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An extraordinarily rare collection of natural history drawings – considered the missing part 
of Australia’s colonial past – has been reclaimed by the State and will be placed in its 
rightful home at the State Library of NSW, Minister for The Arts, George Souris, 
announced today. 
 
“The collection of 741 exquisite drawings and watercolours, created during the earliest 
years of British settlement, is one of only two surviving comprehensive natural history 
collections of such substance from this period. The other major collection resides in 
London’s Natural History Museum,” Mr Souris said. 
  
“Remarkably, the collection has only changed hands once in over 200 years and the NSW 
Government and the State Library were determined to secure this priceless collection for 
the people of NSW and Australia. 
 
“Thanks to the financial support of TAL (formerly Tower Australia) and its parent company 
Dai-ichi- Life, the State Government, together with the State Library Foundation, was able 
to turn this historic opportunity into a reality under a privately negotiated sale.”  
 
Elaborately bound in six albums, the artworks, depicting local plants, birds and fish, were 
compiled by the leading naturalist and botanist Aylmer Bourke Lambert in the 1790s. In 
1842, it was purchased by the 13th Earl of Derby, a legendary natural history collector. 
 
“This collection is a landmark and exciting acquisition, confirming the State Library’s pre-
eminence as the repository of Australia’s colonial history,” Mr Souris said. 
 
“The TAL & Dai-ichi- Life Collection, as it is now known, is a critical addition to the State 
Library of NSW’s world-renowned First Fleet archive and adds to our understanding of 
early settlement and the British fascination with this strange new land,” said Noelle 
Nelson, Acting NSW State Librarian & Chief Executive.  
 
“The works are a rich and evocative record of the genuine excitement Europeans felt 
about Australia’s natural world and the discovery of new and exotic species they eagerly 
sought to describe and classify,” she said. 
 
According to Dai-ichi- Life President, Mr Koichiro Watanabe, “We are very honoured to be 
participating in the gift of these rare works to the people of Australia to enjoy. They are 
very important to Australia in a historical sense and this is their rightful home.” 
 
The State Library of NSW plans to digitise and make the TAL & Dai-ichi- Life Collection 
available on its website, as well as tour a selection of the works, together with original 
First Fleet material, to public libraries. 
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