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Shivanjani Lal, Palwaar, 2019, installation view, 2019 NSW Visual Arts Emerging Fellowship. Photo: Zan Wimberley 
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Create NSW acknowledges the Aboriginal people across the State 
and their continued connection to their lands, waters and culture.

We respect elders past and present and the role that Aboriginal 
artists play in contributing to their culture.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE

30 Years of Sixty Five Thousand (detail), Bangarra Dance Theatre. Photo: Daniel Boud
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GUIDELINES 
We recommend reading the full guidelines before completing your application.

FELLOWSHIP OBJECTIVES 

objectives 4

The 2020 NSW Visual Arts Fellowship (Emerging) is part of a suite of Create NSW Creative Leadership and 
Fellowship programs. The objective of this Fellowship, delivered with the curatorial and exhibition support 
of Artspace, is to support NSW visual arts practitioners in the early stages of their career to challenge, and 
expand their practice.

The Create NSW Creative Leadership and Fellowship Program supports NSW artists, practitioners, and 
arts and cultural workers, to undertake professional development programs or significant opportunities to 
support their personal, creative, and career advancement. 

Taking into consideration NSW Health advice and Federal and State restrictions as a result of public health 
orders, some aspects of this program, including curatorial ‘studio visits’, and advice and mentoring, may be 
undertaken online and through virtual communication channels. Create NSW and our industry partners in 
the Creative Leadership and Fellowship Program, are committed to continuing support for arts and cultural 
practice throughout this challenging time.

ABOUT THE VISUAL ARTS EMERGING FELLOWSHIP

Applications for this Fellowship will be assessed by Artspace and members of the Visual Arts Board. Up to 
12 applicants will be shortlisted to take part in the 2020 Fellowship exhibition at Artspace in Sydney from 
October to December 2020 (exact dates to be confirmed). 

Shortlisted artists will receive a fee to participate in the exhibition and may be asked to participate in talks 
or other public programs. Shortlisted applicants will be interviewed in the weeks prior to the opening of the 
exhibition as part of the assessment process for the award of the Fellowship.

The Fellowship will be awarded to one of the shortlisted artists once the exhibition is installed at Artspace. 
One Fellowship will be awarded to the successful emerging visual artist to undertake a self-directed 
professional development program.

Funding is available for Fellowship programs starting after 1 January 2021. The professional development 
program (as separate from the project with Artspace) must start within six months of receiving the 
Fellowship and completed within two years.

The value of the funding program from Create NSW is a $30,000 Fellowship for one applicant, and 
professional curatorial support and mentorship over three months to develop new work for an exhibition at 
Artspace, for all shortlisted applicants.
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ABOUT ARTSPACE

Artspace is Australia’s leading interdisciplinary space for the production and presentation of 
contemporary art. Through exhibitions, performances, artist residencies, and public programs, 
Artspace is where artists of all generations test new ideas and shape public conversation. 
Committed to experimentation, collaboration and advocacy, Artspace’s mission is to enhance 
our culture through a deeper engagement with contemporary art.  

History

Artspace was established in 1983 as an artist-run gallery, dedicated to the presentation of 
contemporary and experimental art in a critical context. The function of Artspace was clearly 
defined at this time in its history as an alternative exhibition space, set up in opposition to 
venues such as the Art Gallery of NSW and commercial galleries, which were less focused on 
working with emerging artists. It opened with its first major exhibition ‘A Different Perspective’ 
curated by Terence Maloon in conjunction with the Multicultural Artists Agency at its temporary 
location in Surry Hills. Over the next three years, it exhibited work by artists who at this time 
were in the early stages of their career – Mikala Dwyer, Rosemary Laing, Lindy Lee, Banduk 
Marika, Tracey Moffatt, John Nixon, Michael Riley, Turkey Tolson Tjupurrula. 

In response to ever-increasing demand for space by artists, Artspace relocated in 1992 to 
the Gunnery, Woolloomooloo — a multi-storey warehouse, which in the 1970s through to 
the 1980s was principally used as a squat by artists and as a space for studios, performances 
and exhibitions. To facilitate this relocation, the NSW state government together with 
Franco Belgiorno-Nettis raised $1.5 million in a ground-breaking collaboration to fund the 
redevelopment of the Gunnery into a centre for experimentation, innovation and collaboration 
in the visual arts. For the past 20 years, artists have continued to occupy the building through 
Artspace’s ongoing commitment to supporting artists and their practices. Artspace has played 
a significant role in transforming the Gunnery from a disused warehouse to a premier cultural 
landmark. 

Artspace’s vital role in the visual art ecology is evident in the development of many Australian 
and international artists’ careers with major presentations by Tracey Moffatt (1984), Christian 
Boltanski, Mikala Dwyer, Annette Messager (1985), Simryn Gill and Callum Morton (1996), 
Patricia Piccinini (2000), Marco Fusinato (2000/2013), Mike Parr (2002), Shaun Gladwell (2007), 
Vernon Ah Kee (2011), Brook Andrew (2011) Chicks on Speed (2013), Richard Bell (2013), 
Khadim Ali (2014) and Justene Williams (2014). 

In addition to the Visual Arts Fellowship (Emerging) Create NSW offers opportunities for individuals and 
groups to receive support through other Fellowships, Small Project Grants (Quick Response) and the 
Project and Creative Koori Projects funding rounds. Information is available on the Create NSW website: 
create.nsw.gov.au

OTHER FUNDING SUPPORT 

about the fellowship 5
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Shivanjani Lal, Palwaar, 2019, detail, 2019 NSW Visual Arts Emerging Fellowship. Photo: Zan Wimberley
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WHO CAN APPLY FOR FUNDING? 

Individuals

 To be eligible to apply, you must be a NSW resident. 

In addition, as part of the assessment you will be asked to demonstrate that you are a practicing visual 
artist, who is at an emerging stage of your career.

Groups

 You may apply as a group or partnership - you must ensure that:

 all members of the group/partnership meet the eligibility criteria;

 all members of the group/partnership have collaborated on all the works included as support 
material;

 you nominate one member of your group/partnership to submit the application and be the lead 
contact person; and   

 curriculum vitae (CV) and details are provided for each member of the group/partnership.

Applications will not be accepted from:

 previous recipients of the NSW Visual Arts Fellowship (Emerging) 

 previous recipients of other Create NSW grants, fellowships or scholarships who have not fulfilled 
the conditions of their funding

 organisations.

Required supporting evidence

You are required to include:

 Relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, video, recordings, written material or links 

to websites)

 Your CV (maximum one A4 page). If you are applying as a group or partnership you must provide a 

biography or CV for all members of the group/partnership

 Confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your project (provided as one document), 

such as from partners, venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

eligibility  7
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Applications are assessed against the following criteria:

ARTISTIC AND CULTURAL MERIT 

 Artistic and/or cultural merit of your work, professional achievements, and experience 

CAREER IMPACT AND PLANNING 

 Significance and benefit of the proposed program to your artistic or cultural practice and professional 
development 

 Effective and achievable planning.

Additionally, you will be required to submit a budget. This will be analysed by Create NSW and feedback 
will be provided to enhance your project. 

Funding restrictions

Funding is not available for:

 Costs associated with a project or program that has already been substantially completed

 Assisting with study for a tertiary education qualification

 Covering the total production costs of new work, such as an exhibition or performance. If including 
a new work, it must be demonstrated how this activity will contribute to your overall professional 
development

 Applicants who have already received funding for the same activities

 Offsetting the costs of items and materials already purchased. 

assessment criteria 8
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IMPORTANT

Applications open on 30 April 2020 and close 26 May 2020 at 5pm AEST.

Applications must be received through our secure online grants system 

You can access the online application form using the Apply Now button on the Create NSW website:  
create.nsw.gov.au 

You can submit only one application per round. 

Late submissions will not be accepted. 

Technical and administration support will be available up to 5pm on the closing date. 

See page 9 if you require this information in a format which is accessible to you. 

Please contact us well before the closing date with any technical or administration questions: 

 (02) 8289 6520        

 arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au
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ACCESSIBILITY

If you are an applicant with disability, and you require this information in a format which is accessible to you,  
or if you require this information in another language, you can contact us between 9am and 5pm  
Monday to Friday:

  (02) 8289 6520        

  arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au

The National Relay service numbers are:

TTY users

Phone 133 677 then ask for (02) 8289 6520

Speak and Listen users

Phone 1300 555 727 then ask for (02) 8289 6520

Internet Relay users

Connect to NES then ask for (02) 8289 6520

OTHER INFORMATION

The following further information can be found on the website: create.nsw.gov.au

 Complaints process

 Privacy Policy

 Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.

To contact Create NSW Arts Funding & Development team directly, telephone and email addresses are 
listed here:
create.nsw.gov.au/category/funding-and-support/contact-the-arts-funding-development-team
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DISCLAIMER
Every effort has been made to ensure this publication is free from error and/or omission at the date of publication 
(November 2019). The authors, publisher and any person involved in the preparation of this publication take no 
responsibility for loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of information contained 
herein.

CREATE NSW
Level 5, 323 Castlereagh Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Ph: (02) 8289 6520

Cover Image: Shivanjani Lal, Palwaar, 2019, installation view, 2019 NSW Visual Arts Emerging Fellowship, Artspace, Sydney,  
courtesy the artist. Photo: Zan Wimberley
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