
 

   

       
 

 
Thursday 4 October 2018 
 

Lynette Wallworth’s Virtual Reality work Awavena 
to premiere at Carriageworks following screening 

at Venice International Film Festival 
 

Awavena, the remarkable new Virtual Reality (VR) work by Emmy and AACTA award-winning artist 
and director Lynette Wallworth, which screened to international acclaim at the recent Venice 
International Film Festival, will have its Australian premiere at Carriageworks at Create NSW’s 360 
Vision VR and AR Industry Event on 16 November 2018. A free public exhibition of the work will 
follow from 17 November until 9 December 2018. 
 
The second in a series of VR works by Lynette Wallworth and producer Nicole Newnham, Awavena 
is a stunning tale of metamorphosis, made at the invitation of the Brazilian Amazonian Yawanawa 
people. 
 
The work tells the story of Hushahu, the first woman shaman of the Yawanawa, and of the radical 
reconfiguring of gender relations that took place following her induction into the Yawanawa spiritual 
traditions by Tata, the tribe's 100-year-old shaman who came to believe that the future strength of 
the Yawanawa people relied on power being shared with women. 
 
Wallworth is recognised as an international leader in new and emerging technologies and was invited 
to the Amazon by Tashka Yawanawa, chief of the Yawanawa people, after he saw her previous VR 
film Collisions and recognised a compatibility with Wallworth herself, VR and the visioning techniques 
that sit at the heart of Yawanawa society. 
 
Create NSW Executive Director, Investment and Engagement, Elizabeth W. Scott said, “It is a thrill 
and an honour to be able to support Lynette Wallworth’s visionary work and present Awavena as 
part of our 360 Vision industry event. Lynette is a true pioneer in the world of VR and a constant 
innovator in pushing creative boundaries and finding ways to connect powerfully with audiences.” 
 
Carriageworks Director Lisa Havilah said, “Lynette Wallworth is an acclaimed Australian artist that 
has had extraordinary success internationally. Carriageworks is excited to be presenting the 
Australian premiere of her new work Awavena in partnership with Create NSW. Lynette's work 
beautifully reflects the connections between people and the natural world while always reminding us 
of our fragile state.” 
 
Awavena first premiered at the 2018 Sundance Film Festival and screened at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos. For the Venice International Film Festival, Wallworth developed a walk-through 
extension to the work called The Blessing Space, which will be included at Carriageworks. 
 
Lynette Wallworth said, “Awavena is a true story with all the power of myth. Tata, the 100-year old 
Shaman, had lived through slavery and survived the cultural destitution wrought by missionaries. He 
foresaw the challenges on the horizon for the diminished population of the Yawanawa and eventually 
came to believe that their future strength relied on power being shared with women. He broke an 
eons old cultural taboo and sparked a revolution, one that has resonance for us all.”  
 
Awavena is a mixed reality work that uses the Vive Pro headset to create transitions from augmented 
to virtual reality and head tracking in the headset to respond to the viewer’s gaze. The Blessing 
Space uses a HP backpack computer for a free-roam experience of the Yawanawa forest in vision 



 

state where voice and breath are used to activate point cloud particles generated using a portable 
LIDAR scan of the forest. Fluorescent imagery in Awavena was filmed in stereo from specimens 
found in the forest by Wallworth’s long-time scientific collaborator Dr Anya Salih.  
 
A unique scent for the Awavena experience has been created by Barnabé Fillion courtesy of Aesop. 
Awavena will be presented at Carriageworks from November 17 – December 9, 2018. Visitors should 
arrange their visit in advance through Eventbrite to arrange an allocated time ticket. 
 
Ends 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Awavena was supported through advanced development funding from Create NSW and production 

finance from Screen Australia. Post-production was completed at the Technicolor Experience Center 
in LA from a residency developed through Sundance New Frontiers. 
 
For more information on the film visit: www.awavenavr.com    
 
About Create NSW’s 360 Vision Invite-Only Industry Event: Create NSW has presented 360 
Vision since 2016. This annual event provides an opportunity for up to 300 screen practitioners and 
artists to hear from some of the world’s and Australia’s leading experts and be amongst the pioneers 
in VR/AR content production. Partners include the ABC, Screen Australia, Carriageworks, Triggar, 
Austrade and AFTRS. 
 
The aim of the event is to inspire the industry audience to be globally competitive, to build their skills 
and be at the forefront of the of the industry. 
 
For more information about 360 Vision, visit: http://www.screen.nsw.gov.au/news/360-vision-
invite-only-industry-event 
 
About Awavena at Carriageworks: http://carriageworks.com.au/events/awavena/  
 
Awavena 
17 November – 9 December 2018 
Carriageworks 
245 Wilson Street, Redfern NSW 
 
To make a booking to experience Awavena at Carriageworks, visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/awavena-a-virtual-reality-film-tickets-50380980870 
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