSW Literature Board plus Charlotte Wood and representatives from Byron
Writers Festival will assess all applications against the assessment criteria to determine the recipient.
Further advice and/or clarification may be requested from applicants by Create NSW during the
assessment process.
Final recommendations are submitted for the consideration of the Minister for the Arts.

WHEN WILL I KNOW IF MY APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL?
All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their applications under embargo* in early June 2021.
* Under embargo means that applicants are notified but cannot publicise the outcome until the official
announcement has been made by the Minister for the Arts or Create NSW. The embargo period is taken
seriously and failure to comply may impact your current or future funding eligibility

What happens if my application is successful?
The successful group will sign a funding agreement with Create NSW that covers the terms of the program,
including the following:
Support: funding of travel and residency costs for the writers’ group, and up to $10 000 in additional
financial support, will be administered by Byron Writers Festival
Documentation: during the Residency the artist/group will decide how their Residency will be
documented
Media: the writers’ group be asked to collaborate to make creative content to share on their social
media channels and Create NSW and Byron Writers Festival social media channels following the
Residency
Intellectual Property: all rights in the work created during the Residency remain with the artist/ group
Acceptance: return a signed contract, and any other required documentation, within two weeks of
receipt
Publicity: the NSW Government and Byron Writers Festival will be acknowledged in any marketing/
publicity collateral
Timing: your Residency must take place within the period defined by Byron Writers Festival, from
26 October until Tuesday 2 November.

assessment criteria
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DISCLAIMER
Every effort has been made to ensure this publication is free from error and/or omission at the date of publication
(July 2020). The authors, publisher and any person involved in the preparation of this publication take no responsibility
for loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of information contained herein.

CREATE NSW
Create NSW, Department of Premier and Cabinet
Level 10, 52 Martin Place, Sydney
GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001
Ph: (02) 8289 6520

project funding

Cover Image: Festival Director Edwina Johnson and sand art at Wategos, Byron Bay. Image: Evan Malcolm
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