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The transformation of Pier 2/3 at Walsh Bay into Australia’s premier arts and cultural 
precinct is a step closer with the NSW Government today announcing a shortlist of 
organisations to be potentially located at the iconic finger wharf.   
 
Minister for the Arts, George Souris, said the multi-million dollar refurbishment of Pier 
2/3 will complete the creation of Walsh Bay into a major arts and cultural precinct for 
Sydney and NSW. 
 
“Walsh Bay is already a significant arts and cultural hub with major groups such as 
Sydney Theatre Company, Bangarra Dance Theatre, Australian Theatre for Young 
People and Sydney Dance Company housed there,” Mr Souris said.  
 
“Refurbishment of Pier 2/3 for cultural purposes will also enhance Walsh Bay’s viability 
as a vibrant tourist, commercial, residential and business district. 
 
“Earlier this year the NSW Government called for registrations of interest from not-for-
profit arts organisations for long-term uses of the pier for arts, creative and cultural 
purposes. 
 
“Today I announce a shortlist of six organisations with whom Arts NSW will now enter 
into the next stage of discussions as potential residents and key users of the pier: 
 

• Australian Chamber Orchestra  
• Australian Theatre for Young People 
• Bangarra Dance Theatre 
• Bell Shakespeare 
• Sydney Writers' Festival 
• The Biennale of Sydney. 

 
“These are truly world-class organisations and their talent, creativity and commitment 
to the arts and culture will bring this historic facility to life.  
 
“Arts NSW received registrations of interest from 24 organisations, which were 
assessed against published criteria, with six organisations shortlisted for further 
discussions.  
 
“The shortlisted organisations are of a national standard, able to attract significant 
audiences, provide opportunities for public access and participation, and contribute to 
the ongoing costs associated with the pier.” 
 
Mr Souris said the final shape of the refurbished pier will be determined following the 
outcomes of the discussions with shortlisted organisations. 
 



 
“We will be focusing on maximising the benefits of this magnificent space by striking 
the right mix and most appropriate uses of the pier to enhance the vibrancy of Walsh 
Bay as Sydney’s arts and cultural precinct.” 
 
Mr Souris also announced that the NSW Government would lodge a development 
application with the City of Sydney seeking approval for a range of short-term creative 
uses of Pier 2/3. 
 
He said the DA would streamline planning consent arrangements and encourage 
greater use of the historic facility for arts and culture.   
 
“The DA prepared by Arts NSW seeks a blanket approval for short-term arts and 
cultural activities at Pier 2/3 for up to three years, while we finalise the long term 
development plans,” Mr Souris said.  
 
“This process will remove the need for individual arts organisations to seek council 
approval each time they want to use it. 
 
“The range of cultural uses covered includes performances, rehearsals, art 
exhibitions, filming, and even fundraising activities. The DA also sets operating hours 
and limits on the number of people.  
 
“Arts NSW is also developing a venue hire policy with fees varying depending on the 
organisation and use. Not-for-profit arts organisations would be charged subsidised 
fees while other businesses would pay commercial hire rates.  
 
“Revenue will be used for the management and operation of the pier.  
 
“The NSW Government is committed to supporting a vibrant arts and cultural sector 
and this exciting project will only enhance Sydney’s reputation as the creative capital 
of Australia.” 
 
 
 
 


