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Sydney will be the first city in Australia to have its own „City Poet‟ who will celebrate 
the city‟s unique language and creativity, Minister for the Arts, George Souris, said 
today.   
 
Mr Souris today announced $20,000 in NSW Government funding for the exciting 
initiative.   
 
He said a key part of the new position is to encourage and promote the reading and 
writing of literature and poetry while reflecting the life of Sydney in their own works.  
 
“Applications are now open for this new position which is the result of a partnership 
between the State Government and the University of Technology, Sydney (UTS),” Mr 
Souris said.   
 
“The City Poet will be appointed through an open call process managed by UTS, with 
applications accepted from emerging poets who can demonstrate literary excellence.  
 
“The recipient will receive a stipend of $20,000 and be appointed for a one-year term, 
based in an office at UTS free of charge.   
 
“During the 12-month term, the poet will compose poems for special events and 
deliver readings, workshops and seminars. 
 
“Other duties of the successful applicant will include:  
 

 Producing six publishable poems; 

 Giving public readings at formal or informal public events; 

 Delivering two workshops/seminars to any interested students, poets and the 
general public;  

 Undergoing regional engagement; and 

 Providing mentoring to less experienced poets.”   
 
Mr Souris said the Government funding will support the City Poet during the part-time 
appointment.  
 
“Importantly, the City Poet will provide a focus for the appreciation and dissemination 
of poetry, particularly among young people.  
 
“He or she will also act as a spokesperson for the cultural values of this city and of the 
people of NSW.”   
 
Head of Creative Practices at UTS, Professor John Dale, said the new position would 
follow in the tradition of the poet laureate, a poet appointed by a government to 
compose poets for State occasions and other events.   



 
“A poet laureate has been attached to the Royal household in the United Kingdom for 
centuries and exists in other countries,” Professor Dale said.  
 
“A number of cities have also adopted the idea of a „city poet‟ including Toronto, 
Boston, Antwerp and Dublin. 

 
“He or she will bring international distinction to a city that excels in creativity and will 
provide cultural and economic benefits.”  
 
UTS offers the largest creative writing program in Australia. Many new, developing 
and established Australian writers have studied writing at the university.  
 
For details on how to apply see: 
www.communication.uts.edu.au/centres/new-writing/. Applications close on 1 July 
2011. 
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