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$2 MILLION TO IGNITE WESTERN SYDNEY ARTS, MUSIC & 
CULTURE SCENE  

   

Western Sydney’s arts, music and culture scene is set for an injection of $2 million, Arts 
Minister Don Harwin announced today.  
 
The Western Sydney Strategic Programs funding for 2018-19 from Create NSW will 
support three new programs and a third year of the Making Spaces initiative which to date 
has activated 17 new spaces to support arts, screen and cultural projects. 
 
Minister Harwin said, “Creative industries represent one of the fastest-growing sectors in 
NSW, and these four programs have been developed to help us deliver our commitment 
to increasing arts and cultural participation across Western Sydney. 
 
“Arts and culture are the lifeblood of any local economy, and it’s essential that we continue 
to invest in infrastructure to meet the demands of our rapidly developing communities. 
 
Parliamentary Secretary for Western Sydney, Dr Geoff Lee said, “With these four new 
accessible programs rolling out across the region, we’re able to provide better 
opportunities for our local artists, musicians and practitioners here in Western Sydney 
that will help us establish a stronger cultural identity for the community.” 
 
The three programs to be funded include: 
 

 Western Sydney Arts & Cultural Projects – supporting professional arts and 
cultural projects delivered in Western Sydney by artists and arts and cultural 
workers living and/or working in the region at any stage of the creative process 

 Western Sydney Strategic Partnerships - supporting significant and long-term 
partnerships across and beyond the arts and cultural sectors, including local 
government authorities and public, private or community organisations 

 Western Sydney Making Spaces - in its third year, the program encourages arts, 
screen and cultural organisations to partner with property owners to activate new 
spaces for studios, rehearsal and residencies across the region. 

 
New opportunities for live music in Western Sydney will also be supported by Create 
NSW, developed in consultation with councils, the Live Music Office and Music NSW. 
 
Applications open today. For further eligibility information visit: 
http://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/western-sydney-strategic-
programs/western-sydney-strategic-programs/  
 
 
 

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/western-sydney-strategic-programs/western-sydney-strategic-programs/
http://www.create.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/western-sydney-strategic-programs/western-sydney-strategic-programs/


Notes to editor 
 
Western Sydney is a priority region for support and development as a key part of the 
NSW Government’s Create in NSW 10-year policy framework that guides strategy, 
investment and partnerships to grow a thriving, globally connected arts and cultural 
sector. 
 
Western Sydney Arts & Cultural Projects fund  

 Applications are now open and close 16 November 2018 
Western Sydney Strategic Partnerships fund 

 Applications are now open and close 23 November 2018 
Western Sydney Making Spaces fund  

 Applications are now open and close 23 November 2018 
Western Sydney Live Music Support 

 More details to be confirmed, please check website for updates 
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