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ARTS FUNDING PROGRAM REVIEW OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, today released an Arts NSW discussion paper to 
encourage public submissions to the NSW Government’s review of the current structure and 
administration of the Arts Funding Program. 
 

Last April, Mr Souris announced that a review of the Arts Funding Program would be conducted 
alongside the development of the NSW Arts and Cultural Policy. 
 

Mr Souris is encouraging artists, and officials of arts and cultural organisations to download 
the discussion paper and contribute ideas and suggestions as part of the review process. 
 

“This review of the NSW Government’s Arts Funding Program will ensure we have an 
effective, efficient, equitable and sustainable funding model to support artists and arts and 
cultural organisations across the State,” Mr Souris said. 
 

“The Arts Funding Program has supported hundreds of high quality arts and cultural activities 
across NSW in 2013, helping to grow a creative, diverse and strong sector that not only 
encourages excellence and innovation but also boosts our economy. 
 

“Based on research and consultation, the review will determine the best way to deliver funding 
and support programs to the arts sector in the future while necessarily reflecting a tight 
budgetary environment. 
 

“It will inform recommendations for a revised 2015 Arts Funding Program shaped to meet 
contemporary needs, however, it will not affect the 2014 program.” 
 

Mr Souris said contributions to the review process are being sought from the arts and cultural 
sector and its stakeholders, as well as other interested organisations and individuals.  
 

“The arts have the power to connect people beyond geographic, social and cultural borders. A 
strong arts and cultural sector not only builds jobs, it enriches communities by creating 
opportunities for people to come together and participate in the life of their community.  
 
“If you’re interested in the arts then you’re welcome to make a submission – we want to hear 
from you.” 
 

Arts NSW is interested in receiving feedback on: 
• Who and what should be supported as well as how the NSW Government might best 

manage its investment in arts and culture, focusing on criteria for eligibility as well as 
funding for organisations and individual artists; 

• How best to structure the program to support a vibrant arts and cultural sector in NSW, 
including supporting accessibility and diversity; 

• Any improvements that can be made to program administration including suggestions 
for new processes that could make the experience and outcomes better for applicants; 
and 

• How the program could more effectively develop, evolve and adapt to the changing 
needs of the sector. 

 

The discussion paper and consultation form can be downloaded from the Arts NSW website – 
www.arts.nsw.gov.au. Arts NSW will also conduct a series of face-to-face consultations in 
metropolitan and regional NSW in July 2013. The public consultation period closes on Friday, 
July 26, 2013. 
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