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NEW WEBSITE AND FUNDING FOR LOCAL MUSEUMS AND 
GALLERIES 

 
The NSW public is now able to access every museum and gallery in the State, thanks to an 
innovative and comprehensive Museums and Galleries NSW website, financed by the NSW 
Government, Minister for the Arts, George Souris, announced today. 
 
Mr Souris also announced NSW Government funding of more than $100,000 for a range of 
volunteer-run museum projects. The money will be used to support collection management 
and develop new networks between volunteer-managed museums and other stakeholders in 
regional areas. 
 
The new Museums and Galleries NSW website will display information on the range of 
collections, events and activities at museums, galleries and Aboriginal cultural centres across 
the State. It can be found at www.mgnsw.org.au 
 
“Museums and galleries play an important role in attracting visitors to regional communities, 
which in turn benefits the local economy. This new website will promote many of these 
museums and help them to attract visitors to regional destinations,” Mr Souris said. 
 
“People using the site will be able to create trip itineraries and share their experiences via 
social networks. The site will also use geo-location technology and be mobile friendly, so 
people can find a gallery, museum or Aboriginal cultural centre nearby.  
 
“This is yet another way in which the NSW Government is supporting museums and galleries 
across the State. In addition to marketing and promotion, the Government also provides a 
range of grants, and funding for fellowships and mentoring which are administered by 
Museums and Galleries NSW.” 
 
Mr Souris said the NSW Government will provide nearly $90,000 in Regional Museum 
Networking Grants to support two projects that will connect neighbouring local volunteer-run 
museums in Albury and the Mid North Coast as they develop new exhibitions and visitor 
experiences. 
 
He also announced that three volunteer-run community museums will share in $22,500 in 
Collection Documentation Grants towards professional training and advice to preserve 
valuable local collections. 
 
“These grants, worth a total of $112,500, are part of the Government’s commitment to arts and 
culture in NSW, in acknowledgment of the very important role the museums sector plays in the 
cultural, creative, social and economic development of our State,” Mr Souris said. 
 
“Regional Museum Networking Grants support one-off projects that provide seed-funding to 
enhance and develop networking relationships between regional volunteer-run museums and 
other key stakeholders.” 
 
Mr Souris said Collection Documentation Grants assist volunteer staff in community museums 
to learn skills in researching, creating and preserving museum collections. 

http://www.mgnsw.org.au/


 
“Community museums play a vital role as custodians of our history and heritage, so it’s fitting 
that the Government supports this sector. 
 
“Around three-quarters of the State’s 400-plus small to medium-sized museums are managed 
or run by an army of dedicated, enthusiastic volunteers who make a valuable contribution to 
their communities, as well as our collective cultural heritage.” 
 
The following projects will receive Regional Museum Networking Grants: 
 

 Albury LibraryMuseum, $46,000 for the Identity project, working in partnership with 
volunteer museums: Jindera Pioneer Museum, Holbrook Submarine Museum, Henty 
Header Museum, Yarrawonga-Mulwala Pioneer Museum, and Corowa Federation 
Museum to identify significant local history and collections. Working collaboratively, each 
museum will design, develop and implement one exhibition, ensuring a legacy of skill 
development and tangible exhibits in each community.  

 Museums Australia, Mid North Coast chapter (Port Macquarie), $43,942 towards their 
Waterways project, engaging museum consultant, Kylie Winkworth, and cultural tourism 
consultant, Kevin Williams, to Port Macquarie Historical Society Museum, Manning Valley 
Historical Society Museum, Kempsey Museum, Mid North Coast Maritime Museum, the 
Wauchope Historical Society, and Camden Haven Historical Society Museum to develop a 
water-themed heritage trail and web based exhibition showcasing local museum 
collections.  

 
The following museums have been awarded Collection Documentation Grants: 
 

 Lady Denman Heritage Complex (Huskisson), $7,500 to engage a photographer to train 
volunteers from Shoalhaven museums to photograph objects in the Lady Denman and 
Halloran collections. The images will be entered into the Complex’s digital database and 
used for the website and publications. 

 Lithgow State Mine Heritage Complex, $7,500 to engage a local heritage consultant to 
document iron and steel industry relics held in the five major industrial museums within 
Lithgow City Council. 

 Old Government House, Parramatta, $7,500 to engage a textile consultant to work with 
volunteers to identify, assess and document the domestic collection stored at Old 
Government House. This assessment will be used to catalogue the collection, display it 
within the National Trust museums and make it available for loan to other institutions. 

 
Regional Museum Networking Grants and Collection Documentation Grants are Arts NSW 
devolved funding programs administered by Museums and Galleries NSW on behalf of the 
NSW Government.  
 
Arts NSW is the NSW Government's arts policy and funding body – www.arts.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Museums and Galleries NSW is the leading agency for regional, community and public 
museums and galleries in NSW – www.mgnsw.org.au.  
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