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Message from the Minister for the Arts
Artists in regional communities play an essential role in developing and
reflecting our state’s cultural identity. The NSW Government recognises that
art is not something that only happens in capital cities. The work being
produced in regional NSW is diverse, contemporary and embedded in the life
of the communities it is created in.
The NSW Government has taken a number of steps to increase funding and
opportunities for regional artists and arts organisations in recognition of the
important role they play.
In 2011/12, this included a rise in funding from $543,250 to $778,250 for Regional Arts NSW
and an increase from $1.1 million to $1.27 million for Museums and Galleries NSW. We have
also introduced a number of funding categories under the Arts Funding Program specifically to
further develop regional arts practice, such as Regional Partnerships funding and Regional
Capital Project funding.
Driven by committed workers and volunteers and connected through the NSW Regional Arts
network, the arts in regional NSW encompasses a variety of artforms and approaches. These
range from the 24 regional galleries which contain significant local and international exhibitions,
the regional conservatoriums of NSW that provide essential education, training and
performance opportunities and world class music festivals such as the Byron Bay Blues and
Roots Festival, Splendour in the Grass and Tamworth Country Music Festival.
Regional NSW is also home to some of the state’s most dynamic performing arts companies.
These range from Outback Theatre for Young People, Fling Physical Theatre and NORPA, all of
whom are engaged in telling the stories that matter to their area in ways that explore the
possibilities of their artform.
The State Cultural Institutions continue to fulfil their role as leaders in regional outreach,
ensuring that the important collections and programs they present are accessible to people
living outside of metropolitan Sydney. Equally, the Cultural Institutions are the beneficiaries of
the expertise of the regional communities and organisations they work in partnership with.
I congratulate the artists and arts organisations working in and for regional NSW on their many
achievements in 2011/12.

Hon George Souris MP
Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Hospitality and Racing
Minister for the Arts
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Introduction
NSW 2021 recognises that arts and culture play an invaluable role in strengthening
communities, particularly in regional areas.
NSW 2021 commits to investing in regional arts and cultural development, particularly in areas
of significant need. The large regional population of NSW deserves equal access to the state’s
cultural life as participants and creators. A vibrant local arts scene also serves to attract visitors
to regional areas and contribute to a sustainable economic base.
With a population of more than 2,519,000, regional NSW covers 800,000 sq km and
encompasses a variety of landscapes and lifestyles. People in regional NSW have lower levels
of participation in arts and culture than the broader NSW population. 80% of people in the
regions aged 15 and over attended at least one cultural venue (ABS 2009/10) compared to the
average of 85% in metropolitan NSW.
Regional NSW boasts over 400 museums and galleries, over 235 local libraries, 20 Aboriginal
keeping places and cultural centres and a range of events and film festivals in regional centres.
Of the 109,866 people employed in NSW in a cultural occupation as their main job in 2011,
nearly 30,000 live in regional NSW.
This is the second annual report outlining NSW Government arts portfolio investment and
programs in and for the benefit of regional NSW.
The Arts Portfolio spans the activities of Arts NSW and the State’s five major cultural
institutions: the Art Gallery of NSW; the Australian Museum; the Museum of Applied Arts &
Sciences; the State Library of NSW and the Sydney Opera House.
When in Sydney, people from regional NSW visit the State’s cultural institutions in significant
numbers. At the Sydney Opera House, 3,793 visitors from regional NSW attended guided tours,
50,507 guests from regional NSW attended performances and 67,775 website visitors were
from regional NSW. The Museum of Arts and Sciences’ (Powerhouse Museum) standout
exhibition of 2011/12 was Harry Potter: The Exhibition. In total, the exhibition attracted 382,739
visitors of whom an estimated 18.5% (70,806) were from regional NSW. Overall, of the total
NSW visitors to the Museum during 2011/12, 21.5% were from regional NSW.
Highlights of the 2011/12 report include:
The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (Powerhouse) delivered seven travelling
exhibitions in eight venues in NSW, which attracted 285,257 visitors, a significant
increase on visitor numbers of 20,130 in 2010-11
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An increase in support through the Arts Funding Program, from $10.4 million in 2010/11
to $11.3 million for 178 projects and programs in regional NSW in 2011/12
Core funding increased for Regional Arts NSW to $778,250 (from $543,250 in 2010/11)
and for Museums and Galleries NSW to $1.27 million from $1.1 million in 2010/11
Major performing arts companies increased the number of regional NSW audience
members they engaged with from 40,000 people in 2010/11 to 45,785 in 2011/12

Figure 1: MAAS Regional Presence 2011/12
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Arts Funding Program
The 2011/12 Arts Funding Program sought to promote a creative and diverse arts and cultural
sector, improved industry capacity through sustainable arts and cultural organisations, services
and infrastructure, increased access to arts and cultural activities and audience development
and participation.
There is strong direct and indirect investment by the State in regional arts and culture, with
$11.3 million (15.7%) of the Arts Funding Program 2011/12 going towards 178 projects and
programs in regional NSW. This included operational and devolved funding of $778,250 to
Regional Arts NSW as the key peak body supporting the arts in regional NSW. In addition, in
2011/12 $1.217M was provided to Museums and Galleries NSW and $318,380 in core funding
to Arts on Tour for activities across regional and metropolitan NSW.
As part of the 2011/12 Arts Funding Program, there were a number of funding opportunities to
support and further develop arts and cultural activities and infrastructure in regional NSW:
Aboriginal Regional Arts Fund
Performing Arts Touring
Regional Capital
Regional Conservatorium
Regional Partnerships
Highlights from the 2011/12 Arts Funding Program and Country Arts Support Program included:
$200,000 to Tweed Shire Council for Tweed River Regional Art Gallery for the
establishment of The Margaret Olley Art Centre as an extension of Tweed River
Regional Art Gallery. The Margaret Olley Art Centre will honour the much-loved artist's
wish that her artist's studio and elements of her home be re-created in a purpose-built
extension to the Tweed River Art Gallery
Support for Archibald finalist Reko Rennie and Streettv digital media to develop a series
of workshops engaging community participants and local artists from the Kempsey area.
As well as engaging 18 local artists and 85 young people, the project mentored Lizzie
Quinlin, an emerging Aboriginal artist from the region
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Organisations and networks
State Cultural Institutions
The Cultural Institutions share their expertise and knowledge with regional communities through
professional advisory and consultancy services, professional development, internships and
lectures.
The Art Gallery of NSW again played host to a professional development day for educators and
curators from regional galleries exhibiting the touring 2012 Archibald, Wynne and Sulman prize
exhibitions. Organised in partnership with Museums and Galleries NSW, Gallery staff shared
their expertise across the range of programming and resources that are produced annually for
this popular exhibition.
At the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, the Regional Internship and Staff Placement
Program had 17 successful applicants, with a balance of volunteers and professional staff,
representing 74 days of contact. Regional interns came from Alstonville, Albury, Huskisson,
Goulburn, Kandos, Wingham, Gulgong, Broken Hill, Batemans Bay, Dubbo, Condobolin and
Camden. Fellowship programs are also offered by the Australian Museum and the Museum of
Applied Arts and Sciences to support researchers and the professional development of
teachers.
Museum2you, a community environmental education project, was announced in May by the
Australian Museum. It has already helped to raise environmental awareness in several regional
centres including Mulwala, Tamworth, Port Macquarie, Orange, the Blue Mountains and
Hawkesbury.
The State Cultural Institutions are leaders in connecting with regional NSW through online
mechanisms, with many cutting edge digital engagement and digitisation projects currently
underway. The State Library’s digitisation and infrastructure program will generate 12 million
images over 10 years, opening up the Library’s vast collection to regional NSW and beyond. In
2011/12 the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences’ Rural Technology Project continued, with
4,000 manufacturers listed, 3,000 images and over 21,000 entries on the Rural Technology
database On the Land. This figure is in addition to regional outreach activities undertaken by the
Museum (Figure 2).
Public libraries are operated by councils and provide library and information services to local
communities across metropolitan and rural NSW.
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In 2011/12, the NSW Government provided Public Libraries Grants and Subsidies totalling
$26.5 million (including $2.7 million under the Country Libraries Fund) with 33 regional councils
receiving project funding under the Library Development Grants and Country Libraries Fund.
In 2011/12, an additional $2 million over four years was announced as part of the State
Government’s Building the Country package to provide subsidised internet connectivity and
online content to NSW public libraries (Figure 4).
Two million dollars from the Country Libraries Fund was provided as part of the State
Government’s Building the country package, supporting 23 local library projects, including
initiatives such as $83,000 for the digitisation of the Kiama Independent newspaper from 1863,
$150,000 to Newcastle to build an ebook collection and 61,003 to Yass Valley for outreach for
Beyond four walls: mobile library van service.
Through NSW.net, the NSW Government has committed to supporting internet connectivity for
NSW public libraries including new technologies like WiFi hotspots. In 2011/12, WiFi hotspots
were implemented in 72 rural and regional public libraries and the service installed 128 new and
upgraded connections, providing more cost effective access to the digital world at 238 public
libraries.
The State Library is also undertaking significant work to digitise the collections of the State
Library to enhance access in regional NSW. The State Library delivered a number of regional
outreach projects in 2011/12:
Enhancements to the physical and digital infrastructure of 27 regional councils via grants
from the first year of the Revitalising Regional Libraries program (Figure 2)
Three exhibitions were displayed in over 35 regional communities across NSW, some
accompanied by talks and collection items
Far Out! Treasures to the Bush showcased collection items in five regional and rural
communities
The oral history collections were an important focus in 2011/12 for the State Library, with a
range of activities around discovery and access. The Library continues to work with the Oral
History Association of Australia – NSW Branch hosting workshops on oral history for local and
family historians. The Library’s Oral History Curator is organising an oral history project around
the recent floods in Wagga Wagga, and is working with the local oral historian and staff from
Wagga Wagga City Library.
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Figure 2: State Library NSW 2011 -12: Regional reach extended due to the Revitalising Regional Libraries Initiative
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Regional Schools’ Access

The Cultural Institutions also provide extensive resources and programs for students and
teachers linked to their exhibitions and to the school curriculum, and are expanding their online
reach to this area to support regional participation.
The Art Forum Program is a new initiative by the Art Gallery of NSW to give students the
opportunity to voice their opinions about art. The program, which targets students in Years 5
and 6, was developed as an online resource for classroom learning. 164 students from as far
afield as Cowra Public School participated in a forum on Australian art and the 2012 Archibald,
Wynne and Sulman prizes where they had the opportunity to discuss ideas with Gallery staff
and with Archibald artist Nick Stathopoulos and his sitter, journalist Fenella Kerneborne.
In 2011, two regional schools, Boggabilla Central School (New England) and Ungarie Central
School (Riverina), participated in the Art Gallery’s ARTside-in! program. ARTside-in! is an
outreach program for years 10,11 and 12 Visual Arts students at NSW Priority Funded Schools
who would otherwise have limited opportunity to access the Gallery’s collection, exhibitions and
services.
At the Art Gallery of NSW, 47,754 regional primary, secondary and tertiary students participated
in onsite education programs and 60 professional development lectures/talks onsite for regional
practioners.
In 2011, the Gallery ran HSC Study Days for both students and teachers from low SES school
communities. Over the three days 406 students and 50 teachers participated from Gosford High
School, Glendale High School, Gorokan High School and Kincumber High School
(Hunter/Central Coast); and Lake Illawarra High School, Batemans Bay High School, Bowral
High School and Oak Flats High School (Illawarra/South East).
By popular demand the live video conferencing project, Art Express Connects Out West,
developed by the Gallery and the Arts Unit at the NSW Department of Education and
Communities, was held over two days in March. With two sessions each day, more than 160
students benefited from the program, doubling last year’s figures. Schools from the New
England, North Coast, Riverina and Western NSW regions participated in the program.
The Outreach programs developed by the Art Gallery of NSW provided tailored and
empowering learning experiences for students and teachers from low SES school communities.
In 2011/12 many of the students in the Open Gallery program were from regional areas,
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including Hunter River High School, Lake Macquarie High School and Gorokan High School,
Shoalhaven High School and Illawarra Senior College.
Australian Museum’s Science in the Bush initiative travelled to the Central West and New
England regions to hold events at Charles Sturt University’s Orange Campus and the Crossing
Theatre, Narrabri, with 1400 students attending. In addition, a total of 115,350 students
participated in the Museum’s highly regarded education programs onsite, offsite as well as
through Museum in a Box and video conferencing.
In 2011/12, Sydney Opera House implemented a three year partnership with Glasshouse Arts in
Port Macquarie which resulted in the streaming of performances and arts education initiatives
such as virtual excursions via video conferencing. In its first six months of operation the project
featured six performances and included a free film and Q&A event as part of the Message
Sticks Festival, as well as streaming of a live broadcast of Bell Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
to 402 students.
Removing barriers to participation for students and teachers, Sydney Opera House’s Digital
Education Program was launched in February 2012. The program allows up to four schools to
simultaneously take part in interactive behind the scenes tours, drama activities and master
classes without leaving their classroom. Over the first four months of operation, 63 schools
participated in the program (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Sydney Opera House Digital Education Program Reach 2011/12

NSW Regional Arts Network
The NSW Regional Arts Network services over 100 local government areas covering more than
662,000 square kilometres, where more than 1.7 million people live. The Regional Arts Network
comprises Regional Arts NSW, Regional Arts Development Boards (RABs) and Regional Arts
Development Officers (RADOs).
NSW has 14 Regional Arts Development Boards (RABs) who provide strategic direction for
sustainable arts and cultural development in their region (Figure 4). Each Board employs a
RADO, who works with local artists and arts organisations to build sustainable partnerships at a
local and regional level. RABs through their RADOs provide significant professional
development support to regional artists and arts organisations.
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Arts NSW funds each Regional Arts Board directly. At the end of 2012, the Minister for the Arts,
the Hon. George Souris MP announced that the core funding to each of the 14 Regional Arts
Boards would be increased to $140,000 p.a. for the next triennial period 2013 -2015.
Regional Arts NSW is the peak and service body for regional arts activity in NSW and supports
arts and cultural development and activities undertaken by the Regional Arts Development
Officers. Core funding for Regional Arts NSW for the period 2012-14 increased to $778,250,
enabling Regional Arts NSW to employ two additional staff members, including an Aboriginal
arts development officer. In addition, the Country Arts Support Program was supplemented with
an increase bringing the total amount of the funding pool to $250,000 per year for this regional
small grants program.

Figure 4: Regional Arts NSW RADO network

As part of the NSW Arts and Disability Partnership, Arts NSW has worked with Regional Arts
NSW to deliver education and advocacy workshops in regional NSW to build the capacity and
expertise of arts and disability organisations in regional NSW to deliver high quality arts
programs and projects for people with a disability and to facilitate collaborations between arts
and disability organisations.
During November and early December 2012, under this program facilitated Arts and Disability:
Access All Areas workshops were held in 11 regional locations: Bathurst; Dubbo; Singleton;
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Lismore; Coffs Harbour; Armidale; Merimbula; Griffith, Wagga Wagga; Albury and Queanbeyan.
One hundred and forty three artists and arts workers, people with disabilities and workers,
carers and parents from the disability sector attended the Access All Areas workshops that
resulted in the development of new relationships and collaborations for future project
partnerships, identification of projects suitable for application to the 2013 Arts and Disability
Funding Program, awareness of the practical limitations and challenges of disability projects
and broader thinking about future possibilities.
The RADOs were also active in the field of Aboriginal arts and cultural development. Outback
Arts employed Regional Indigenous Cultural Development Officers in Lightning Ridge, Walgett,
Bourke, Warren, Coonamble and Cobar to develop skills and knowledge of local Indigenous
heritage in these communities. South East Arts released its Aboriginal arts and cultural action
plan to provide a regional approach that identifies and assesses synergies for Aboriginal arts
and cultural development from 2012 to 2015.
In 2011/12 Arts Northern Rivers held Arts and Business Working Together - Building our Future,
a five day event bringing artists and the business sector together to explore new avenues
available to increase financial support for the arts. Eastern Riverina Arts held forums for artists
and art workers in building skills for working in the disability sector and on developing projects,
with a focus on working with councils and through partnerships.
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Regional Organisations
Regional NSW is home to many major regional performing arts organisations, including Outback
Theatre for Young People, Fling Physical Theatre and NORPA.
In 2012, Arts NSW provided $345,000 in program and project funding to the Northern Rivers
Performing Arts Organisation (NORPA) to support independent regional theatremaking and
build audiences in the wider Northern Rivers demographic. NORPA’s artistic program included a
season of presented works, NORPA Generator and a range of youth, artist development and
community engagement activities.
The network of NSW regional conservatoriums received $718,276 in funding through the
2011/12 Arts Funding Program. Projects funded include:
o

o

$18,740 to Macquarie Regional Conservatorium of Music towards a partnership
with Dubbo Regional Theatre and Convention Centre to present two large scale
musical productions, including Big Band Boogie with vocalist Emma Pask
$49,705 to the Tamworth Regional Conservatorium of Music for the 2012
subscription series, in partnership with the Tamworth Capitol Theatre. This
project presented a diverse and exciting series of public concerts covering a
range of musical genres including classical, opera, jazz, and hip hop

NSW also has a vibrant and extensive visual arts sector with 27 public galleries spread across
regional NSW. Of these, 23 galleries received funding totalling more than $1.56 million for arts
and cultural projects and programs through the 2011/12 Arts Funding Program.
Funding of $40,000 was provided to Orange Regional Gallery to support the development of an
art and health strategy between the Gallery and the recently merged Mental Health and General
Hospital sections of the Orange Health Service. The employment of a curator / collections
manager has facilitated a number of projects on the site, providing hospital staff and visitors with
access to high-quality visual arts and cultural programs.
Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery received funding of $83,476 towards the Gallery’s 2012 annual
program of activities which included exhibitions, education and public programs, and other
related arts activities. The Gallery’s program has a strong focus on contemporary visual arts,
craft and design practice and a reputation for Aboriginal arts and cultural projects.
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Regional Cultural Infrastructure
A range of cultural facilities are located throughout NSW, including museums, libraries,
galleries, performing arts centres, writers’ centres and regional conservatoriums (Figure 5).

Figure 5: Cultural Facilities Directory in NSW

Physical cultural infrastructure in regional NSW is almost exclusively provided by and
maintained by local government. However, over the last two years the NSW Government has
provided over $1.29 million to support regional arts infrastructure.
The Regional Capital Funding category of the Arts Funding Program supports the development
of arts and cultural infrastructure that increases access to purpose-designed and well managed
facilities across regional NSW. While creating temporary employment in the construction sector,
investment in cultural infrastructure projects also supports sustainable employment within the
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local arts sector. In 2011/12, the NSW Government supported capital infrastructure projects in
Regional NSW totalling $597,408, including:
$94,500 to Gwydir Shire Council for the capital development of the Roxy Museum as a
museum of Greek settlement in country Australia
$73,000 to Leeton Shire Council for the capital redevelopment of the Roxy Community
Theatre
$31,500 for the capital redevelopment of the New England Regional Art Museum
$50,000 to Sawtell Art Group for the capital development of the stage 1 extension to
Sawtell Art Centre to provide more art classes and gallery spaces for students, artists
and the broader community in the Mid North Coast Region, with the Centre expanding
teaching services to young, socially isolated, elderly, Indigenous, culturally and
linguistically diverse people, and people with disabilities
$107,040 to Walgett Shire Council for the capital development of the Australian Opal
Centre for stage 2 of the capital development of the Australian Opal Centre, with an
innovative building that will generate electricity, collect and recycle rainwater and be
filled with fresh air and natural light, minimising ongoing running costs
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Indigenous Arts and Culture
NSW has the largest Aboriginal population in Australia and a unique contemporary Aboriginal
arts and cultural sector. Contemporary NSW Aboriginal arts and cultural practice continues to
influence the wider arts and cultural environment in NSW, across Australia and internationally.
Arts NSW’s Indigenous Strategic Initiatives provides access to art and cultural opportunities for
NSW Aboriginal artists and arts and cultural organisations. As part of the NSW Arts Funding
Program, the Aboriginal Regional Arts Fund supports arts projects that celebrate and promote
Aboriginal cultural identities in regional NSW and, by doing so, make the rich and diverse
Aboriginal cultures of regional NSW more visible and accessible. Regional projects funded in
2011/12 included:
$100,000 to Beyond Empathy for community art projects in Bowraville for their Better
Factories Enterprises Strategy, which involves an arts-led social enterprise developing
the town’s capacity to build social cohesion, skills and create jobs. Beyond Empathy has
established several micro-enterprise opportunities including textiles, digital media,
metals and environmental design and a shop/gallery space in the main street
3rd Space Mob’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corp Welcome to Gumaynggirr
project which brought together artists in Gumbaynggirr Country to create new forms of
Original knowledge
Saltwater Freshwater Arts Alliance’s Birapi Canoe Revival project, which included the
engagement of the Dunghutti Youth and Cultural Aboriginal Corporation over a five
month period to provide a workshop program including a cultural camp, excursions and
training sessions for the Birpai men’s group
$49,000 to Moorambilla Voices Limited for professional artists to work with young people
from regional and remote communities in North West NSW to create, rehearse and
perform a body of original Australian music
In 2012, there were ten Aboriginal Arts Officers (AAO) employed within the Regional Arts
Network: at Arts Outwest (Central West), Arts Northern Rivers, Arts North West, Wilcannia Arts
and six through Outback Arts based in Lightning Ridge, Walgett, Warren, Cobar, Coonamble
and Bourke. The network also involves representatives from Saltwater Freshwater Arts Alliance
in the mid north coast and Boolarng Nangamai Aboriginal Corporation in the
Shellharbour/Shoalhaven region.
Regional Arts NSW was able to contribute more significantly to the capacity building of the
growing number of Aboriginal Arts Officers across the network with the appointment of a
Sydney-based Aboriginal Arts Development Officer in April 2012 as part of the NSW Aboriginal
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Arts and Cultural Strategy 2010. This part time position is funded through Arts NSW and has led
to strong outcomes such as the professional development for six Aboriginal Art Officers at the
National Gallery of Australia in Canberra through participation in workshops and attendance at
the opening night of the 2nd National Indigenous Art Triennial.

Screen
Regional NSW shared in the economic and cultural benefits of screen production, through
Screen NSW providing support through its Production Finance Fund and Regional Filming Fund
to five projects including the feature films, Adoration, filmed at Seal Rocks on the NSW mid
North Coast and starring Naomi Watts and Robin Wright; and The Jungle, filmed in the Northern
Rivers. Adoration injected more than $900,000 into the local economy and created 100 jobs for
cast and crew.
Support was also given from the Regional Filming Fund to a new television series, The Gods of
Wheat Street, an original concept by Aboriginal screenwriter Jon Bell, who grew up in Wheat
Street in the regional NSW town of Casino. Shot in Casino and Northern Rivers, this project also
received funding from the NSW Jobs Action Plan. Support for this project leveraged an
estimated NSW spend of $1,879,275 and created 165 jobs, many of them for local people.
Factual television series, First Footprints, filmed at Lake Mungo and Wollemi National Park
among other locations, told the story of the arrival of modern humans in Australia, and Wild
Australia filmed in regional national parks in a series celebrating Australia’s wild places and
unique wildlife.
Through its Industry Development Fund, Screen NSW supported professional development
workshops in Northern NSW through Northern Rivers Screenworks, and in the far western NSW
towns of Menindee, Broken Hill and Wilcannia through dLux Media Arts.
The Sydney Travelling Film Festival toured highlights of its program to seven NSW regional
venues with support from Arts NSW – a great opportunity to extend the reach of an important
cultural festival.
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Touring
Performing Arts Touring
Major performing arts companies toured to 18 regional venues in NSW, presenting 162
performances to 45,785 people in regional areas. This included Bangarra’s tour Of Earth and
Sky to Bathurst, Orange, Albury, Wagga Wagga, Dubbo and Port Macquarie and Sydney Dance
Company’s The Land of Yes, The Land of No to Parramatta, Wagga Wagga, Albury, Port
Macquarie, Nowra, Liverpool, Newcastle, Wollongong, Bathurst and Belrose.
Apart from the major performing arts companies, Arts NSW funded eight performing arts
organisations to tour in regional NSW in 2012. These organisations provided a total of 224
performances to an audience of 51,586 people. This included $58,011 to Arts on Tour to tour
Big hART’s acclaimed production of Namatjira. The tour travelled to areas such as Tamworth,
Orange, Albury, Wagga Wagga, Dubbo and Port Macquarie and included an accompanying
watercolour exhibition and movement and storytelling workshops.
As part of the Arts Funding Program, OzOpera was supported to provide 225 performances
across 148 locations to 45,383 students.
Touring Exhibitions and Events
Exhibitions from the cultural institutions have toured to a range of locations, including Moree,
Orange, Wagga Wagga, Newcastle, Coffs Harbour and Narrabri, with many enjoying increased
visitor numbers from the 2010/11 period. The Art Gallery of NSW attracted 70,574 visitors to
touring exhibitions of the Archibald Prize and the Australian Modern Masterpieces at Newcastle
Art Gallery.
A selection of images from the State Library’s 2011 exhibition Beach, Bush and Battlers is on
tour until the end of 2013 at 19 public libraries throughout the State. The works celebrate the
lives of everyday Australians in rural, outback, urban and coastal communities and date from
the late 1940s through to 2010.
For the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, seven travelling exhibitions in eight venues in
NSW attracted 285,257 visitors, a significant increase on visitor numbers of 20,130 in 2010-11,
while 150 events engaged 52 organisations in 46 regional NSW locations (Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Australian Museum Regional Activity, 2011/12

Destination NSW’s Regional Flagship Events Program supported a number of events in 201112 which attracted a large number of out of region visitors:
The Riverboats of Music Festival, Echuca Moama attracted 7,816 out of region
visitors
Grenfell Henry Lawson Festival of Arts, Grenfell attracted 4,044 out of region visitors
Byron Bay International Film Festival attracted 7,038 spectators and 1,996 out of
region visitors (Figure 7).
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Figure 7: Screenside at Sunset Cinema, Byron Bay International Film Festival 2012 (credit: Sarah Lee)
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