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Create NSW acknowledges the Aboriginal people across the State 
and their continued connection to their lands, waters and culture.

We respect elders past and present and the role that Aboriginal 
artists play in contributing to their culture.

30 Years of Sixty Five Thousand (detail), Bangarra Dance Theatre. Photo: Daniel Boud
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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER FOR THE ARTS

minister’s message 4

The NSW Government recognises the significant 
impact 2020 has had on the arts and culture sector, and 
we are more committed than ever to supporting and 
delivering positive outcomes to ensure our talented 
NSW industry stays strong today and far into the future. 
I invite and encourage all NSW artists, practitioners, 
and organisations to apply for support through the Arts 
and Cultural Funding Program.

NSW artists, arts and cultural workers, and practitioners 
contribute economically, socially, and culturally 
to the liveability of our state, with bold, rich, and 
diverse experiences to be enjoyed by audiences and 
participants of all ages and backgrounds. This year’s 
Arts and Cultural Funding Program will continue to 
reflect NSW’s enviable diversity of talent, and its 
emphasis on promoting cultural events and activities.

With our 10 expert Artform Advisory Boards in place, 
we’ve already delivered great outcomes for NSW 
since we set out to deliver a simpler arts funding 
process with fewer barriers to entry in 2019. We have 
also responded quickly to feedback from the arts and 
culture sector to fine-tune the guidelines, in order to 
better meet the sector’s needs again this year.

Importantly, we continue to offer targeted support 
for the development of the NSW Aboriginal arts and 
cultural sector, recognising the principles of self-
determination and supporting the cultural aspirations 
of Aboriginal communities in NSW. This will propel us 
towards creating a strong sense of national identity.

In addition, we acknowledge the separate and 
distinct needs of individuals and organisations and 
have tailored our application processes to meet the 
different focuses of both groups. In appreciation of 
the important and separate role that festivals play in 
our creative environment, we’ve created a standalone 
Festival Board. To better serve our Classical, Operatic, 
and Choral practitioners and audiences, we’ve created 
a new dedicated Board, and we’ve brought all aspects 
of theatre together with our Theatre and Musical 
Theatre Board. 

The arts and culture sector in NSW is truly unique – it 
expands our minds and our experience, and deserves 
to be in the spotlight on the world’s stage. There is so 
much culture, celebration, and happiness in the work 
you do, and I look forward seeing where you take us 
next. 

Hon. Don Harwin MLC, Minister for the Arts
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funding objectives 5

The Arts and Cultural Funding Program is guided by three key objectives:

Grow creative leadership and programming excellence in NSW

 We foster world-class arts and cultural ambition by investing in creative leadership and programming 
excellence – including contemporary, innovative and daring practices, the delivery of new works and 
support for plans that bring works to new audiences

 We support organisations, artists and arts and cultural workers that facilitate an understanding of 
different cultures and opportunities for creative encounters that help build a cohesive and open 
society.   

Strengthen NSW arts and cultural activity that drives community and social benefits

 Aboriginal arts and culture is acknowledged as a key pillar of arts and culture in Australia, and we 
promote new opportunities for their professional development, self-determination and leadership  

 We support arts and cultural activity that benefits the many in NSW, inclusive of the wide variety of 
communities and the diverse creative ecology across the State

 Our activity delivers accessible creative experiences that nurture creative skills, improve wellbeing 
and enable a widely-engaged and diverse community of artists in NSW

 We are committed to increasing equity in accessing resources and opportunities amongst 
underrepresented groups across the State. 

Showcase NSW as a leader for strategic arts and cultural governance and strong 
financial management

 We support projects and programs that exemplify financial resilience backed by best-practice 
governance, budgeting, marketing and strong strategic planning that demonstrates increased 
creative production, sustainability and activation in NSW 

 We support the continual improvement of the sector through activity that delivers opportunities for 
professional development to foster strong leadership and delivery

 Successful projects demonstrate their economic viability through the use of strategic partnerships, 
diversified income streams and innovative approaches that build organisations’ capacity to secure 
funding from alternative sources.
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OVERVIEW OF THE NSW ABORIGINAL CREATIVE FELLOWSHIP 

OBJECTIVE

The NSW Aboriginal Creative Fellowship provides an opportunity for an artist, knowledge holder or 
creative practitioner to undertake creative research that will work towards a presentation outcome at the State 
Library of NSW. The successful Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander artist, knowledge holder or creative 
practitioner will be supported to conduct research and engage with the State Library collections, delving into 
subjects and materials from the Library’s Indigenous Collections.

The Fellowship is intended to invest in the career development of an artist who has the capacity to make an 
outstanding contribution to artistic and archival/historical/research practice in the NSW Aboriginal and First 
Nations context and is at a critical moment in their career. 

One Fellow will be awarded a cash grant of $30,000. The grant is to be used for the development of new 
work, research and travel (subject to updated Federal Health advice) among other activities to be defined by 
the applicants. It is anticipated that the first few months of this program will be delivered online and through 
virtual communications platforms.

The Fellowship is only open to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who live and work in New 
South Wales, with the aim of supporting an artist at any stage of their career – emerging, mid-career and 
established - who has shown dedication and a high level of commitment to their practice. 

Expressions of interest from artists across all disciplines of arts practice are welcomed.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

overview 6

The NSW Aboriginal Creative Fellowship is part of a suite of Create NSW Creative Leadership programs.  
The objective of this fellowship is to support an artist, knowledge holder or creative practitioner to undertake 
creative research, that engages with the collections and resources of the State Library of NSW and works 
towards a new body of work.

Create NSW’s Creative Leadership programs support NSW artists, practitioners and arts and cultural workers 
to undertake professional development programs or significant opportunities to support their career 
advancement.  

Taking into consideration NSW Health advice and Federal and State restrictions imposed upon personal and 
professional activities throughout COVID-19 lockdown, it is anticipated that part of this program may be 
undertaken online (using SLNSW’s extensive online catalogues) and through virtual communication channels. 
Create NSW and our industry partners in the Creative Leadership program, are committed to continuing 
support for arts and cultural practice throughout this challenging time.
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eligibility  7

WHO CAN APPLY?
Australian residents who identify as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent. 

It is recommended that the applicant nominates themselves as the primary applicant. The applicant will need 
to demonstrate their credentials and evidence of professional practice through the submission of support 
materials and CVs.

Applicant type 

You must : 

 be an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander individual (Please note: For the purpose of these 
guidelines, an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander individual is a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander descent, who identifies as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person and is accepted as 
such by the community in which they live or have lived);

 have a strong cultural affiliation with country that is now called NSW; 

 be a resident of NSW;

 be an Australian citizen; and

 over the age of 18.

OTHER FUNDING SUPPORT  
In addition to the NSW Aboriginal Creative Fellowship, Create NSW offers opportunities for individuals 
and groups to receive support through other Fellowships, Small Project Grants (Quick Response) and 
the Project and Creative Koori Projects funding rounds. 

Information is available on the Create NSW website: create.nsw.gov.au

ABOUT THE STATE LIBRARY OF NSW
The State Library of NSW collects and preserves materials and evidence relating to our place in the 
world and makes them accessible to everyone in New South Wales and beyond. The Library exists in 
order to support and encourage research, debate, conversation, inspiration, learning and enjoyment. 
We welcome all people and strive to serve them all equally well, whether they visit us in person on 
Macquarie Street, online, or through their local public library.

The Indigenous collections are one of the Library’s strengths and they encompass materials reflecting 
the earliest interpretation of the history, language, art and culture of Aboriginal people, though often 
written from a non-Aboriginal perspective.  

These collected works document the life and activities of Aboriginal peoples from the earliest 
European explorations of Australia through to the present day and include papers and journals written 
by missionaries (such as the Anglican Board of Missions, Australian Indigenous Ministries [formerly 
Aboriginal Inland Mission] and the Presbyterian, Uniting and Methodist churches), explorers (such as 
Sir Thomas Mitchell and Ludwig Leichhardt), anthropologists  (Herbert Basedow and Sir Walter Baldwin 
Spencer).

Importantly, the collection also includes materials created by Aboriginal people, such as:

 testimonies and printed material from leaders Pearl Mary (Gambanyi) Gibbs and Faith Bandler;

 author Ruby Langford Ginibi, and

 documents from political organisations such as the Federal Council for the Advancement of 
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders, the Aboriginal-Australian Fellowship, the Aborigines 
Progressive Association and the Foundation for Aboriginal Affairs. 

The Library’s Indigenous Collection Strategy guides the current collecting of material related to Indigenous 
peoples, particularly in NSW. 

A list of SLNSW Collections can be found here: sl.nsw.gov.au

?

https://www.create.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/librarys-new-indigenous-collecting-strategy
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/research-and-collections
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Key dates related to this Fellowship program: 

Applications open:  Friday 22 January 2021

Applications close: Monday 1 March 2021 at 5pm AEDST

Term
Undertake a placement at the State Library of NSW from the beginning of April 2021, to deliver a 
creative research project that engages the collection with a public outcome. This arrangement will be 
negotiable for regionally-based applicants and must be completed in a 12 month period. 

IMPORTANT 

Applications must be received through our secure online grants system 

You can access the online application form using the Apply Now button on the Create NSW website: 

create.nsw.gov.au

You can submit only one application per round. 

Late submissions will not be accepted 

Technical and administration support will be available up to 5pm on the closing date 

Contact Create NSW if you require this information in a format which is accessible to you 

Please contact us well before the closing date with any technical or administration questions: 

(02) 8289 6520

arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au

ACCESSIBILITY 

If you are an applicant with disability, and you require this information in a format which is accessible to you, 
or if you require this information in another language, you can contact us between 9am and 5pm  
Monday to Friday:

(02) 8289 6520

arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au

The National Relay service numbers are:

TTY users: Phone 133 677 then ask for (02) 8289 6520

Speak and Listen users: Phone 1300 555 727 then ask for (02) 8289 6520

Internet Relay users: Connect to NES then ask for (02) 8289 6520

HOW MUCH FUNDING IS AVAILABLE? 

This NSW Aboriginal Creative Fellowship opportunity comes with $30,000 financial support for one
Fellow.

!

$

https://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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HOW WILL MY APPLICATION BE ASSESSED?

Assessment Criteria

You must address the following three assessment criteria:

MERIT

Your application should demonstrate: 

 the proposed creative research is relevant, has merit, and addresses a significant topic or subject

 a well-articulated rationale for your proposed project

 that it is a well-planned and achievable opportunity 

 the quality and reputation of any previous work – particularly evidence of published/exhibited/
performed work (CVs are required)

IMPACT 

Your application should demonstrate: 

 the potential for your work to be presented/published/broadcasted/exhibited/performed

 the anticipated outcomes and benefits of this program for your practice/career

 your knowledge of protocols, permissions and intellectual property rights, particularly in relation to 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander culture, art, knowledge, stories, archives and objects.

VIABILITY 

Your application should demonstrate: 

 capacity to fulfil engagement with SLNSW collections

 willingness to abide by Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property Protocols (ICIP)

Assessment Process

You will receive an automated response from our secure online grants system once your application has 
been submitted. All applications then proceed through an assessment process as outlined below.

Eligibility check

Once received through the online grants system, all applications undergo an eligibility check. 

Eligible applications proceed to the two-stage assessment process. 

If you are deemed ineligible, you will be advised in writing within 14 days of the closing date and your 
application will not proceed to assessment. 

Assessment Stage 1

Aboriginal Board Members from Create NSW’s Artform Advisory Boards and representatives from the 
State Library of NSW will assess all applications against the assessment criteria to determine a shortlist of 
applicants. 

Assessment Stage 2 

The shortlisted applicants will undergo a Stage 2 interview which will be completed by Aboriginal Board 
Members from Create NSW’s Artform Advisory Boards and representatives from the State Library of NSW.

Further advice and/or clarification may be requested from applicants by Create NSW during the 
assessment process. 

Final recommendations are submitted for the consideration of the Minister for the Arts. 

1

2

3
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WHEN WILL I KNOW IF MY APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL? 
The applicant will be notified of the outcome of their application under embargo* in March 2021.

* Under embargo means that applicants are notified but cannot publicise the outcome until the official 
announcement has been made by the Minister for the Arts or Create NSW.  The embargo period is taken 
seriously and failure to comply may impact your current or future funding eligibility.

notification timings 10

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL? 
The successful recipient will be notified by Create NSW and The State Library of NSW. The State Library of 
NSW will issue the successful applicant with a contract that will cover fees and the terms and duration of 
the program. Due to NSW Health advice and Federal and State restrictions imposed upon personal and 
professional activities throughout COVID-19, it is anticipated that part of this program may be undertaken 
online and through virtual communication channels. 

State Library of NSW. Image: Joy Lai
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DISCLAIMER
Every effort has been made to ensure this publication is free from error and/or omission at the date of publication. 
The authors, publisher and any person involved in the preparation of this publication take no responsibility for loss 
occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of information contained herein.

CREATE NSW
Department of Premier and Cabinet
GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001
Ph: (02) 8289 6520

Cover Image: State Library NSW. Image: Bruce York

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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