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OVER $2.1 MILLION FOR NSW REGIONAL CONSERVATORIUMS  
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, today announced more than $2.1 million in 
funding for the State’s network of 17 regional conservatoriums in 2014.  
 
“NSW’s network of regional conservatoriums play an important role in encouraging 
musicians of all ages throughout the State to experience, learn and perform music,” 
Mr Souris said.  
 
“Many of these projects include public concerts in a range of music styles, as well as 
master classes and workshops from top Australian and international musicians and 
composers.  
 
“The NSW Government’s support for regional conservatoriums is part of our 
commitment to the arts and cultural sector, in recognition of its contributions to the 
economic, social and creative development of our State.”  
 
The funding includes almost $690,000 for 23 projects to be delivered by NSW regional 
conservatoriums in 2014. Arts NSW provides funding for regional conservatorium 
projects on a competitive basis through the Arts Funding Program.  
 
In addition, $1.4 million is being provided to supplement core funding to the 17 
regional conservatoriums through the Department of Education and Communities.  
 
Mr Souris said the funding will support a range of projects that the conservatoriums 
offer in addition to their core activities to enhance regional diversity, excellence and 
innovation in musical performance.  
 
The regional conservatorium projects to be funded in 2014 are:  
 

• Central Coast Conservatorium Inc., $56,158 to deliver Central Coast 
Conservatorium Presents, including 23 concerts in venues across the region 
showcasing Conservatorium tutors, local musicians and composers as well as 
nationally and internationally renowned artists.  

• Clarence Valley Conservatorium Inc., $23,700 to deliver Concerts @ the 
Con, featuring classical and contemporary concerts by world-renowned visiting 
musicians: Nick Parnell (vibes virtuoso), Grant Collins (master drummer), Bruce 
Mathiske (guitar maestro), Enigma (string quartet and Musica Viva's Rising 
Stars) and Louise Page and Phillipa Candy (soprano, piano; Nellie Melba 
Tribute). All artists are extending their visit to Grafton by providing additional 
learning opportunities for local students and residents through workshops, 
masterclasses or camps.  

• Coffs Harbour Regional Conservatorium, $30,000 to celebrate its 30th 

anniversary with six public performances by visiting professional musicians, 
including five from Musica Viva’s Countrywide program.  

• Goulburn Regional Conservatorium Inc., $25,578 to deliver Blow, Tinkle, 
Pluck and Sing!, an entertaining and musically diverse performance program 
for the regional community. Six established and emerging artists specialising in 



flute, piano, a cappella singing, jazz and guitar will present a series of concerts 
and related workshops and master classes to regional school students and the 
community.  

• Gunnedah Conservatorium of Music, $33,400 towards the Our Musical 
Landscape project which aims to stage musical events in diverse locations 
across the district. The program features four flagship music concerts (including 
one residency), a music festival component of the Dorothea Mackellar National 
Poetry Competition including new works (two residencies), and concerts at 
historic buildings and sites in Gunnedah featuring the Conservatorium’s 
teachers.  

• Macquarie Conservatorium of Music Incorporated (Dubbo), $37,445 to 
present a year-long program of performances, concerts and master classes, 
attracting new audiences through the diverse types of music such as Gypsy 
band music, Gershwin's American jazz, solo piano, percussion and guitar 
recitals, and chamber and orchestral music from the 1700s to the present day.  

• Mitchell Conservatorium Inc. (Bathurst), $55,275 to engage Australian 
performers to present concerts, ‘meet the artist’ opportunities and master 
classes in the region.  

• Mitchell Conservatorium Inc., $22,040 to build on the success of its 2012 
Touchstones project, in which the Bathurst Chamber Orchestra and Andrew 
Robson Quartet performed a suite of arrangements and original compositions, 
scored for classical string orchestra and jazz quartet. To take the project to the 
next level, renowned music advocate/conductor Richard Gill OAM will conduct 
a series of rehearsals and performances to enable regional string musicians 
and their students to achieve high quality performances and a recording of 
Andrew Robson's Touchstones.  

• Murray Conservatorium Inc. (Albury), $47,635 to present Music in the 
Gardens, a series of six free public concerts in the Albury Botanic Gardens in 
partnership with Albury City Council.  

• New England Conservatorium (Armidale), $28,625 to commission and 
present two works for massed Primary choirs and a Secondary 
school/community choir and orchestra by Australian composers, Christopher 
Gordon and Harley Mead, with text by Australian author, Sophie Masson. The 
works will premiere at the New England Sings! concert series in October 2014 
to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Conservatorium.  

• New England Conservatorium, $22,677 to present the Heritage Homestead 
series of four concerts in historic New England homesteads, as well as 
associated master classes and workshops.  

• Northern Rivers Conservatorium Arts Centre (Lismore), $16,200 to present 
The Idea of North at Harmony Choralfest 2014, as well as a workshop for 
choristers and singers of all ages and abilities.  

• Northern Rivers Conservatorium Arts Centre, $18,213 to bring 
internationally-renowned vibes virtuoso, Nick Parnell, and hotshot jazz quartet, 
Stubbs, Grabowsky, Barker & Hirst to Lismore for a series of concerts.  

• Northern Rivers Conservatorium Arts Centre, $11,176 to commission David 
Page from Bangarra Dance Theatre to develop a dance/theatre work, 
Bundjalung: The Gathering, inspired by Bundjalung culture. David Page is an 
experienced sound producer and composer. He will create the sound design 
and work with choreographer Frances Rings and five indigenous dancers, and 
a sound/video technician.  

• Orange Regional Conservatorium Inc., $14,471 for a chamber music concert 
series by regionally-based professional musicians at the Orange Regional 
Conservatorium, Blayney Community Centre and Orange Hospital.  

• Orange Regional Conservatorium Inc., $15,795 towards a program to host 
visiting Australian and internationally acclaimed artists for three public concerts 



and master classes across three instrumental disciplines, solo and ensemble, 
and performing a wide range of musical genres.  

• Riverina Conservatorium of Music Incorporated (Wagga Wagga), $39,096 
to present 20 professional recitals of classical and contemporary music across 
the Riverina by local, national and international performers.  

• Riverina Conservatorium of Music Incorporated, $40,540 to present Hand 
me the Keys, a series of five concerts in homage to the piano, featuring cross-
arts works with actors, projections, and classical pieces. A team of regional 
professional pianists will join regional orchestral musicians to celebrate the 
piano as orchestral soloist, ensemble instrument, and a staple of the Motown 
sound.  

• South West Music Inc., $43,767 to present nine professionally produced 
concerts in seven towns across the region.  

• Tamworth Regional Conservatorium of Music Inc., $25,148 to provide the 
music content for the Tamworth Regional Council operated Capitol Theatre 
2014 subscription series including a diverse range of musical genres such as 
classical, music theatre, contemporary classical, country, popular and jazz.  

• Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music Inc., $20,000 for its 2014 Visiting 
Artists Series.  

• Wollongong Conservatorium of Music, $23,000 for its 2014 Jazz Series 
featuring world-class concerts at locations across the Illawarra region, as well 
as master classes and workshops.  

• Young Regional School of Music Inc., $39,741 to celebrate its 30th 

anniversary with a six concert series featuring returning and new artists, tutors 
(past and present) and students.  

 
Arts NSW is the Government's arts policy and funding body – www.arts.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Media contact: Hugh Cavill 0408 235 997  
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