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Sydney Hosts World’s Most Outstanding Art Exhibitions  

 
NSW Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the Arts, George Souris, today launched the 
second annual Sydney International Art Series, which brings the world’s most outstanding 
exhibitions to Australia.    
 
Mr Souris said the Sydney International Art Series 2011-12 will feature one of the art world’s 
rising stars, Mexican-Canadian artist Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MCA), while the Art Gallery of NSW will present the biggest Pablo Picasso 
exhibition to ever come to Australia.    
 
“You don’t need to travel to Paris, London or New York to experience the world’s best art – 
you can experience it right here in our global city of Sydney.  
 
“Rafael Lozano-Hemmer is a pioneering artist and his exhibition Recorders promises to be a 
dynamic, engaging and interactive audio/visual experience for Australian audiences.   
 
“The exhibition will be an exciting first glimpse at one of the Museum’s refurbished galleries 
ahead of the opening of the new and expanded MCA in March 2012,” Mr Souris said.  
 
MCA Director Liz Ann Macgregor said Rafael Lozano-Hemmer’s works have been shown 
around the world to critical and popular acclaim.  
 
“Rafael’s installations physically and emotionally engage audiences in new and thought-
provoking ways. This exhibition is a world-class example of how digital technologies can be 
used to create innovative art which involves, stimulates and inspires. 
  
“Highly interactive, Rafael’s works put people at the centre of the artworks. I have no doubt the 
exhibition, his first in Australia, will attract crowds of visitors,” she said.  
 
Mr Souris said Sydney will be the only city in Australia to host Picasso: Masterpieces from the 
Musee National Picasso, Paris featuring iconic works from virtually every phase of Picasso’s 
legendary career.  
 
“Australia has never experienced a Picasso exhibition of this scale and stature.  This 
astonishing exhibition includes 150 important paintings, sculptures, prints and drawings 
created by Pablo Picasso. 

 
“Highlights include The Weeping Woman, Two Women Running on the Beach, The Two 
Brothers and The Matador.  
 
“The works are drawn from the permanent collection of the Musee National Picasso in Paris, 
the largest and most significant repository of the artist’s work in the world.  
 
“We are expecting visitors from around Australia and from across the Asia Pacific region to 
travel to Sydney to see this exhibition,” he said.  
 
 



Art Gallery of NSW Director, Edmund Capon said this is the great Picasso show to which we 
have often aspired but not yet achieved in Australia.  
 
“Make the most of it because we will never have such a show again. Seven decades of 
Picasso’s relentless work capturing every phase of his extraordinary career,” said Mr Capon. 
 
Mr Souris said the Sydney International Art Series is one of five signature events on the NSW 
Events Calendar, alongside New Year in Sydney, Sydney Carnival, Vivid Sydney and Crave 
Sydney International Food Festival. 
 
“The NSW Government is a major supporter of cultural events which boost the economy and 
generate interstate and international visitors. 
 
“Having established Destination NSW, we aim to uphold our position as the number one 
tourism and events city in Australia.  Bringing the world’s most outstanding exhibitions to 
Sydney is part of our strategy.    
  
“There is no doubt major exhibitions put the spotlight on our harbour city, drive tourism, attract 
investment and engage the community with the arts. 
 
“Last year the inaugural Sydney International Art Series generated around $35 million in new 
money for the State, attracted nearly 500,000 attendees with 35,000 interstate and overseas 
visitors coming specifically to Sydney to see the exhibitions”.    
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