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Government Funding to Transform State Library of NSW 

 
The NSW Government has committed $3.65 million to transform the State 
Library of NSW‟s Macquarie Street building and enhance its status as one 
of the great libraries of the world, Minister for the Arts, George Souris, 
announced today. 
 
“With NSW Government support, the State Library is embarking on a 
major renovation project at a total cost of $4.2 million. It will be focused on 
creating a welcoming and accessible Library and a contemporary 21

st
 

century cultural destination for NSW residents and visitors,” Mr Souris 
said. 
 
“The State Library plays a vital role in our State‟s cultural life, as well as 
our education and research communities, catering for primary school 
students to lifelong learners, family historians, business people and 
professional researchers. 
 
“The renovations will enable the Library to meet the ever-changing 
demands in information service delivery and provide improved access to 
its collections and resources in both the physical and online 
environments.” 
 
According to Noelle Nelson, Acting State Librarian and Chief Executive: 
“We‟re focused on building a better State Reference Library for our 
clients, as well as  offering modern, informal spaces for people to relax, 
catch up with friends over coffee and use express internet.” 
 
The first stage of the State Library‟s major renovation project was 
completed in May 2011 with the launch of the Glasshouse Learning 
Space, a dynamic education centre fitted out with the latest learning 
resources and technologies. 
 
Renovations to the State Reference Library and Macquarie Street building 
foyer will be conducted in stages to help reduce impact to staff, clients 
and exhibition visitors.  
 
The State Reference Library will be closed for renovations from 1 August 
and the „new look‟ Library will reopen on Monday 19 September 2011. 
Early next year, the Macquarie Street foyer will be renovated, with a new 
bookshop, cafe and enhanced „theatre-style‟ auditorium. 

 
“Our new Library will offer dedicated study rooms, more informal work 
spaces and more computers,” said Ms Nelson. 
 



“The new layout will have separate areas for HSC students, family history 
and the Legal Information Access Centre, and clients will appreciate 
greater ease of access to our services and collections.” 

 
Architect Paulo Macchia from the Government Architects Office has 
developed the design scheme, and Lahey Constructions Pty Ltd has been 
awarded the contract to complete the work. 
 
Information about access to resources and services during the renovation 
and regular updates on the work is available on the State Library‟s 
website www.sl.nsw.gov.au 
 

 

 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/

