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MESSAgE frOM THE  
MINISTEr fOr THE ArTS

The people of NSW should be proud of the State 
Collections which are currently valued at $4.3 billion. 
For the purpose of this report, the State Collections 
comprise the collections of:
• The Art Gallery of NSW
• The Australian Museum
•  The Historic  Houses Trust of NSW
• The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, and
• The State Library of NSW.

These diverse collections span the visual arts, design, 
technology, literature, natural sciences, culture 
and history, as well as the properties of the Historic 
Houses Trust. 

The State Collections feature the very best examples 
of human creativity and the beauty of nature to 
delight and inspire us. 

The State Collections allow us to research, interpret 
and understand our culture and environment, bring 
the past to life and assist us to meet the challenges of  
a changing world. 

These collections have been built up over the past 
two centuries, through bequests, donations, revenue 
generated by the institutions and from Government 
grants. 

Philanthropy continues to be vital to growing the 
State Collections. For example, the recent acquisition 
by the State Library of NSW of an exquisite 
collection of 741 natural history watercolours from 
the First Fleet period was made possible through 
contributions from the State Library Foundation and 
NSW Government and the generous support of TAL 
(formerly Tower Australia) and its parent, Dai-ichi 
Life of Japan. A work from this prestigious collection, 
now known as the TAL & Dai-ichi Life collection, 
graces the cover of this publication. 

Like most major collecting institutions around the 
world, only a small percentage of objects in the State 
Collections can be displayed at any time. However,  
it is possible to request access to some material that is 
not on display. To explore some of the wonderful items 
in storage, I recommend a visit to the Powerhouse 
Discovery Centre at Castle Hill, which provides access 
to over 50,000 objects through its state-of-the-art 
storage and preservation facility. 

Our cultural institutions have substantial outreach 
programs, such as the Australian Museum’s “Museum 
in a Box” and the touring exhibitions from the Art 
Gallery of NSW, providing the people of regional NSW 
with access to the State Collections. 

Technology provides an unprecedented opportunity 
for greater engagement with the State Collections. 
Public access to the collections is being increased by 
making digital images available and through online 
exhibitions. I encourage exploration of the websites  
of our cultural institutions, including the Powerhouse 
Museum which is a recognised leader in this area. 

I am pleased to release this publication which provides 
a single reference point for the State Collections, 
thereby helping to unlock these collections to 
professionals, students, researchers and the general 
public. 

Hon George Souris MP
Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Hospitality  
and Racing 
Minister for the Arts
May 2012
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NSW CULTUrAL INSTITUTIONS 

The Art Gallery of NSW collects, conserves, 
interprets and displays the finest works of art, with a 
special emphasis on the artistic traditions of Australia 
and its neighbouring regions. The collection, which 
is currently valued at $841M (30 June 2011), includes 
European art from the Renaissance to Impressionism 
and Australian art, from colonisation to the present. 
The Gallery also holds a major collection of Asian art 
which represents the countries and cultures of South, 
Southeast and East Asia, and a collection of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander art that represents 
communities across Australia. Across the main 
collecting area the Gallery also holds a significant 
number of works on paper and photography works. 
The Gallery holds Australia’s most comprehensive 
representation of contemporary art from the 1960s  
to the present day. The Gallery is also responsible  
for the Brett Whiteley Studio in Surry Hills. 

The Australian Museum collects, researches and 
provides information on the natural and cultural 
world, with a special emphasis on the natural sciences 
of biology, anthropology and geology. The Museum 
has the largest natural history and cultural collection 
in Australia - over 18M cultural objects and specimens 
of animals, fossils and minerals valued at $860M. 
The Natural Sciences collections include more 
than 50,000 "type" specimens, the most important 
specimens in the collection. Type specimens are used 
by scientists to describe new species and serve as a 
permanent reference to that species.

The Historic Houses Trust of NSW has a property 
portfolio that includes 10 museums and a State House. 
They are sites of exceptional cultural significance 
for the people of New South Wales and for the nation. 
One of the properties is a World Heritage site. 
They are important for a range of reasons: for their 
architectural value, for their historical associations 
with key personalities or periods in Australian 
history, and for their surviving intact collections. 
The HHT has also developed specific site collections 
to support the historical interpretation of museums 

where the original collection has been dispersed. 
Historic Houses Trust has also developed the Caroline 
Simpson Library & Research Collection to support 
HHT’s work providing a specialist research resource 
for scholars, heritage and conservation practitioners 
and museum professionals. The collections held by  
the HHT are valued at more than $36M.

The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (which 
comprises the Powerhouse Museum, the Powerhouse 
Discovery Centre and the Sydney Observatory) 
conceives exhibitions and programs around the 
primary theme of ‘human ingenuity’. The Museum 
bases its exhibitions and programs on the ideas and 
technologies that have changed our world, and the 
stories of the people who create and inspire them.  
The total collection of over 500,000 objects is valued 
at almost $400M. This diverse collection ranges 
across the broad areas of design, decorative arts, 
science, technology, industry, transport and social 
history. The Museum is also responsible for the  
NSW Migration Heritage Centre. 

The State Library of NSW is a world leading library 
which is renowned internationally for its unique 
collections on the history and present of Australia 
and its region. The Library preserves its rich heritage 
collections and continues to develop them as well  
as collecting contemporary materials to enable us  
to interrogate our past and imagine our future.  
The Library’s collection is valued at $2.142 billion  
and includes over 5.5 million items including pictures, 
posters, sheet music, maps, newspapers, films and 
videos, photographs, architectural plans, coins, 
postage stamps and objects and more than 11km  
of manuscripts, as well as ever growing born digital 
and digitised resources. 

The priceless collections of the major cultural institutions of 
NSW collectively offer great depth and diversity in the visual 
arts, design, technology, literature, natural sciences, culture 
and history. 
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ArT gALLEry Of NSW

Arthur Streeton b.1867, 
d.1943
Fire's on 1891
oil on canvas 183.8 x  
122.5 cm
Purchased 1893
Photo © AGNSW 

The Art Gallery of NSW 
collection of Australian 
art is amongst the finest 
in the country. It contains 
almost 11,000 works, 
including  iconic paintings 
and sculpture by Eugene 
von Guérard, Frederick 
McCubbin, Tom Roberts, 
Arthur Streeton, Margaret 
Preston, Grace Cossington 
Smith, William Dobell, 
Russell Drysdale, John 
Olsen, Robert Klippel, 
Fred Williams and Brett 
Whiteley, all represented 
at their very best.



01 Roy Kennedy
 Mission boy dreams 2006
 etching, 50 x 60 cm approx
 Art Gallery of New South Wales
 Mollie Gowing Acquisition Fund for 

Contemporary Aboriginal Art 2006.

 Details continued on page 33

02 James Angus b.1970
 Bugatti Type 35 2006
 steel, aluminium, fiberglass, rubber, leather, 

automotive lacquer 193.0 x 115.0 x 366.0 cm
 Purchased with funds provided by Andrew Cameron, 

the Contemporary Collection Benefactors' and the 
Rudy Komon Memorial Fund 2006.

 © James Angus, Courtesy Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery
 Photo © AGNSW

 The Gallery holds Australia’s most comprehensive 
collection of contemporary Australian art from 
the 1960s to the present day, with strengths in 
every area of practice. In Bugatti Type 35 sculptor 
James Angus has taken one of the most iconic 
racing cars of the early 20th century, replicated it, 
but also distorted it through a gravitational shift 
30 degrees to the right, to create an object both 
familiar but disorienting. 

03 Padmapani circa 13th century
 gilt copper, lapis lazuli, gems and stones H91.4 cm
 Purchased with funds from the Art Gallery of New 

South Wales Foundation, the Art Gallery Society 
of New South Wales Collection Circle, the Asian 
Benefactors' Fund. 

 Photo © AGNSW

 The Gallery is the custodian of one of the most 
distinguished collections of Asian art in Australia. 
Strengths include the arts of China and Japan, 
with developing holdings of Indian, Thai, 
Vietnamese, Cambodian and Indonesian art.  
An outstanding work is this Nepalese sculpture of 
Padmapani dating from around the 13th Century. 

/03

/01

/02
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AUSTrALIAN MUSEUM

The ornithological 
collection of the 
Australian Museum is 
one of the largest in the 
Southern Hemisphere and 
is a working resource for 
researchers from around 
the world. It contains 
specimens representing 
95% of the world's bird 
families. This King of 
Saxony Bird of Paradise 
(Pteriphora alberti) 
currently in the collection 
is unique to the montane 
forest of New Guinea. 
Photo by Carl Bento



01 The Indigenous collection of the Australian 
Museum looks at the history, culture and political 
struggles of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people.  This Biconical basket, worn traditionally 
by women to carry food, is from Cape York and is 
made using a local reed.

 Photo by Stuart Humphreys

02 Mammal skeletons were purchased or exchanged 
with overseas museums in the mid-late 1800s 
to sate the early museum audience’s fascination 
with exotic species. Today the mammalogy 
collection of the Australian Museum is one of the 
most comprehensive collections of Australasian 
mammals in the world and is used by researchers 
in Australia and abroad.

 Photo by Carl Bento

03 The Australian Museum’s mineral collection 
contains over 77,000 specimens, covering more 
than 1200 different mineral species. This one, 
Crocoite, is a rare specimen from Zeehan on 
Tasmania’s remote west coast.

04 Dr Dan Bickel and a school student examine 
a drawer with titan stick insect specimens 
Acrophylla titan (Phasmatodea). These insects 
are one of the largest species of stick insect in 
Australia and represent just one species of the 
many thousands currently being studied by 
researchers at the Australian Museum.

 Photo by Carl Bento

05 The Australian Museum’s Pacific Island 
collection comprises over 60,000 objects and 
is regarded as the one of the finest in the world. 
This carved face comes from the Abelam people 
(East Sepik, Papua New Guinea).

  Photo by Carl Bento

/01

/02

/03

/04 /05
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HISTOrIC HOUSES TrUST Of NSW

Vaucluse House, home 
of the Wentworth family 
from 1827 to 1862, 
showcases the life of 
a family prominent in 
colonial politics in the mid 
19th Century. Detail of the 
waistcoat of embroidered 
ivory silk which formed 
part of the court costume 
worn by William Charles 
Wentworth (1790–1872) 
when he presented the 
draft Bill for Responsible 
Government of New South 
Wales to Queen Victoria 
at the Court of St James, 
London in 1855.
Photograph: Alex Kershaw, 
2010.
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01 The sitting room at Rouse Hill House, located 
in Western Sydney, has an intact 19th century 
decorative scheme with original furnishings and 
decoration associated with the Rouse and Terry 
families. 

 Photograph: Jenni Carter 2004

02 The collections of Hyde Park Barracks, Historic 
Houses Trust’s world heritage listed site, illustrate 
Australia’s convict origins. Leather convict cap 
marked with a broad arrow and the Board of 
Ordnance letters. These caps, originally British 
Army fatigue wear, were standard issue to convicts 
in New South Wales from the 1820s until the end of 
transportation. The convicts themselves were said 
to prefer woollen caps in winter and straw hats in 
summer.

 Photograph: Paolo Busato, 2007

03 Rose Seidler House, Turramurra, built 1948–
1950. The mural on the sundeck, like the house was 
designed by leading modernist architect Harry 
Seidler (1923–2006).

 Photograph: Justin Mackintosh, 2006.

04 Detail of a mantelpiece valance from the Historic 
Houses Trust’s Caroline Simpson Library & 
Research Collection, The Mint, Sydney. The 
valance was painted in oil on linen around 1913 by 
John Thomas Key, a young man from Seymour, 
Victoria, for his sister’s house in Moama, New 
South Wales.

 Photograph: Jenni Carter, 2007.

/01

/02

/03

/04
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MUSEUM Of AppLIEd ArTS & SCIENCES

The Museum of Applied 
Arts and Sciences holds 
over 1100 objects in its land 
transport collection, this 
includes locomotives, cars, 
buses, trams, horse-drawn 
vehicles and a range of 
bicycles and motorcycles.  
One of the most significant 
objects on display at the 
Powerhouse Museum is 
the Locomotive No.1 
which hauled the first 
passenger train in New 
South Wales on the line 
between Sydney and 
Parramatta in 1855. It is 
one of the most significant 
objects in the Museum's 
collection relating to the 
history of New South 
Wales and has been in 
the Museum's possession 
for well over a century. 
Photo by Jean-Francois 
Lanzarone



01 Schroeder telescope 
 Sydney Observatory is Australia’s oldest 

observatory.  It holds the Schroeder telescope 
which was purchased in 1874 from the German 
optician and instrument maker, Hugo Schroeder 
and is still in use today. The 11.4 inch telescope was 
used to view the 1874 Transit of Venus. Photo by 
Chris Brothers

02 Stuart piano
 The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences has 

over 900 musical instruments, spanning 400 
years, including the Stuart & Sons concert grand 
piano which is on display at the Powerhouse 
Museum.  This piano represents the state of the 
art development of the technical construction and 
visual design of the modern piano. Designed and 
made by Wayne Stuart, Newcastle, NSW, 1998-
1999. Photo by Marinco Kodjanovski

03 Jenny Kee collection
 The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences has over 

7500 fashion and dress objects in its decorative 
arts, design and social history collection including 
works by Australian fashion designers such as 
Jenny Kee. Her garments are a canvas for her 
artwork featuring images of native flora and fauna, 
the opal gem stone and urban icons like the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge and Opera House. The Jenny 
Kee collection and archive was acquired by the 
Powerhouse Museum in 1998 and 1999. Photo by 
Sotha Bourn

/01

/03

/02
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STATE LIbrAry Of NSW

Rainbow Lorikeet, Plate 
40, from the TAL & 
Dai-ichi Life collection, 
1790s, Volume 4, compiled 
by Aylmer Bourke Lambert 
and acquired by the 13th 
Earl of Derby
This collection of 741 
exquisite natural history 
drawings and watercolours 
— many previously 
unknown and created 
during the earliest years 
of British settlement 
— remained in private 
hands for 200 years. The 
artworks, depicting local 
plants, birds and fish, are 
elaborately bound in six 
albums, and were compiled 
in the 1790s by the leading 
naturalist and botanist 
Aylmer Bourke Lambert. 
In 1842, the albums were 
purchased by the 13th 
Earl of Derby, a legendary 
natural history collector.
Purchased June 2011
PXD 1098



01 Joseph Da Costa E Miranda's World Map, 1706
 This hand-coloured world map on vellum was 

drawn by Joseph da Costa e Miranda in Lisbon 
in 1706. New Holland shows the discoveries of 
the Dutch in the seventeenth century. No further 
charting of the Australian coastlines would take 
place until James Cook in 1770. The place names 
are mainly in Portuguese, with Dutch names 
appearing in the Portuguese or Spanish form. 
Images scattered across the sea and landscape 
include saints, galleons, townships, animals and 
sea monsters. 

 Purchased in 1929
 ZML 857

02 Antiphonal: Common of the Saints, c. 1328, 
Neri da Rimini

 This choirbook was illuminated by Neri da Rimini 
for a religious house in Rimini around 1328. The 
manuscript includes 21 decorated initials and eight 
historiated initials with gold leaf. The choirbook 
is part of the Richardson Collection, bequeathed 
to the Library by Nelson Moore Richardson. The 
Richardson collection contains 289 volumes, 
including numerous editions of the English Bible, 
together with early printed books, herbals and 
medieval manuscripts.

 Bequest of Nelson Moore Richardson, 1926
 Richardson 273

03 Bondi, 1939, Max Dupain
 The Library's photographic collection comprises 

over one million images. The collection ranges 
from historical images, including the earliest 
known photograph taken in Australia (an 1845 
daguerreotype of Dr William Bland), to more 
recent documentary photographs made in the last 
few months. The Library continues to add to the 
collection with both contemporary and historical 
material. This image comes from the Library’s 
collection of Max Dupain images.

 PXD 1013/11

/01

/03

/02
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ArT gALLEry Of NSW
Collection Size Highlights 
aboriginal and torres 
strait islander art

2374 items including 303 bark 
paintings. 1002 Contemporary, 
2 multimedia, 291 paintings, 269 
photographs, 399 sculptures and 
installations, 108 weaving.

representing artists from communities across australia, the gallery’s 
collection of aboriginal and torres strait islander art celebrates indigenous 
australia’s enduring cultural heritage and its myriad contemporary 
expressions. the earliest work in the collection, by tommy mcrae, dates back 
to the late 19th century, yet the stories, ceremonies and ancestral beings 
depicted in many of the works are testament to the oldest continuous culture 
in the world. from desert paintings created by small family groups living on 
remote Western desert outstations and the bark paintings of the saltwater 
people of coastal communities to the new media expressions of ‘blak city 
culture’, contemporary artists have generated a renaissance of indigenous 
visual art that has transfigured australia’s cultural landscape.

asian art 4436 items including 47 Central 
asia, 613 Contemporary, 2716 
east asia, 64 himalayan art, 34 
photographs, 371 south asia, 587 
south east asia, 4 Western asia.

for many years, the gallery has played a major role in furthering 
understanding and enjoyment of asian art and culture, and we are now firmly 
placed as a leading centre for asian art. the first works to enter the gallery 
collection in 1879 were a large group of ceramics and bronzes – a gift from the 
government of Japan following the sydney international exhibition that year. 
today, our asian collections are wide-ranging, embracing the countries and 
cultures of south, southeast and east asia.

australian art 16,653 items including 9 collage, 
1383 contemporary, 260 
decorative arts, 4764 drawings, 
63 multimedia, 2273 paintings, 
3702 photographs, 4255 prints, 
484 sculptures and installations, 
897 Watercolours.

the gallery’s collection of australian art is amongst the finest and most 
representative in the country. dating from the early 1800s, it contains almost 
11,000 works, including many iconic paintings and sculpture from the annals 
of australian art history by eugene von guérard, bertram mackennal, WC 
piguenit, frederick mcCubbin, tom roberts, arthur streeton and Charles 
Conder along with 20th-century artists such as margaret preston, grace 
Cossington smith, William dobell, russell drysdale, lloyd rees, Jeffrey smart, 
John olsen, robert klippel, James gleeson, fred Williams, John brack and 
brett Whiteley, all represented at their very best.

Contemporary art 5023 items including 1006 
aboriginal and torres strait 
islander art, 633 asian art, 
1372 australian art, 198 John 
kaldor family Collection, 720 
photographs, 1094 Western art

in 1979 the gallery was the first australian art museum to appoint a curator 
specifically for contemporary art. initially representing australian artists 
almost exclusively, the collection focus broadened to include international art 
in 1984 following a bequest from mervyn horton. today, the contemporary 
collection is truly international, encompassing asian and Western as well 
as australian art in all media. With the recent gift of the John kaldor 
family Collection, the gallery now holds australia’s most comprehensive 
representation of contemporary art from the 1960s to the present day. 
internationally, the focus is on the influence of conceptual art, nouveau 
realisme, minimalism and arte povera. in australia, the emphasis is on themes 
that have been central to art practice in this country, with additional strengths 
in the areas of abstract painting, expressionism, screen culture and pop art.

pacific art 747 pacific art including 742 
papua new guinea, 1 solomon 
islands, 2 vanuatu, 2 West irian 
Jaya. 

the gallery began collecting art from the pacific region in 1962 at the 
instigation of our then deputy director, tony tuckson. starting with purchases 
from commercial galleries in sydney, the collection expanded significantly 
after tuckson travelled to the sepik region of new guinea in 1965. the trip 
resulted in the first major exhibition of melanesian art to be held at the gallery, 
in 1966. one of the major lenders to that exhibition was stanley gordon 
moriarty. between 1968 and 1977, the gallery acquired over 500 works from 
the moriarty Collection, the largest and most important private collection of 
new guinea highland art. today, our pacific art collection numbers over 700 
works from papua new guinea, the solomon islands, vanuatu and West irian 
Jaya, and conveys the great cultural diversity of this vast area. a changing 
selection of works is displayed outside the gallery’s research library.

photography 4647 items including 269 
aboriginal and torres strait 
islander art, 36 asian, 3688 
australian, 719 Contemporary, 
1031 Western, 

the photography collection has major holdings of a wide variety of artists 
including tracey moffatt, bill henson, fiona hall, micky allan, mark Johnson, 
max pam and lewis morley. as well as contemporary photography, australian 
pictorialism, modernism and postwar photodocumentary are particular 
strengths, through members of the sydney Camera Circle, and max dupain 
and david moore. the evolution of 19th-century australian photography is 
represented with emphasis on the work of Charles bayliss and kerry & Co. 
international photographs include strong holdings of english pictorialism 
and the european avant garde (bauhaus, constructivism and surrealism). 
photodocumentary in 20th-century america is reflected through the work 
of lewis hine and dorothea lange among others, and contemporary asian 
practices are represented by artists such as yasumasa morimura and miwa 
yanagi. styles range from the formal aesthetics of early photography to the 
informal snapshots of Weegee to the high fashion of helmut newton and 
bettina rheims.
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Collection Size Highlights 
Western art 6418 items including 1108 

Contemporary, 1637 modern, 
1025 photography, 2860 pre-
1900, 3669 Works on paper. 

in the early years of the gallery, our works from abroad were acquired soon 
after they were painted, often from the annual royal academy exhibition in 
london or the paris salon. With the help of benefactor James fairfax, we 
have added to our holdings of british victorian art, including major works 
by lord frederic leighton and sir edward John poynter; dutch, french 
and italian painters from the 17th and 18th centuries, such as peter paul 
rubens and Canaletto; and italian mannerist paintings, including works by 
agnolo bronzino, domenico beccafumi and nicolò dell’abate. at the gallery, 
these hang in our grand Courts along with work by eugène delacroix, John 
Constable, ford madox brown, vincent van gogh, auguste rodin, Claude 
monet, paul Cézanne and Camille pissarro. british art of the 20th century 
occupies a significant place in the collection together with major european 
figures such as pierre bonnard, georges braque, pablo picasso, ernst ludwig 
kirchner, alberto giacometti and giorgio morandi.

ArT gALLEry Of NSW Continued

Richard Serra b.1939
Plate, pole, prop 1969, 1983
hot rolled steel 240 x 240 x 
100 cm installed
© Richard Serra. ARS/
Licensed by Viscopy, 
Sydney
Photo © AGNSW

The Gallery ’s strong 
international collection, 
from the 1960s to now, 
of European art and 
American minimalism, 
has been greatly enhanced 
through the gift of the 
John Kaldor Family 
Collection in 2010. Richard 
Serra’s Plate, Pole, Prop, 
1969/83 represents the 
crux of Minimalism and 
indeed of modernist 
sculpture.
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AUSTrALIAN MUSEUM 
Collection Size Highlights 
CULTUrAL COLLECTIONS 
aboriginal and 
torres strait islander 
collection

approximately 40,000 
ethnographic objects and one 
million archaeological artefacts. 

representing the cultures of aboriginal and torres strait islander australians, 
this collection includes hunting and fishing tools, bags and baskets, 
body adornments and toys. it also includes traditional and contemporary 
paintings, sculptures and craft. all these objects are most meaningful when 
accompanied by stories, which are the glimpses of human experience 
through which indigenous and other australians are learning to live in mutual 
respect for each other.

pacific collection approximately 60,000 
ethnographic objects 

With objects from melanesia, polynesia and micronesia in the pacific 
Collection, highlights include spectacular headdresses from the highlands of 
papua new guinea, a feather cloak presented to Captain Cook in hawaii, the 
malagan masks collection from new ireland, rare nake-Wewi slit drums from 
admiralty islands, and water craft from across the pacific.

asia, africa and 
americas collection

approximately 16,000 items the ethnographic collections from these regions are geographically broad 
and culturally varied, with items representing the material culture of 
indigenous peoples throughout the world. highlights include the forge 
Collection of balinese textiles, the unique shirase sword, and our 2500-year-
old mummy excavated in thebes in 1900 and donated to the australian 
museum in the early 20th century.

NATUrAL SCIENCES COLLECTIONS
arachnology 
collection

more than 780,000 specimens, 
including about 3100 type lots 
of which about 900 are primary 
types.

highlights include all the significant dangerous australian spiders, including 
the actual specimen that caused the first confirmed death by a sydney funnel 
Web, and rare specimens such as Desis, a marine species now possibly extinct 
from sydney harbour.

entomology collection over six million specimens, 
including more than 3,000 
primary type specimens.

highlights include rare and highly collectable species of butterflies and 
jewel beetles to familiar insects such as bogong moths (famous for invading 
parliament house in Canberra and sports arenas in sydney) and bull ants in 
the genus Myrmecia, among the largest and fiercest ants in the world. 

fossil collection more than 167,000 specimens of 
fossil invertebrates, vertebrates 
and plants, most of which are 
australian.

highlights include 'eric'- an opalised pliosaur skeleton, the significant first slab 
of devonian fishes of nsW, and a spectacular range of australian mega fauna 
(such as diprotodon, and other huge animals)

herpetology collection more than 170,000 registered 
specimens of reptiles and 
amphibians from nsW, 
Queensland, nt, png and the 
islands of the south pacific and 
southeast asia. the collection 
holds over 3800 type specimens, 
including more than 540 primary 
types.

the herpetology collection contains the most extensive representation of the 
australasian reptile and amphibian fauna of any museum, including specimens 
of australia's largest freshwater turtle (the mary river turtle), very rare 
specimens of the spectacular long-nosed indian crocodile (the gharial), and 
the recently described vampire flying frog from vietnam, whose tadpoles 
have ‘fangs’.

ichthyology collection more than 600,000 adult fish 
specimens and over 1,000,000 
larval (baby) fish specimens. the 
collection includes over 11,000 
type specimens. the regional 
larval fish archive contains over 
300,000 larvae from over 8000 
collection samples.

the australian museum owns the fifth largest collection of fish type specimens 
in the world. highlights include some astonishing specimens of sharks, sunfish, 
and a coelacanth, as well as early specimens of iconic australian fish such as 
the murray Cod and the black marlin. We have excellent collections of gobies 
and deep sea fishes (primarily lantern fishes) and one of the most important 
larval fish collection in the world.

malacology collection more than four million specimens 
more than 10,000 type lots, 
including more than 4700 
primary types.

the malacology collection is one of the most important international resources 
for the study of molluscs. the collection concentrates on australia and the 
south west pacific with broad coverage of the southern hemisphere. marine, 
terrestrial and freshwater species are all well represented. in recent decades 
there have been large increases in the holdings of small freshwater snails 
(including numerous previously unknown species) and in the spectacularly 
coloured sea slugs. increasingly new species are being described on the 
basis of the dna taken from frozen specimens and photographs taken by the 
scanning electron microscope of the exquisite patterns on larval shells. many 
museum specimens have fascinating individual histories. for example, in our 
mollusc collection we have species named after a curious child who took an 
odd cuttlebone to a museum to find out what it was. the child was lawrence 
bragg who, by the age of 25, was the youngest ever winner of the nobel prize 
for physics and whose XrC technology was used by Watson and Crick for the 
elucidation of dna structure.

mammalogy collection approximately 47,000 
specimens from over 80 different 
countries. among the most 
important specimens in the 
collection are the more than 500 
mammal type specimens.

the mammal collection is one of the most comprehensive collections of 
australian and pacific mammals in the world. highlights include specimens of 
twenty different species of recently extinct mammals, as well as specimens 
not represented in any other museum worldwide. some particularly significant 
specimens include those of two species of tree kangaroo from new guinea 
described by tim flannery, specimens collected by early explorers and a 
barbary lion thought to have been prepared by Carl akele, the father of 
modern taxidermy.
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Collection Size Highlights 
marine invertebrate 
collection

more than 3 million registered 
specimens, microscope slides, 
sem (scanning electron 
microscope) stubs and 
photographic images. the 
collection includes more than 
14,000 type lots, including more 
than 4,000 primary types

the marine invertebrate collection is one of the most important collections 
of indo-pacific species in the southern hemisphere. highlights include highly 
dangerous species such as box jellyfish and irukanji, fireworms and poisonous 
crabs, historical collections from expeditions such as the hCms thetis in 
1898 and a huge range of odd and unusual species such as deep sea isopods, 
crustaceans and endangered coconut crabs.

mineral collection more than 77,000 specimens, 
covering 1515 mineral species. 
there are about 650 cut 
gemstones the rock collection 
contains about 18,000 
specimens. the meteorite 
collection has more than 760 
specimens and the tektite 
collection has approximately 
1000 specimens.

the collection holds many minerals considered the world's finest examples 
- australia's most diverse meteorite collection, including the first meteorite 
ever found in antarctica (by sir douglas mawson), world-class gemstones 
and carved minerals, precious metals, and the world-famous albert Chapman 
Collection.

ornithology collection more than 90,000 registered 
specimens, including study skins, 
bones, tissues, mounts, detached 
wings, spirit specimens, nests 
and over 20,000 registered 
clutches of eggs. there are 
more than 340 type specimens 
in the collection, primarily from 
australia and the pacific islands.

highlights include the finest mounted paradise parrot specimen in existence 
(an australian mainland species that has gone extinct since the arrival of 
europeans), five of only 25 known specimens of night parrot, and many 
specimens connected with famous collectors such as mawson and gould.

frozen tissue over 60, 000 unique tissue 
samples

the australian museum frozen tissue collection contains biological 
tissue samples from species found in locations across australia, south-
east asia and the pacific ocean. this collection represents a valuable 
scientific resource for the investigation of biodiversity, population 
genetics, phylogenetics and wildlife forensics. it is used by a variety 
of researchers from institutions in australia and around the world on 
diverse projects requiring dna identification. 

ArCHIvAL ANd rESEArCH COLLECTIONS
australian museum 
archives

paper and electronic records, 
plus 900 objects

Comprehensively documents the museum’s activities and people 
from 1836, including some of the earliest natural history records 
in australia. institutional archives record scientific collecting and 
research, field trips and expeditions from the 1880s to the present plus 
museum administration, buildings and exhibitions. highlights include 
early correspondence, field journals, scott sisters butterfly and moth 
paintings, fish and shell illustration collections, blaschka glass sea 
anemones.

photographic archives 200,000 photographs australian museum collection plus donated and acquired images in all 
formats. significant 19th and early 20th C holdings of ethnographic 
photographs from australia (thomas dick, Walter roth) and the pacific 
(george brown, frank hurley, pJ money).

research library approximately 120,000 
bound volumes of serials; 
12,000 serial titles of which 
1,200 are currently received. 
the monographic collection 
numbers around 70,000 
volumes.

the museum's research library holds one of the finest natural 
history collections in australia and has developed comprehensive 
and specialised collections in the areas of vertebrate and invertebrate 
zoology and taxonomy, anthropology, earth and environmental 
sciences, and museology. the rare book collection of over 5,000 
volumes contains many rare and valuable items such as John gould's 
Birds of Australia, shaw's Museum Leverianum and rondeletius' Libri 
de Piscibus Marinus (1554). it also holds significant volumes on the 
voyages and travels by europeans during the 18th and 19th centuries, 
including those of Cook, dampier, la perouse and dumont d'urville. 
there is a volume of original sarah stone drawings of objects in sir 
ashton lever's museum. another rarity is a volume of original george 
french angas illustrations of nudibranches.

AUSTrALIAN MUSEUM Continued
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HISTOrIC HOUSES TrUST
Collection Highlights
Caroline simpson 
library & research 
Collection

the Caroline simpson library & research Collection includes material across a wide range of formats: architectural 
pattern books; architectural fragments; wall coverings; floor coverings; manufacturers’ trade catalogues and 
sample books; garden ornament; fittings (including curtain and blind hardware, door and window furniture); soft 
furnishings and trimmings; personal papers and manuscripts; pictures; photographs; books and periodicals. the 
scope of the collection is broad, covering houses and gardens of all kinds and ranging from the 19th century to the 
present day.

elizabeth bay house elizabeth bay house was built between 1835 and 1839 by the fashionable architect John verge for the Colonial 
secretary, alexander macleay, and his family. the house, a superb greek revival villa, was the centrepiece of an 
estate that was laid out from 1829 onwards and which adapted the planning principles of the english landscape 
movement of the late 19th and early 19th centuries to the magnificent sydney harbour setting. the house's 
interiors are notable for their detailing, particular the quality of the joinery, plaster and stonework. the fine 
collection of australian cedar furniture in the house reflects the neoclassical tastes of the early 19th century and 
presents an evocative picture of life before the depression of the early 1840s forced macleay to leave the house.

elizabeth farm elizabeth farm is a colonial homestead built in 1793 for the family of John and elizabeth macarthur, who lived there 
until 1850. the building contains part of the oldest european building in australia and is among the nation's most 
historic sites. the current interpretation emphasises the period of occupation by the macarthur family (1793–1850) 
and in particular the period following the completion of the house in its present form (c1826).

government house government house was built between 1837 and 1845 in the gothic revival style and was home to 24 governors of 
nsW and their families. the house is sited within an important historic garden and remains a working state house, 
hosting a diverse program of vice-regal, Commonwealth government, state government, cultural and community 
events. government house interiors display an exceptional collection of colonial furniture, portraiture and 
gubernatorial memorabilia by leading sydney craftsmen and artists.

hyde park barracks 
museum

hyde park barracks was built as a male convict barracks between 1817 and 1819 by convict workers under the 
direction of convict architect francis greenway. it was the colony's principal convict establishment until the end 
on transportation in 1848. from 1848 to 1886 the barracks provided lodging for government-assisted female 
immigrants and an employment office. in 1887 the site was remodelled as a legal centre. today, hyde park barracks 
museum uses the fabric and spaces of the building and its rich archaeology collection to unravel stories of its 
occupants and uses over the past 190 years. in august 2010 the barracks was listed as a World heritage site.

Justice & police 
museum 

the Justice & police museum occupies a building in phillip street near sydney's Circular Quay that originally 
housed the Water police Court (1856), Water police station (1858) and police Court (1886). the museum collection 
includes objects relating to crime, policing and legal history including an extensive archive of police forensic 
negatives created by the nsW police department between 1910 and 1964. 

meroogal meroogal is a timber house built in 1885 in the south coast town of nowra. it was home to four generations of 
women from the same family and contains an intact collection of furniture, household objects, diaries, letters, 
scrap books, photographs and even clothes which have have remained in the house.

museum of sydney 
on the site of first 
government house

this collection holds material culture that is directly relevant to the place, first government house (1788 –1846) 
comprising objects known to have been in first government house during the occupation of the nine governors or 
directly associated with the nine governors (1788 –1846), images that depict the site and its environs 1788 to the 
present and significant objects associated with the symbolism of the site.

rose seidler house rose seidler house, built between 1948 and 1950, was designed by internationally renowned architect harry 
seidler for his parents, max and rose. it is one of the finest examples of mid-20th century domestic architecture 
and its furniture forms one of the most important post-war design collections in the country. harry seidler 
commissioned many of the furnishings from the leading designers of the day, including Charles eames, kafka 
furniture and eero saarinen.

rouse hill house & 
farm 

rouse hill house is set apart by its remarkably intact 19th century decorative schemes and original collection of 
furnishings, objects and ephemera associated with long occupation of the rouse/terry family, from 1820 until the 
government acquisition in the 1978. the collection is considered to be an archive, including an extensive range of 
formats associated with rural life, including: furnishings, clothing/costume, books, documents, vehicles, farming 
equipment, photographs, military service, races, hunt balls, agricultural shows etc.

susannah place 
museum

susannah place museum, located in the heart of the rocks, is a terrace of four houses built in 1844 incorporating 
a corner grocer shop. the houses survived largely unchanged through the slum clearances of the early twentieth 
century and the area's redevelopment of the 1970s. today susannah place museum tells the stories of the often 
overlooked everyday lives of working people and the neighbourhood in which they lived. the diversity of 19th 
and 20th century decorative finishes, wallpapers and floor coverings surviving in the houses tells much about the 
decoration and furnishing of working class interiors, and documents changes in ownership and the contributions 
made by individual occupants to the updating and refurbishment of their homes.

vaucluse house vaucluse house, one of sydney's great 19th century harbourside estates, was purchased in 1827 by William 
Charles Wentworth, a gifted lawyer and politician who helped frame the first new south Wales constitution for 
representative government. the nsW government purchased part of the vaucluse estate in 1911 to provide public 
access to the harbour foreshores. the house was opened to the public in 1912 and since that time has been an 
important place for the presentation of australian history. interpretation at the property emphasises the period of 
occupation by the Wentworth family from 1827–1862, showcasing the residence of a well-to-do australian family 
of the mid-nineteenth century. it includes items owned by the Wentworth family and believed to have been at 
vaucluse house between 1827 and 1910.

THE STATE COLLECTIONS: ColleCtions of the state Cultural institutions of nsW   17



MUSEUM Of AppLIEd ArTS ANd SCIENCES
Collection Size – number 

of object 
records

Highlights 

SCIENCES ANd TECHNOLOgy
agricultural 
equipment

476 farming and harvesting implements, machines, manuals and photographs related to the 
production of honey, wool, fruit, vegetables, grains, meat and dairy.
•	mckay sunshine stripper-harvester and reaper-binder, plus promotional models of the stripper-

harvester and stump-jump plough.

animal samples and 
products

4507 unprocessed and processed materials of animal origin, including skins, oils, furs, bone and horn. 
birds, fish, mammals and reptiles are represented. many examples demonstrate stages in the 
transformation of raw materials into economically valuable products. 
•	bill montgomery Wool Collection: more than 5000 wool samples provide a snapshot of results 

of innovative breeding programs carried out by australian wool growers during the 1800s. 
by transforming the tiny short-woolled spanish merino into a large, long-woolled animal, 
australians saved the world’s wool industry from being overtaken by cotton in the 1860s. it has 
been described as the single greatest re-engineering of an animal species in human history. 

arms and armour 1221 broad range of edged weapons and firearms from different eras and cultures.
•	edged weapons: includes Japanese samurai swords, malay swords and daggers and Javanese 

ceremonial kris.
•	Japanese samurai suits of armour: 
•	bronze cannon from borneo: dolphin ornamentation, 18th century
•	Correspondence of evelyn owen: consists of 55 letters concerning the development and 

production of the owen sub-machine gun. many early letters are congratulatory; most concern 
royalties paid to owen and his application for tax exemption. Correspondents include J.b. 
Chifley and John Curtin.

astronomy 169 objects relating to and used at the sydney observatory from its commencement in 1859 until 
1982, including telescopes and other astronomical equipment, scientific instruments and furniture
•	schroeder telescope: used to observe the 1874 transit of venus, still in place at sydney 

observatory. 
•	hilger multi-prism spectroscope: one of the earliest instruments made by hilger to measure the 

light spectra emitted by different stars.
•	sydney observatory archive: comprises ten books containing 4,591 pages of documents 

written primarily by the government astronomers who founded the observatory: William scott 
(1825–1917), who held the position from 1858 to 1862; george robarts smalley (1822–1870), from 
1864 to 1870; and henry Chamberlain russell (1836–1907), from 1870 to 1905. 

audio and visual 
equipment

2065 •	transistor radio collection: complete set with boxes of first transistor radio designed by painter, 
teague & petertil; design recognised by industrial design society of new york and, in 1955, 
included in american art & design exhibition in paris.

•	televisions: from earliest production and representative example of all advances in the 
technology

•	John logie baird material: early televisor, 1940s baird portable tv, and a set of 40 lantern slides 
used by baird to illustrate a lecture on the development of tv that he presented in sydney in 
1938.

botanical specimens 5284 •	essential oil extracts from native australian plants: including eucalyptus and melaleuca species, 
accompanied by museum staff publications produced at the time when the museum was a 
scientific research organisation. 

building equipment 
and materials

666 W.e. pennings archive re his building trades apprenticeship: relating to technical education 
of building trades apprenticeship of Wilfred edward pennings (b. 1917), a carpenter and teacher 
of carpentry; the archive includes reports and certificates from the Junior technical school, 
rozelle, sydney technical College and the master builders association of nsW.
Wunderlich collection of drawings, catalogues, photographs and building materials including 
pressed metal ceiling panels and decorative columns 

Calculating 
instruments

712 •	babbage difference engine (part): significant collection of babbage's letters and personal 
documents.

•	automated totes and totalisator material: the world’s best, australia once had a large industry, 
making totalisators for international racetrack betting.

•	automatic totalisators limited archive: 36 records of the company, established in 1917 by 
george Julius to manufacture, install and operate totalisator systems throughout the world. the 
archive contains records and photographs dating from between 1919 and 1974. the museum 
also holds a model of the totalisator designed by sir george Julius and some parts and other 
equipment manufactured by automatic totalisators limited.

roy Wells totalisator archive: 1926–1985 archive of the inventor of the automatic logarithmic 
odds calculator.

Chemical samples 1253 samples relating to many industries, including examples of all the stages in adding value to raw 
materials mined in australia.

Clocks and Watches 402 •	William bradshaw clock and watch collection: contains over 100 rare and exemplary items from 
the 17th to 19th centuries

•	earnshaw chronometer used by matthew flinders on his circumnavigation of australia.
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of object 
records

Highlights 

Computers 236 representative collection including the early siliaC, the first generation of apple macintosh, 
parts of turing's bombe code-breaking computer used at bletchely park.
•	allan bromely Collection: over 570 objects relate to the history and development of computing 

and other information technology assembled by assoc professor allan bromley of sydney 
university, comprising calculators, mechanical and electronic analogue computers, computer 
components, kit computers, education computers, and associated ephemera. a unique and 
thorough survey collection, one of the best in the world.

electronics 1310

engines 345 a world-leading collection including several rare, and a good range of representative, examples of 
steam, internal combustion and hot air engines made in britain, europe, usa and australia.
•	maudslay beam engine: built in england and ran a flour mill and brewery at goulburn in nsW. 

it is the only existing engine of its type made by the company founded by the father of british 
precision engineering, henry maudslay. it is on display at the powerhouse and runs regularly on 
steam

•	otto and langen gas engine: an example of the first commercially successful internal 
combustion engine. one of only four in existence, it is on display at the powerhouse discovery 
Centre

•	halliday oscillating engine: a rare surviving steam engine made in sydney. the engine was 
made by a company that was founded by Charles halliday in the 1850s. it is on display at the 
powerhouse and runs regularly on steam.

•	daimler petrol engine: rare example of an early high-speed engine made by the company that 
introduced petrol as a fuel and made the first practical internal combustion motor car engine.

•	boulton and Watt engine: was built in england and played a key role in the development of the 
modern world. it was one of the earliest rotative (wheel-turning) steam engines ever built and is 
the oldest in existence. it is on display at the powerhouse and works regularly under steam.

food and drink 646 •	food processing equipment and packaging that reflects change in the way food is stored and 
presented. 

•	set of flour-milling machinery: from millstones, rollers and a grain bucket elevator to a flour 
packer, stitching machine and stencils.

health and medical 
equipment

1619 •	royal australasian College of radiologists - robert bennett radiology collection: a range of 
X-ray machines and supporting archival material.

menstruation collection: sanitary towels and tampons, pharmaceuticals to relieve the 
discomforts of the monthly 'period', and guidance booklets about puberty for adolescents and 
their parents. in the museum's research library are magazines whose advertisements document 
evolution in the manufacture and marketing of menstrual products since the late 1800s.
sleep technology: devices to treat sleep apnoea, invented by Colin sullivan and made in sydney, 
Compumedics portable sleep analyser made in melbourne.
both respirator, a variant of the iron lung made in australia, which saved the lives of many polio 
patients.
ultrasonics institute collection: early ultrasound machine made in sydney, with associated 
research material from the project that made this technique useful for medical diagnosis.
Cochlear collection: a series of cochlear implants and processors, invented by graeme Clark 
and made in sydney and melbourne.

industrial machinery 
and equipment

1094 •	rare lathes made by holtzapffel, henry maudslay and Joseph Whitworth.
•	standfield mousetrap making machines, traps and archive relating to sydney-based 

manufacturer of supreme mousetraps.
•	bayram ali photographic archive re snowy mountains scheme: primarily consists of processed 

negative film, prints and slides of work, community and leisure activities engaged in and 
observed by snowy mountains authority worker bayram ali at adaminaby / eucumbene dam, 
Cabramurra, Canberra, Cooma, eaglehawk, Jindabyne and various other camp and work sites 
around snowy mountains scheme.

material technology 665 •	sydney harbour bridge collection: material samples, girder used to test material strength, 
model of testing machine, model girders and hangers, and several reports of testing work.

measuring instruments 567 a wide range of instruments and devices, complemented by metrology standards for mass, 
length and volume from colonial times to the mid-twentieth century.
•	engine indicators, including one used on board the famous ship the great eastern.

medicines 116 potions, powders, pills and salves that were prescribed to or purchased over-the-counter by 
australians from 1860 onwards. 
•	preserved specimens of penicillin mould from the laboratories of howard florey in 1944. 

penicillin revolutionised the way humans treated bacterial infections. 

mineral samples - 
geological

7654 large early collection.

MUSEUM Of AppLIEd ArTS ANd SCIENCES Continued
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of object 
records

Highlights 

models 2036 from its inception in the 1880s the powerhouse museum has collected ship, mechanical, medical 
and railway models. the collection also features a growing collection of architectural models.
•	aircraft models: models of different aircraft such as those used during both World Wars, 

examples of early flight technology, models of aircraft used by famous aviators such as nancy 
bird Walton and more modern passenger aircraft such as a Qantas 747. ranging in date from 
around 1920s to 1990s. 

•	a a stewart engine models: world-class collection with particular strength in marine steam 
engine models

•	sydney opera house models: includes the wooden wind tunnel test model, a sectioned one that 
dramatically reveals interior details, and a spherical model that demonstrates the geometry of 
the sails.

•	botanical models: some by well-known european makers, others (of australian plants) made in 
sydney.

•	anatomical models: includes some made by the early french maker dr auzoux

packaging 599

personal effects 1497

philately 601 large collection that includes Crome and vickery philately collections, significant first day covers 
and early airmail

photographic 
equipment

641 •	kodak camera collection: includes examples of camera design from first brownie though to the 
1970s polaroid

photographs •	Clyde engineering photographic collection: consists of about 3000 images dating from 1895 to 
1950, many of which are glass plate negatives. they document the activities and output of the 
Clyde engineering Works which was, in its time, the largest engineering enterprise in nsW.

•	bayram ali photographic archive re snowy mountains scheme: primarily consists of processed 
negative film, prints and slides of work, community and leisure activities engaged in and 
observed by snowy mountains authority worker bayram ali at adaminaby / eucumbene dam, 
Cabramurra, Canberra, Cooma, eaglehawk, Jindabyne and various other camp and work sites 
around snowy mountains scheme.

•	sydney opera house construction: 179 photographs by max dupain.

plastics technology 366 the early industrial plastics collection is one of the best in the world. it demonstrates stages in 
manufacture of numerous plastics. the introduction of synthetic plastics in 1907 shaped the world 
australians live in today.

postal equipment 188

power technology 103 •	first electric light used in sydney: arc lamp made in australia.
•	switch and key that turned on pyrmont power station in 1904.
•	de meritens generator, switch board and arc lamp: key components of the early electric system 

installed at macquarie lighthouse in sydney in 1883. the arc lamp was used with a fresnel lens 
to throw light seventy miles out to sea.

•	photovoltaic collection: solar cells and panels, with emphasis on the very successful research 
program led by martin green at unsW.

product design examples of product design as well as drawings, design models and prototypes that help 
document the process of design
•	australian design awards Collection: the powerhouse museum is building the country's first 

collection of contemporary product design selected from the prestigious australian design 
awards. there are approximately 100 design objects in this collection dating from 1992.

victa lawnmower Collection: objects relating to mervyn victor richardson and the victa 
company. it includes lawnmowers, the first dating from 1952, as well as promotional material such 
as signs and pamphlets.

recreational and 
sporting equipment

764

scientific instruments 584 includes atomic absorption spectrophotometer, an important instrument invented in australia, 
and a group of early flame isonation detectors, important ancillary devices invented in australia.

space technology 104 the only active museum collection of space science and technology in australia. While the 
collection is small, it includes unique examples of australian space science instruments, such as 
the "aggregation of red Cells" experiment that flew twice aboard the space shuttle and back-
up hardware for the advanced along track scanning radiometer, flown on the european ers-1 
satellite, and rocket components recovered from the Woomera rocket range. includes examples 
of the space technology of the three major spacefaring nations: the united states, ussr/russia 
and the people's republic of China.  
•	e.a and v.i. Crome aviation and space philately Collection: extensive collection includes 

ephemera and memorabilia.the aviation collection includes rare airmails flown on many historic 
pioneering flights, such as the first official air mail flight between melbourne and sydney and 
those of sir Charles kingsford-smith, and materials relating to significant australian aviation 
pioneers. space philately collection includes rare astronaut and cosmonaut autographs, apollo 
lunar program ephemera, and a unique set of first day covers from australian space tracking 
facilities.

telecommunications 421 telegraph senders and receivers, plus telephones of many styles. flying doctor transceivers and 
a pedal generator.

textile technology 2753 hand and power looms, jacquared mechanism, spinning wheels, reels, cotton gin, shuttles

MUSEUM Of AppLIEd ArTS ANd SCIENCES Continued
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of object 
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timber samples 3385 native australian plant specimens: emphasis is on the timbers’ suitability for use in industrial 
applications, from making windmill bearings to the finest furniture. many of the samples have 
been shaped to demonstrate progressive stages of manufacture. about 500 samples

tools 1093 tools related to various trades, including carpenter, cooper, blacksmith and tinsmith.

transport - air 685 the aero engine collection is of international significance and can be favourably compared with 
the collections of the science museum in london and the national air and space museum in 
Washington.  it is particularly strong in World War i vintage engines and one, the 1918 galloway 
atlantic, is the only existing example.
•	Catalina flying boat, genairco plane and Cropmaster: significant individual aeroplanes
•	aero engine collection: particularly strong in World War i vintage engines; the 1918 galloway 

atlantic is the only existing example of its type.
•	Charles kingsford smith and Charlie ulm collections: objects include some from the original 

southern Cross. 
australian aviatrix Collection: items from lores bonney and nancy bird, two of australia’s 
earliest and foremost women pilots. including lores bonney aviation archive and collection of 
memorabilia, personal papers and memorabilia relating to the life of pioneer aviatrix delores 
bonney (1897–1994)
•	lawrence hargrave Collection: dated between 1865 and 1915, comprises models, sketches, 

diaries and archive of early pioneering aviator lawrence hargave who emigrated from england 
to sydney, australia in 1865. he paved the way towards the first powered flight, achieved by the 
Wright brothers in 1903. this collection is listed on unesCo's australian memory of the World 
project.

William hudson shaw's lawrence hargrave archive: papers created or collected by shaw 
while conducting biographical research on lawrence hargrave, dating from 1856 to 1977.
arthur butler aviation archive: personal papers of arthur butler (1902–1980) and records of 
his company butler air transport established in 1934.

transport - land 1159 the land transport collection contains locomotives, cars, buses, trams, horse-drawn vehicles and 
a range of bicycles and motorcycles. 
•	locomotive no 1: the first passenger train in nsW. it is an extraordinary example of second 

generation british railway engineering, very little of which is preserved in the united kingdom. it 
is of high significance in international engineering heritage terms. 

•	goggomobil dart: bill buckle designed and made the body of this car in sydney.
•	arthur h gillot pty ltd transport archive: an archival collection relating to the sydney based 

transport services of arthur h gillott pty ltd, which included the st ives bus service, pymble st 
ives hire Cars and highway haulage pty ltd dating from 1935 to 1998. 86 records.

•	electric cars: includes an early detroit, later experimental vehicles, and a recent honda insight 
petrol-electric hybrid.

transport - Water 378 •	 ice bird: single masted sloop used for the first solo sail to the antarctic by dr david lewis in 
1972–74.

trophies and awards 241

Writing and printing 
equipment

695 •	bombala times archive: newspaper publishing and job printing records for the bombala times, 
bombala, new south Wales, 1903–1987

•	ft Wimble and Co ltd Collection: records of australian manufacturers of printing ink and 
distributors of printing machinery, based in sydney from 1803 to 1994.

dECOrATIvE ArTS, dESIgN ANd SOCIAL HISTOry
archaeology - ancient 324 the museum has collected antiquities since its earliest days. the collection consists of ceramics, 

glass and other media spanning the world but with a focus on britain, Western asia, and some 
from China. antiquities show the longevity of techniques as well as stylistic development of 
decoration and form. Collecting has been mainly opportunistic through gifts and occasional 
purchase. individual items include some fine greek red and black-figure vessels, as well as italian 
etruscan and gnathian vessels.
•	ancient egyptian: opportunistic selection of faience amultes, moulded earthenware figures on 

hellenic-egyptian era and bronze amulets acquired, as with the other antiquities, to reference 
ancient technology and its development. mainly dating to the 8th C bC to roman periods.

•	Colchester roman-british Collection: a pottery gift in 1907
•	guildhall Collection: a gift of roman-british antiquities showing daily life in london
•	ur Collection: range of pottery from sir leonard Woolley's excavations of the 1920s from ur in 

iraq
•	Cypriot Collection: includes 80 glazed byzantine-style bowls from mediaeval Cyprus and a 

tomb group of terracottas. 

archaeology - modern 80 •	 irrawang, raymond terrace: selection of rare complete vessels and shards from Judy 
birmingham and kevin fahy’s sydney uni excavations at James king’s early pottery c1830s 
to 50s. irrawang also has the distinction of being the first controlled historical archaeological 
excavation in australia. early 19th C potteries.

•	observatory: successive excavations at the sydney observatory site have resulted in collections 
of archaeological material spanning the days from its use as a fort to its later use as a museum 
in the maas group.

architecture •	Cyril ruwald Collection: consists of 1424 architectural plans and drawings including; 
diazo prints, pencil and ink drawings, blueprints, negative photo-prints, and monochrome 
photographs
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architectural/interior 
decoration and 
fittings

807 a range of architectural and industrial ceramics (mainly terracotta), plaster moulds, pressed 
metal, linoleums and wallpapers, cast metal door and window furniture, ornamental glass and 
timber, photographic records
•	Wunderlich Collection: extensive holdings of catalogues, building materials including pressed 

metal plates and pillars, tools and design stock books produced by this sydney company
shannon roof tile Company archive: tile and brick manufacturing records, shannons roof 
tile Co, australia, 1928–1982. 
sidney Warden Collection: contains photographs, drawings and journals relating to Warden's 
designs for tooth hotels in sydney and new south Wales from 1920s to 1950s.
soft furnishings: textile lengths and swatchbooks, including annan fabrics, frances burke, 
modernage and ascraft collections.

australian Collections 1000 plus •	designs and motifs from australian plants and animals: objects vary greatly and date from 
early 1800s to present day, from a superbly crafted gold and silver inkstand to mass produced 
pressed glass dishes and from detailed botanical illustrations on teacups to stylized cutlery; 
includes ceramics, glassware, jewellery, textiles and woodwork, designs by lucien henry from 
the unpublished book 'australian decorative arts'; stamped metal panels from the Wunderlich 
collection.

•	royal australian historical society Collection: includes convict caps, marsden clothing 
collection, engraved aboriginal breast plates 1840s, federation porcelain ware, mawson 
antarctic exploration collection, Jasperware portraits of colonial figures, convict pardon, gold-
cradle used by hargraves, dunbar relics, henry parkes objects, colonial military memorabilia 
owned by Captain steel, Julia stewart jewellery collection

automata and 
mechanical musical 
instruments

134 nationally significant with examples dating from 1700s. 
•	mastertouch Collection (1919–2005) comprising master rolls and stencils, roll making machinery 

and keyboard collection of mainly player pianos, archives and promotional materials. 
mastertouch was based in sydney and the last large scale manufacturer of piano rolls in the 
world using a traditional process.

books 1668 technical manuals, children's books, scrapbooks, photograph albums, job books, swatch and 
sample books, designed books, comics, sketch books, magazines, catalogues, comics and 
journals, pertaining to all collection areas. there is also the museum's rare book collection.
•	florence broadhurst Collection: wallpaper sample book collection
•	 'illustrations of China and its people': volumes 1 to 4 of the publication, 'illustrations of China 

and its people: a series of two hundred photographs with letterpress descriptive of places 
and people represented', by John thomson frgs, published by sampson low, marston, low 
and searle, Chiswick press, printed by Whittingham and Wilkins, london, england, 1873–1874

MUSEUM Of AppLIEd ArTS ANd SCIENCES Continued

Harry’s Café de Wheels
The Powerhouse Discovery 
Centre is a publicly 
accessible, state of the art 
storage and preservation 
facility in Castle Hill.  
Harry's Cafe de Wheels, a 
unique piece of Sydney's 
history, is one of about 
50,000 objects stored 
there.. Harry's typically 
Australian fast food, 
especially his classic pie 'n' 
pea floaters, captured the 
public's imagination and 
made the Cafe de Wheels 
a unique part of the city's 
nightlife. The owner 
donated the van, made 
in 1945, to the Museum 
where it was retired and 
preserved after 40 years 
of service. Photo by Jean-
Francois Lanzarone
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Ceramics 7565 large and important collection of european ceramics ranging from antiquities and medieval tiles 
to recent studio production; complemented by australian holdings with strengths in late 19th 
century pottery and commercial post 1945 studio ceramics, and by asian ceramics, particularly 
Chinese and southeast asian trade vessels.
•	the doulton Ceramics Collection: over 1000 objects dating from 1879 to today, this is one of the 

world's most significant collections; includes many rare, unique and experimental pieces; also 
designs with australian themes made for the australian market, beginning with the ‘australian 
flora’ series by sydney botanical illustrator helena forde in 1879. 

•	Worcester porcelain collection: around 90 pieces purchased by the museum in 1882
•	 18th - 19th century english Ceramics : works by Wedgwood, minton and other leading english 

manufactories; includes an important selection of rococo porcelains and neoclassical 
Wedgwoods

•	minton peacock Conservatory ornament: a large and innovative majolica sculpture designed for 
display in international world expos, including that in melbourne in 1882. 

•	meissen bust of baron schmiedel: modelled by J J kändler in germany in 1739, this tour-de–
force of early european porcelain is one of only three remaining in the world.

•	 islamic tiles and vessels: small selection of islamic tiles encompassing diyabakir in turkey, 
damascus and aleppo in syria and a some tiles from iran (persia) and afghanistan. the stand-
out in the selection is a partial iznik tile from the ayub ansari in istanbul.

•	australian and international studio ceramics; large selection of studio ceramics, especially 
australian; includes emily and eric bryce Carter, les blakebrough, peter rushforth, allan lowe, 
shiga shigeo, merric boyd, david and hermia boyd, derek smith, milton moon, mollie douglas, 
Janet mansfield, alan peascod, peter travis, tom sanders, lucie rie and hans Coper, margaret 
tuckson, William ricketts, reg preston, greg daly, thancoupie, patsy hely, Jenny orchard, 
margret dodd, and, most recently, penny byrne. 

leslie m and Janice m haynes indigenous potters' Collection: earthenware and stoneware 
pots made between 1967 and 1974 by indigenous potters training at the Ceramics research unit 
at bagot, near darwin. 
•	australian Commercial potteries; rich in commercial potteries spanning the late 19th C to the 

1960s; companies from all over australia but most comprehensive for nsW; includes fowler, 
bennett, bosely, ksoter’s premier, bendigo, mayland’s (holford), hindmarch, John Campbells , 
mashmans, remued, bakewells, diana and pates.

•	China painting (mainly 1920s to 50s): exclusively practised by women who decorated ceramic 
blanks from a variety of makers in designs that echoed regional and period interests of an era. 
gladys reynell, fly hubble, olive nock, muriel Cornish, flora landells, may Jons, lorraine ellis, 
Jessie moore, ethel Warburton, maida Wright and r mann have become very famous for their 
art and their role in promoting women’s art in arts and Crafts.

•	early southeast asian and Chinese trade ceramics: 14th-18th century, mainly from vietnam and 
thailand, includes mal maloney and alastair morrison collections. 

•	Chinese and Japanese ceramics : song and ming, seto ware and trade wares
•	belleek pottery Collection and archive: includes cups and saucers, dishes and jugs; the archive 

consists of papers relating to robert William armstrong of belleek pottery ltd, fermanagh, 
ireland, 1860–1882.

Ceremonial objects 336 Collection reflects spiritual practice and includes priests' vestments, prayer beads, ritual objects 
and figurines, large temple shrines and small portable shrines.
•	ecclesiastical vestment: brocade dalmatics
•	buddhist, hindu and Jain figurines: intended for use as household deities
•	burmese and Japanese shrines
•	korean ritual bell:
•	australian communion cup: by hendrik forster for st patrick's Cathedral, parramatta

decorative metalwork 1445 range of works by australian silversmiths and goldsmiths in nsW, victoria, south australia and 
Western australia; including elaborate 19th C australian epergnes, presentation pieces, trophies 
and cups by artists such as William kerr, hogarth & erichsen, Julius schomburgk, William 
edwards, evan Jones. Jm Wendt, and henry steiner. Collection also includes non-european 
examples.
•	William kerr cricket trophy: made in sydney in 1878 
•	gold 1871 sydney cup: made by Christian Qwist
•	tableware: silver and epns (electroplated nickel silver) tableware, trophies, napkin rings and 

spoons made and/or used in australia mostly between the 1890s and 1950s; includes fine early 
19th C spoons by alexander dick.

•	tsuba Collection: approximately 500 Japanese sword guards, dated 1600s to early 1900s. 

decorative Woodwork 532 Consists of decorative woodwork and wood from a variety of cultures around the world as well 
as products made from australian timbers. identifies applied skills such as turning, carving, 
decorative inlay, marquetry & poker work. some cross over with furniture collection. 
•	sydney international exhibition 1879 exhibits
•	decorative furniture: including James lennox armchair, egyptian revival suite, gillow & Co 

cabinet on stand
•	australian poker work collection.
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design archives •	fred Ward design archive: created by and relating to the australian designer fred Ward, from 
1947 to 1988.

•	dahl and geoffrey Collings design archive: contains work and correspondence by the 
commercial and industrial designers dahl and geoffrey Collings who played a vital role in 
introducing australian industry to modernism. this archive contains examples of the commercial 
artwork they created while in london 1935–39; dahl Collings' work for the orient line 1938–60; 
costume designs for the film 'eureka stockade'; examples of work while in new york 1950–53; 
and advertisements and magazine layouts they created in sydney during the 1940s.

•	gordon andrews design archive: including designs for the australian decimal banknotes 
•	douglas annand design archive: douglas annand (1903–1976) was one of australian's most 

outstanding designers. his major clients included Qantas, david Jones, mobil, p&o orient line, 
C.s.r., universities of melbourne and new south Wales, bank of adelaide and sydney ure 
smith. this collection provides a comprehensive record of douglas annand's work over a period 
of more than forty years with all of the major and most of the lesser commissions and projects 
included, such as the royal visit decorations.

•	max forbes design archive: industrial and exhibition design by max forbes, london/melbourne, 
1948–1989

margaret lord design archive: photographs, diaries, books and publications relating to the 
design work and life of sydney-based interior designer margaret lord, dating from 1930 to 1975 
•	frank mitchell fashion design archive: printed material including newspapers, photographs, 

labels and magazines, relating to australian fashion designer frank mitchell, 1949–1978: fashion 
parades (1949–56), theatre programmes (1957–59), correspondence received (1949–63), 
newspaper and magazine articles (1945–78), photographs (c.1949–78), miscellaneous material 
(c.1879–1980), and cardboard display sheets (c.1957–58). 226 items. 

didactic displays 904 many were originally created for exhibition when the museum's mandate was to support the 
technical education of young australians; include glass manufacture, needlework, fishing hooks, 
cotton manufacture, horn spoon making, button making - generally outlining late 19th and early 
20th century technologies.

documents 3032 diverse range relevant to and contextualising many of the collection areas; includes manuals and 
design guidelines, letters, contracts etc

domestic equipment 
- home

2552 appliances and technologies used in the australian home from late 19th and 20th centuries, and 
associated advertising material. domestic tools and equipment from a man's shed.
victa lawnmower Collection: objects relating to mervyn victor richardson and the victa 
company. it includes lawnmowers, the first dating from 1953, as well as archival material and 
promotional material such as signs and pamphlets.
domestic history collection: includes kitchen and laundry equipment such as kettles, rolling pins, 
irons, washing boards etc

dress accessories shoes, hats, bags, purses, belts, belt accessories and fans
•	footwear and shoemaking objects: from remnants of leather middle ages shoes to european 

shoes of the 1600s, 'foreign' shoes collected as curiosities, buckles, clogs and spurs
•	the first pair of elastic sided boots: invented by Joseph sparkes hall; said to be his prototype 

boots, patented in 1837 and presented to Queen victoria, who wore them. 
•	Joseph box shoe Collection: an important collection of footwear and shoemaking objects 

thought to have been initiated by the london shoemaker, robert dixon box, and consolidated 
by his son, Joseph box and the box kingham family during the second half of the 1800s. 
includes many examples of non-european shoes, eg Japanese thongs, turkish bathhouse clogs 
and american indian moccasins.

•	beecher-moore stocking Collection: over 100 pairs of stockings collected between 1978 and 
1985 by costume enthusiast mrs naona beecher-moore.

•	hedda morrison Chinese toggle collection: dating 1700s to early 1900s, one rarest and the 
largest collection of Chinese toggles in the world. 

•	Japanese netsuke and inro collection; 1700s to early 1900s. 
•	european, Chinese and australian fans: large collection of decorative folding and screen fans

ephemera 593 Concert programs and other performing arts material such as tickets, fan photos, bookmarks, 
travel souvenirs.
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fashion and dress 7607 one of the most comprehensive collections of historical and contemporary fashion and dress in 
australia. it is unique in scope, reflecting the museum’s diverse collecting areas spanning science, 
technology, australian history and society and decorative arts and design. there are more than 
30,000 individual items of men’s, women’s and children’s clothing and accessories, fashion plates, 
drawings, photographs, swatchbooks, designer archives and fashion magazines. holdings include:
•	men's and women’s 18th century dress including an 18th century open-robe brocaded in metallic 

thread.
•	 18th, 19th and 20th century fashion plates.
•	Women’s and children’s 19th century dress, underwear and accessories.
•	20th and 21st centuries' most influential designers/labels: including mario fortuny, elsa 

schiaparelli, madeleine vionnet, Claire mcCardell, giorgio armani, versace, Chanel, gucci, 
Courreges, Comme des garçons, issey miyake and Christian dior. 

•	20th and 21st century australian labels: including easton pearson, akira isogawa, michelle Jank 
and substantial archives of Jenny kee, linda Jackson and Collette dinnigan.

•	Celebrity dresses: sonia mcmahon’s evening dress, crochet dress by romance Was born worn 
by Cate blanchett, lisa ho dress worn by delta goodrem to the aria awards.

•	manufacturer’s archives from berlei, Cornelius furs and speedo, including competitive 
swimwear from the olympic games dating from 1964 to the present, alongside the work of 
international and australian fashion designers and craftspeople 

•	australian fashion Week archive.
•	gay and lesbian celebratory dress: spectacular costumes from key designers associated with 

sydney’s gay and lesbian community and the sydney gay and lesbian mardi gras.
•	occupational dress: relating to specific collecting areas including nsW postal workers, flight 

attendants, cosmonauts and antarctic explorers.
•	australian muslim designers: documenting the emerging modest fashion market in sydney.
•	subcultural and alternative dressing in australia: from goths to diy punks, their richness and 

diversity is documented through filmed interviews and photography 
•	sydney 2000 olympic games opening and closing ceremony costumes and athletes uniforms.
•	berlei underwear Collection and archive: contains underwear and corsetry from 1860 to the 

1980s, including corsets, brassieres, underpants, girdles, stockings, suspender belts, maternity 
garments, surgical supports and samples. 

speedo swimwear Collection: a range of swimwear, accessories, designs, and catalogues from 
speedo, the swimwear design company started in sydney in1929, dating from the 1930s to the 
present.
Jenny kee and linda Jackson Collections: clothing, textiles, original artwork and archival 
material relating to two of australia's leading designers, activists and personalities, dating from 
1967 to 1995.
gene sherman Japanese fashion Collection: examples of contemporary fashion by key Japanese 
designers owned and worn by gene sherman from the late 1980s to 2007; includes outfits by 
issey miyake, yohji yamamoto, Comme des garçons and the Japanese-australian designer akira 
isogawa
•	Chinese dress: court dresses and accessories
•	Japanese dress, including kimonos and suits of samurai armour

festive decorations 117 decorations created for sites, events and festivals of nsW, particularly royal visits, 2000 
olympic games, centenary of federation, mardi gras. street decorations.

furniture 665 internationally significant collection that includes both historical and contemporary works by 
australian and international designers and makers. the collection features:
•	australian Colonial: eg. Clements collecting cabinets, works by oatley and lenehan.
•	governor lachlan macquarie’s chair: made in australia in 1816 from rose mahogany, casuarina 

and australian red cedar, upholstered in eastern grey wallaby fur. 
•	 international historical: includes pieces by thomas hope, Christopher dresser, thonet, goddard, 

Charles rennie mackintosh, majorelle and bugatti
•	Thomas Hope suite: rare example of egyptian revival furniture of the english regency period 

designed and made in england around 1803. 
•	Charles rennie mackintosh chair: designed by mackintosh for use in the luncheon room of miss 

Cranston's argyle street tearooms in glasgow, about 1897. 
•	 international Contemporary: designers such as reitveldt, breuer, aalto, eames, memphis, starck
•	australian Contemporary: designers such as marc newson, grant & mary featherstone, furey, 

Ward

glass 1434 broadly representative, dating from roman era to australian commercial glass.
•	australian and international studio glass: selection of the most famous international pieces of 

the 1950s including ‘apple’ vase by ingeborg lundin, sweden, 1957 and ’sommerso’ by luciano 
gaspari, italy, 1958 and alvaar alto. australian glass includes variety of glass artists from 
thomas Webb of the 19th C, elliot and edols to robert Wynne.

•	 international commercial glass; includes late 19th to early 20th C examples by lalique, daum, and 
tiffany & Co.

•	Crown Crystal and Crown Corning collection: production at their Waterloo factory in sydney 
ranged from pin dishes to salad bowls and ash trays to electric insulators. Corning took over 
Crown and the later period from the 1960s to 80s is mainly represented by denise larcombe's 
designs using the newest technology that gave glass the appearance of blown glass; includes 
original design drawings, brochures, photographs and awards.
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Jewellery 1477 large collection of australian and international content with many objects of national 
significance; includes victorian mourning jewellery, australian contemporary jewellery, african 
beaded necklaces and miao silver neckpiece and bangles. 
•	australian gold rush jewellery: miners and others celebrated new-found wealth by 

commissioning ‘gold-fields’ jewellery that usually incorporated the tools of the trade from 
wind-lasses to shovels – as well as the odd natural nugget. makers include edward austin and 
hogarth, erichsen & Co.

•	Cross Currents collection: australian jewellery, 1980s.

Juvenilia 854 Children's material culture including everyday, special occasion and dress up clothes, toys (see 
below), furniture and educational materials.

lace 468 a comprehensive and well documented australian and international collection of lace dating from 
the 1500s; includes hand made lace, lace garments and accessories, machine-made lace and the 
work of contemporary designers and lace makers. 
•	margaret holt collection of lace and lacemaking equipment.

lacquer 100 Cross cultural collection of mainly asian lacquerwork including burmese, Japanese and kashmiri 
pieces.
•	henry Japanese Comb Collection: highly decorative combs demonstrating superb 

craftsmanship, dating 1600s to early 1900s

musical instruments 936 nationally significant collection covering 400 years of musical instruments with over 900 actual 
instruments, historical and contemporary, european influence plus examples from a variety of 
non-european cultures. Comprises keyboards, bowed and plucked strings, woodwind, brass, 
percussion, electronic and mechanical. also sheet music, tools, documents, letters, photos and 
posters.
•	australian Colonial instruments – includes earliest australian-made piano by benham (c.1835) 

and earliest australian-made bowed instrument (double bass by devereux, 1856). also 
instruments by Johnson, Wainwright, ellard.

•	keyboard Collection – 120 objects dating from 1629 to 2000. italian virginals, kirckman 
harpsichord, revolutionary stuart & sons piano.

•	violins, guitars and flutes: 150 violins with strong australian-made and european focus from 
about 1670. featured makers include gragnani, ae smith, devereux; guitars from late 1700s 
to present with performers instruments represented eg aC dC and easybeats; flutes from late 
1700s to 1980, australian and international with players' instruments represented eg. neville 
amadio, david Cubbin, Jane rutter and patrick thomas.

•	ea & v i Crome music Collection, comprising approximately 500 items including violins, sheet 
music and archives of australian makers.

•	sheet music and documents: includes a handel messiah score, violin documents from 1480s, 
viotti letters.

•	electronic music Collection: approximately 40 electric and electronic musical instruments from 
the 1930s to the present day. the collection features the fairlight musical instrument with 
an archive from tony fuse relating the development of Qasar m8 and the fairlight Cmi. the 
collection also includes an extensive range of studio equipment from composer don banks' 
music studio in Canberra and the adelaide studio of tristram Cary.

numismatics 22069 the numismatics collection is the result of a 1961 amalgamation of four state collections that 
was followed by forty years of intense development that saw the collection double in size. 
government legislation had seen fit to create this single state collection and the result is the 
largest and most comprehensive in nsW composed from the australian museum which had 
absorbed the mitchell library collection in 1940, the state library of nsW and the art gallery of 
nsW. highlights include
•	australian prize & commemorative medals; Comprises colonial hand- engraved examples 

and early minted (stamped) examples that document in the main, agricultural events and 
development plus international relat

•	 1879 sydney international exhibition; Wide range of numismatic and ephemera which includes 
a specimen of the exceedingly rare gold prize medal as well as the dies for making both sizes 
of medals, and american banknote Co. printing plate for the exhibition certificate, silver and 
bronze prize medals, judges badges; even the cheque book that paid for many of these to be 
produced!

•	australian reserve bank specimen notes: about 80 notes carrying the images of george v, 
george vi and elizabeth ii, the only collection of these notes in a public collection in australia. 

•	scottish hammered gold; distinct and beautiful collection of coins was donated by dr gordon 
macleod in the 1950s

•	W d (bill) bush Collection: comprises a large australian Commonwealth banknote component 
as well as a wide-ranging selection of international notes that encompasses french colonial, 
Notgeld (german and austrian interwar emergency money) and Japanese occupation (of 
pacific islands) money. the largest non-tax incentives gift the museum has ever received.

•	australian charity and political badges; over one-hundred years of charity badges cover 
a diverse range of events from the now-defunct empire and Wattle days to charity drives. 
political badges and official membership badges document political opinion, changes in 
societal attitudes and types of organisations.

•	traditional currency from africa: includes copper alloy manilas from West africa and raffia mats 
from Zaire.
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performing arts 1000 the museum is effectively nsW's performing arts museum. holdings are extensive and 
include performance costume, circus memorabilia and effects, film posters and fan 
magazines; includes spectacular outfits 
•	bazmark Collection: spectacular outfits from Strictly Ballroom, Moulin Rouge, Australia and La 

Boheme, 
•	australian stars: outfits worn by rock n roll and entertainment stars including Johnny o’keefe 

and Col Joye.
•	festival records Collection: objects relating to and used at the sydney based recording 

company. festival records was established in 1952 and the objects in this collection date from 
that time.

•	bob lucas australian Cinema archive: an archival collection relating to australian cinema, 
collected by robert (bob) lucas, who was the Chief technician of metro-goldwyn-mayer in 
australia. the archive dates from 1927 to 1987.

Circus Collections: costumes and materials from the Jandaschewsky family and Wirths 
circus; material relating to the Weatherly sisters, gagga and toots who worked in circus, 
vaudeville, film and television as clowns, contortionists, mimics, dancers, singers, songwriters and 
musicians across australia and internationally from 1910 until the 1980s.
annettte kellerman Collection: 140 objects, including costumes, props and memorabilia, relating 
to annette kellerman's remarkable life and career from 1905 to 1970s.
sydney 2000 olympic and paralympic games Collections: objects from the games held in 
sydney in 2000, including australian uniforms and competition clothes, performance costumes 
from the opening and closing ceremonies, sporting equipment and ephemera.

photographs 2588 broadly representative of all photographic formats and subject matter, from mid 19th 
century to today, with special collections forming a particular strength (australian and 
international).
tyrrell photographic Collection: consists of an estimated 7903 glass plate negatives from 
the studios of Charles kerry (1857–1928) and henry king (1855–1923) who had two of sydney's 
principal photographic studios in the late 1800s and early 1900s; includes the tyrrell indigenous 
australian photography collection consisting of 300 plus negatives of 19th century 
indigenous portraits, mainly taken in new south Wales.
William hetzer collection: early stereoscopic photos of sydney 1858–1863
•	philips glass plate negatives: a collection of 193 glass plate negatives of sydney and regional 

new south Wales dating from 1880 to 1920, possibly by arthur philips.
•	John thomson’s travels in China early collotype prints of China taken between 1869 and 1872 
tom lennon photographic Collection: the archive of the sydney commercial photographer 
tom lennon contains approximately 1800 images dating from 1927 to 1949.
hedda morrison photography Collection: early to mid 1900s original prints of peking and 
other parts of China, and sarawak, by hedda (hammer) morrison (1908 - 1991), including personal 
memorabilia.
•	serge vargassoff Collection : original prints and glass lantern slides of China including aerial 

photo of peking by serge vargassoff during 1920- 1949 
•	margaret preston travel photographic album collection : travel photos and documents taken 

and collected by australian painter margaret preston and her husband William preston in China, 
Japan and korea from the 1920s to 1940s. 

•	david mist photography archive: large collection created by and relating to the london-born 
sydney-based commercial photographer david mist from the 1960s to 1980s.

•	bruno benini photography archive: produced and collected over many years by italian-born 
melbourne-based australian fashion and portrait photographer bruno benini and his wife, hazel 
benini (nee Craig). it contains commercial and fashion photography taken in australia and 
europe between 1950 and 2001.

•	henry talbot photography archive: fashion and commercial photography archive with wide 
range of clients from holden through to the australian Wool board by post-WWii refugee 
photographer.

•	Janice Wakely modelling and photography archive: unique collection by model turned 
photographer, relates to henry talbot archive and internationally renowned australian 
photographer, helmut newton. 

pictorials 4457 extensive collection of hand painted, hand drawn and sketched, and printed artworks and 
designs, both australian and international.
•	lucien henry collection: australian decorative arts paintings, late 19th century
•	ellis rowan collection: australian wildflower paintings, early 20th century 
•	maurice Cork collection and archive: popular culture, commercial art and WWii camouflage art 

and design.
•	australian national travel association posters: iconic australian posters by various designers 

c1930–1980s
•	billy blue design archive: Collection captures late 20th century approaches to branding 

australia. 
•	ken done design archive: collection highlights done’s unique style and huge impact on late 20th 

overseas visitors to australia’s image of the nation.
•	di holdway poster collection. outstanding collection of screen printed artist designed protest 

and issues based poster designs, mainly 1970s and 80s.
•	aboriginal and aboriginal-related graphic design 1930–2000:works on paper and textiles 

designs by indigenous and non-indigenous art and graphic designs by various artists, including 
aboriginal-inspired mid-20th century commercial art and design.

MUSEUM Of AppLIEd ArTS ANd SCIENCES Continued

THE STATE COLLECTIONS: ColleCtions of the state Cultural institutions of nsW   27



Collection Size – number 
of object 
records

Highlights 

retail 771 fittings and furnishings from city and regional department stores; stock and associated 
material from rural stores, pharmacies, milk bar stock and fittings; advertising and 
packaging objects from the nsW brewing and hotel industry; 1880s dispensary and 
1930s chemist merchandise and advertising.
•	Wong sat collection: rural store owned and run by Chinese-australian couple.
rowe street archive: consists of photographs, letters and interviews, documents the history of 
the street's commercial occupants. from 1891 until the early 1970s rowe street, in sydney's inner 
city, offered a lively atmosphere of galleries, interior decorating studios, music shops and cafés. 
rousel studios archive: documenting the signwriting and other graphic work of rousel 
studios, which also traded as henry rousel, rousel signs and rousel screen printing in sydney, 
new south Wales from 1886 to 1983.

scrimshaw and ivory 148 •	evans scrimshaw Collection: donated in 1914 by the wife of alfred evans who carved scrimshaw 
between 1855 and 1865. early pieces with a direct provenance to a carver are rare and ones 
from australia even rarer. 

•	 ivory collection: over 300 items from a range of sources, including detailed sculptures by 
Chinese and Japanese craftsmen, netsuke, combs, and fijian ceremonial necklaces. Carved ivory 
ornaments made in Japan during 1850 to 1950

sculpture 894 •	fictile ivory collection: over 800 replicas of the best european work from roman consular 
diptychs through to mirror backs and caskets from renaissance italy; similar collections held by 
smithsonian and south kensington museums.

textiles 2733 the textiles collection is the most cross-culturally diverse in australia, reflecting the remarkably 
wide range of designs, materials and technologies that make up the great textile traditions of the 
world. 
•	 indigenous silk batik Collection: 40 examples by leading indigenous women artists from the 

utopia and ernabella workshops, reflecting a particularly creative and productive cross-cultural 
synergy, pairing indonesian wax-resist technology with the prodigious artistic flair of indigenous 
women artists. 

•	anzac house 'australia' tapestry. Commissioned as a memorial to australian airmen, soldiers 
and sailors and designed by the great 20th century tapestry designer Jean lurcat. the tapestry 
was woven at aubusson in france by suzanne Coubely-gatien in the 1960s and was installed 
in anzac house in sydney. donated to the museum by the anzac house trust in 1988 as a 
bicentennial gift to the people of new south Wales.

•	early australian domestic needlework: including the ian rumsey australian textiles Collection, a 
representative range of 19th and 20th century australian embroidery and needlework, including 
doyleys, milk jug covers, tablecloths, placemats, towels, banners, aprons, samplers, runners and 
cushion covers, collected by ian rumsey over two decades. 

•	the australian memorial Quilt consists of almost 100 panels made by families and friends of 
those who lost their lives to the aids epidemic.

gerard herbst and prestige limited textile design Collection: archival material from 
prestige limited, 1940–52, preserved by gerard herbst, the company's art director from 1946–56. 
it includes textile designs, photographs, negatives and transparencies, designs for posters, a 
video copy of a newsreel on the company and newscuttings. accompanying the prestige material 
are personal papers of herbst, 1940–1995, including textile designs, posters, certificates and 
papers concerning his promotion of poster art.
Quilt collection: australian, european and american, historical and contemporary, reflecting both 
traditional domestic quilt production and the emergence of art quilts 
european textiles: the collection includes 15th and 16th century velvets, 18th century french 
brocades, early 19th century printed cotton toiles de Jouy, and 19th century paisley shawls. 
important overseas textile designers represented include marrimeko, sonia delaunay, Wiener 
Werkstatte, William morris, ermenegildo Zegna and Japan's reiko sudo
•	William morris textiles: printed and woven textiles in mint condition, collected in london by sir 

John sulman
•	asian textiles Collection: broadly representative of the extensive spread of asian cultures; 

examples include indian trade textiles, miao embroidery from south China, embroidered 
nakshi kanthas from bangladesh, mordant dyed story cloths from andhra pradesh, Chinese 
embroideries, batiks and ikats from across the indonesian archipelago. 

•	oriental rugs and nomadic trappings: the only active public collection of oriental rugs and 
trappings in australia; has continued to grow in quality as well as quantity through significant 
donations and community interest with examples from turkey, the Caucasus, iran, Central asia 
and afghanistan.

•	West african collection: woven and printed blankets and wrappers from nigeria and mali.

toys 1398 an extensive collection including dolls, soft toys, toy theatres, model trains, cars and trucks, 
building bricks, collections of matchbox, triang and dinky toys. 
•	ken finlayson toy collection: 20th century manufactured toys, particularly matchbox toys and 

tin toys.

trade tools •	tooth collection: tools, brewing technology and pub-related material
•	australian metal Worker’s union: trade tools and memorabilia
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STATE LIbrAry Of NSW 
Collection Size Highlights
mitchell and dixson 
Collections

over 800,000 
items in a 
variety of 
formats, 
including over 
20,000 printed 
items in the 
dixson library 
printed book 
collection.

the mitchell library and dixson library printed book collections represent the published history 
of australia and especially new south Wales. Collection strengths include exploration of the 
pacific, inland exploration of australia, australian literature, australian theatre, australian arts, 
australian architecture, indigenous material, australian sport, the natural history of australia, 
exploration of antarctica, the south west pacific for the 19th century and biography.

state reference library 
Collections

over 2 million 
items 

an extensive range of australian and international research material including printed books, 
journals, government reports, statistics, audio-visual and electronic resources. this large 
research collection contains a broad range of both historical and current research material with 
collection strengths including history and literature, business and management, social sciences, 
applied science, biography, health and law. the collection includes a comprehensive collection of 
nsW government reports and extensive holdings of publications from Commonwealth and other 
australian states. international governing bodies are also represented with the library holding 
both united nations and european union publications. 

manuscripts the collections are wide ranging and provide rich evidence of the lives, society and activities of 
australians from all walks of life. Collection strengths include:
•	australia's foundation documents, including 9 of the 11 first fleet journals and records of early 

governors.
•	Collections documenting european exploration of the pacific, including journals and letters 

from the voyages. 
•	Collections documenting the inland exploration of australia 
•	the papers of prominent colonial families. 
•	the collections of clergymen and missionaries including the records of the methodist overseas 

mission. 
•	literary papers of authors including letters and annotated drafts of their works. authors include 

henry lawson, miles franklin, patrick White, elizabeth Jolley, kate grenville, rubi langford 
ginibi and douglas stewart. 

•	the history of australia's involvement in antarctica.
•	Collections relating to the conservation of the environment. 
•	over 900 personal diaries from men and women who served in the first World War.
•	theatrical and publishing records, and records of the major political parties.

pictures over 100,000 
watercolours, 
prints and 
drawings, 
approximately 
2000 
paintings, 
over 75 000 
architectural 
plans, over 
one million 
photographs 
and 2300 
museum 
objects.

the collections range from the late eighteenth century to the present day. While the images 
mostly illustrate nsW, there are strong nineteenth century holdings of other australian states 
and the pacific region. strengths include:
•	unrivalled collections documenting european colonisation of australasia and the pacific, 

including art work from the voyages of Captain Cook and some of the first images made by 
europeans in australia. these are rich in topographical and natural history illustrations. a great 
strength are images of aboriginal people. 

•	fine collections of nineteenth century watercolours, prints and drawings, by both professional 
and amateur artists. some artists, such as John William lewin, Joseph lycett, s. t. gill, eugene 
von guerard, John glover and William strutt, are represented by significant holdings of 
preparatory sketches and finished works. 

•	the tal & dai’ichi life Collection of first fleet era watercolours of australian flora and fauna 
from the earl of derby and the Wallis album containing unique early watercolours of the 
newcastle area and its awakabal people were purchased in 2011.

•	extensive holdings of portraits of prominent australians and families as well as less well-known 
people. 

•	architectural plans created by private practices and architects in nsW. represented in the 
collection are approximately 100 000 plans of a range of architects from the less well known 
to significant practitioners such as harry seidler, glenn murcutt and Jorn utzon's collection of 
sydney opera house plans. 

•	about 50 000 black and white art drawings - from a large holding of early twentieth century 
bulletin cartoons through to contemporary political and editorial cartooning. 

•	theatrical stage and costume designs, and documentation of productions; book illustration; 
ship illustrations (strongest in later nineteenth century and early twentieth century ships); and 
aviation images.
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Collection Size Highlights
rare books and 
special collections

over 30,000 
valuable and 
rare items 
acquired by 
the library 
since 1826.

the collection contains a range of material from medieval manuscripts to modern private 
press and artists' books. the collections particularly support research in bibliography, and the 
development of printing, social and political history, the art of illustration, topography and travel. 
areas of particular strength are incunabula, sixteenth century printing, history, geography and 
illustrated bird and flower books. notable items include: 
biggest: three volumes called Carte topographique de l'Egypte which measure 112 cm x 70 cm 
(42" x 27 Â½") and weigh more than 22 kilos each. they are a part of the immense description de 
l'egypte which was commissioned by napoleon bonaparte and published from 1809 to 1828. 

smallest: a miniature book containing the Lord's Prayer in English (anglican and Catholic 
versions), dutch, french, german, spanish and swedish. this is a true printing from hand-set type, 
not a photographic reproduction, and is hand sewn and bound in full leather with gold stamped 
cover and spine. the size is about that of an aspirin tablet, less than 5 mm (0.2") in height.

most valuable: John James audubon's birds of america was published in london from 1827 to 
1838. these 4 volumes, with 435 aquatint plates, are estimated to be worth around $us8.8m. this 
set may have been the one which belonged to the naturalist John gould and was acquired from 
the london dealer henry sotheran in 1885. 

oldest manuscript: The Book of Isaiah from the old testament in the latin vulgate version. this 
dates from about 1225 ad and is of italian origin. there is only a little illumination in the book 
but it is a good and reasonably well preserved example of the layout of a medieval text with 
commentary. 

oldest printed book: Johannes duns Scotus' Quaestiones in primum librum sententiarum, 
published in venice in 1472. this book, although slightly fire-damaged, contains the complete text 
and is the oldest complete printed volume in the state library. it is also the first printing of an 
important work by a major philosopher. 

rarest printed book: Secreta mulierum et virorum by henry of saxony (often incorrectly 
attributed to st albert the great) was published in paris in 1490. this particular edition is very 
rare. 

other important works include: 
Hypnerotomachia poliphili published in venice in 1499. this work, by the dominican monk, 
francesco Colonna, has been described as the most beautiful book ever printed. it was the 
first book to be designed and laid out as a complete visual unit with integration of type and 
illustration. the engraver of the original woodcuts remains unknown though their authorship has 
been assigned to a number of great masters of the renaissance.

William Curtis began publishing The botanical magazine, or, Flower-garden displayed in 1787. 
the journal, which is still published today, was designed to illustrate and describe the most 
ornamental foreign plants. the illustrations in full colour are remarkable for their beauty and their 
botanical accuracy. 

The Statutes of England includes an early copy of the magna Carta and 20 other english statutes, 
the most recent of which is dated to 1330 ad. the statutes are written on vellum and the original 
binding has been preserved.

pierre Joseph redoute's most celebrated work, Les roses, was published in paris in three volumes 
between 1817 and 1824. this is the most famous work by an artist often considered to be the 
greatest of the nineteenth century flower engravers. the delicate stipple engravings are hand 
finished in colour. Les roses depicts the rose collection of the empress Josephine which contained 
most of the known varieties in the Western world at the time. 

hartmann schedel's Liber chronicarum or the nuremberg Chronicle was published in 1493 in a 
latin and a german version. this was probably the first great illustrated book and contains 1809 
woodcuts taken from 645 wood blocks, some of which may be by albrecht durer. it is one of the 
first books about whose publication we know any details, as both the original contracts, drafts 
and prospectuses still survive. 

Mr William Shakespeare's comedies, histories, & tragedies. Published according to the true original 
copies. printed by isaac Jaggard, london,1623. the first and third folios are housed in rare 
books and special collections while the second and fourth folios are in the mitchell library. 

special collections include: the rb robbins collection of stage magic and conjuring; the fl 
vaughan and J manen chess collection; the Cervantes collection; the donald macpherson 
collection of art and literature; the penguin books collection; the nelson moore richardson and 
helen morewood richardson collection; the twentieth century british drama collection; the model 
school library; the st matthias Church sunday school library; the bourke street Congregational 
Church sunday school library. 
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Collection Size Highlights
photographs over one 

million images, 
about half of 
which exists as 
photographic 
negatives. 

the collection ranges from historical images, including the earliest known photograph taken 
in australia (an 1845 daguerreotype of dr William bland), to more recent documentary 
photographs made in the last few months. the library continues to add to the collection with 
both contemporary and historical material.

the library has significant holdings of 19th century photography, including the famous 
holtermann collection. twentieth century documentary photography is well represented. several 
negative collections show the first twenty years of the century and the next twenty are captured 
in the 33 000 negatives taken by sam hood and his studio. from 1954 to 1974 the australian 
photographic agency, a freelance news and commercial studio, documented industry, popular 
culture, politics, sport, advertising, armed services, transportation, fashion and social activities in 
48 000 negatives. major 20th century australian photographers represented in the collections 
include frank hurley, max dupain, david moore and William yang. over 200,000 copy negatives 
from the government printer collection document the work of various departments from 1870 
to 1988. significant historical collections exist of new guinea and pacific islands. an outstanding 
documentation of early antarctic exploration can be found in the 2100 negatives from the 
australasian antarctic expedition (1911–1914) and other journeys in that region. the portrait 
collection of the freeman studio from 1875 to the present is an important genealogical resource. 
personal records intimately document family life in sydney from 1890 to 1930.

maps 200,000 maps the state library holds one of the most significant collections of maps in australia, reflecting 
changes in cartography from the earliest charts of european navigators to digitally created 
maps of the twenty first century. Collection includes maps of nsW, australia, the pacific region, 
antarctica, and the rest of the world.

oral history and 
sound recordings

11,000 hours 
of oral history 
interviews on 
audio tape.

Collection strengths include:
•	the nsW bicentennial oral history project where 200 people were interviewed about memories 

of the first 30 years of the twentieth century. 
•	the ethnic affairs Commission oral history project comprising interviews conducted with 

migrants who arrived in australia in the early 1950s. 
•	the sydney maritime museum oral history project (now sydney heritage fleet), where over 100 

interviewees speak of their maritime lives around sydney harbour. 
•	the sydney harbour bridge builders interviewed 50 years after the bridge was opened. 
•	the holroyd senior Citizens project where over 100 interviewees give their life stories. 
•	 interviews with members of the Communist party of australia. 
•	the institution of engineers oral history project. 
•	Corporate histories including employees of Colgate-palmolive, bonds industries and 

Woolworths limited. 
•	 interviews with members of the Jewish community by historian suzanne rutland. 
•	 interviews with early women scientists. 
•	siobhan mchugh's interviews with employees on the snowy mountains hydro-electric scheme. 
•	sound recordings include the harold park hotel poetry readings and the annual bloomsday 

readings of James Joyce's ulysses and the Writers' festival during the period that they were 
held at the state library. 

newspapers over 2000 
different 
newspapers 
published 
in australia 
and overseas, 
specialising 
in collecting 
newspapers 
published in 
nsW.

the library specialises in collecting suburban and regional newspapers published in nsW 
with these newspapers comprising approximately eighty percent of the collection. Collection 
strengths include the first australian newspaper, the sydney gazette and new south Wales 
advertiser, 5 march 1803 to 1842 and a complete set of the sydney morning herald from 1842 to 
the present, including its predecessor the sydney herald (1831–1842), and the daily telegraph 
from 1879 to present.

microforms extensive 
collections 
of microfilms 
(140,000 reels) 
and microfiche 
(over 1 million 
fiche).

Collection strengths include australian historical materials held in the collections of the uk, rare 
materials held in countries throughout the pacific, genealogical research materials; electoral 
rolls; census records; australian and international statistics; australian and united kingdom 
parliamentary papers; australian and usa patents; irish convict records; international telephone 
directories; early english and 18th century books. 
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Collection Size Highlights
objects & ephemera 'ephemera' is the transient printed material that accompanies people’s daily lives. the library’s 

extensive holdings document the minutiae of everyday life, from the early days of the colony to 
the present. the collection includes:
•	a 1612 dutch translation of the de Quiros pamphlet with the earliest printed reference to the 

word 'australia'. 
•	a fanciful broadside ca. 1789 including a description of a large wild man or monstrous giant, 

brought from botany bay. 
•	oldest piece of australian printing in the collection. a playbill advertising a performance of the 

comedy The Recruiting Officer and a musical called The Virgin Unmasked on 8 march 1800 in 
australia's first theatre. 

•	a playbill advertising the first truly australian play, staged in london in 1821. this was "Michael 
Howe, the terror of Van Diemen's Land" by J. amherst with music by t. hughes. 

•	the only known copy of a pamphlet ca. 1826 recording the rules and regulations for the conduct 
of the australian subscription library. the genesis of the state library of new south Wales. 

•	rare propaganda leaflets in english and french, dropped from a turkish aeroplane into allied 
trenches at gallipoli during World War i, ca. 1915. 

•	an album of invitations, menus, tickets etc. related to the inauguration of the Commonwealth of 
australia in 1901 compiled predominantly of material addressed to mr. alfred lee. 

STATE LIbrAry Of NSW Continued

Endeavour journal, 25 August 1768 – 12 July 1771, 
Joseph Banks
The voyage of HMS Endeavour was completed on 12 
July 1771. For Cook, the voyage was distinguished by 
the excellence of his survey work and the discoveries 
he made, notably the east coast of Australia and 
New Zealand. For Banks, the achievement of the 
voyage was identifying and documenting around 
1400 plants and more than 1000 animals previously 
unknown to European science. Banks kept his journal 
conscientiously during the three-year voyage, making 
an entry for almost every day. He added headers at 
the top of each page, summarising the location or 
direction of the expedition at a later stage.
Bequest of David Scott Mitchell, 1907
ML Safe 1 / 13
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Details for  Roy Kennedy image on page 3

Representing artists from across Australia,  
the Gallery’s collection of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander art celebrates Indigenous Australia’s 
enduring cultural heritage and its myriad 
contemporary expressions. From desert paintings 
created on remote Western Desert outstations 
and the bark paintings of coastal communities to 
the new media expressions of ‘blak city culture’, 
contemporary Indigenous artists have transfigured 
Australia’s cultural landscape. Roy Kennedy's prints 
document his memories of childhood growing up 
on Police Paddock Mission at Darlington Point, 
NSW while also exposing the difficulties faced 
by his community during this time. The mission 
life Kennedy experienced was bittersweet with a 
supportive community network easing the difficulties 
and challenges of a life spent according to the rules 
and regulations of white authorities.
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