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LIBRARY MANAGEMENT TURNS OVER A NEW LEAF 
 
New legislation introduced to Parliament today will give local councils greater flexibility 
to jointly provide regional library services, the NSW Minister for the Arts, George 
Souris said.  
 
Mr Souris said more flexible management options would allow regional libraries to 
improve their level of service to the public.  
 
“The Library Amendment Bill 2011 will enable councils which pool their resources for 
library services to implement joint management arrangements,” he said.  
 
“Under the current legislation, one council must be delegated the responsibility for 
management of regional library services across local government areas.  
 
“Changing this section of the Act will give councils the freedom to use joint 
accountability and decision making in the provision of library services, if they so 
choose.  
 
“The Library Council of NSW fully supports this long overdue change.  
 
“Under the amended Act, the Minister for the Arts will approve alternative 
arrangements in close consultation with the Library Council of NSW and with the 
agreement of the Minister for Local Government.”  
 
Minister for Local Government, Don Page, said the NSW Liberals and Nationals were 
committed to improving library services, particularly in regional areas.  
 
“From the North Coast to New England, the Riverina to the Southern Tablelands, 
there are 19 regional libraries serving 70 local authorities with the potential to benefit 
from these changes,” said Mr Page.  
 
“Regional libraries provide services for communities that would be difficult or 
impossible for any individual council to fund, by pooling resources and adding value 
through efficiency,” he added.  
 
Mr Souris said the NSW Government will fulfil its promises to: 
 

  increase funding for regional libraries by $2 million through a Regional Library 
Top-Up Fund; and 

  provide $2 million in additional funds to fast-track the rollout of wireless 
hotspots into rural and regional library locations. 

 
 
 



“The NSW public library network, which comprises 374 libraries and 22 mobile 
libraries, plays a central role in the social and educational needs of local 
communities,” said Mr Souris.  
 
“The additional funding will provide a much needed boost to regional libraries, while 
the creation of Wi-Fi hotspots will provide a significant social and economic benefit to 
local communities in rural and regional areas.  
 
“The NSW Liberals and Nationals Government recognises that libraries are vital 
community assets and we are dedicated to ensuring our public libraries get the 
attention and support they deserve.” 
 
 
 
 


