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NSW GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS INDIGENOUS YOUTH CULTURAL 
PROGRAM FOR WELLINGTON 

 

Minister for the Arts, George Souris, and Member for Orange, Andrew Gee, today 
announced a $20,000 NSW Government grant to help connect Wellington Aboriginal 
youth to their traditional culture. 
 

Mr Souris said the funding to Australia’s leading Indigenous performing arts 
company, Bangarra Dance Theatre, will allow it to operate its Rekindling program in 
Wellington from 15-27 April. 
 

“The Rekindling program is a unique and specially designed educational program to 
develop the next generation of young Aboriginal storytellers. 
 

“The NSW Government is committed to supporting the nurturing of Indigenous 
culture and there is perhaps no better way of expressing that obligation than 
investing in the next generation of Aboriginal leaders, artists and storytellers.” 
Mr Souris said.  
 

Mr Gee said the NSW Government’s funding will support Rekindling workshops in 
Wellington and will be a welcome boost to the cultural life of the region. 
 

“The workshops will see Bangarra artists and supporters assist young local 
Indigenous people to research and gather stories from within the community and 
develop performance and creative skills to produce dance theatre. 
 

“The Bangarra Dance Theatre is widely recognised as Australia’s pre-eminent 
Indigenous arts organisation and its artists are uniquely placed to be role models in 
helping connect local Aboriginal youth to their rich cultural heritage.” Mr Gee said. 
 

Mr Souris said the Government’s $20,000 funding for the Rekindling program in 
Wellington is in addition to the NSW Government’s significant annual funding for 
Bangarra Dance Theatre. 
 

Executive Director of Bangarra Dance Theatre, Catherine Baldwin, said the company 
was looking forward to the visit. 
 

“Bangarra’s artists will work with local indigenous elders, schools and families to 
develop the storytelling and creative skills of young Aboriginal people so they are 
better able to pass on the cultural legacy of their community to the generations that 
follow,” Ms Baldwin said. 
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