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Culture matters: it is dynamic, it is what defines us as a nation. Our stories, 
shaped by our profound diversity, are a vital expression of our identity, 
our experiences and our culture. These stories – your stories – expressed 
through the arts and the presentation and preservation of culture and 
heritage, are celebrated and shared.

The NSW Government recognises that participation in the arts promotes 
personal and collective wellbeing. We are committed to increasing access 
to high quality and diverse arts and cultural experiences across NSW, and 
are on track to increase cultural attendance by 15% by 2019.

The Arts and Cultural Development Program supports projects, programs 
and professional development opportunities that enrich the lives of NSW 
residents and make our State a more dynamic place to live and work.

We also continue to develop Arts 2025: a blueprint to guide the State’s 
investment in arts, screen and culture. Arts 2025 will further the work 
outlined in Create in NSW, articulating a future vision for the sector.

I invite and encourage NSW artists, organisations, and arts and cultural 
workers to apply for assistance through the Arts and Cultural Development 
Program, and to contribute to our thriving, diverse and world-class sector.

Don Harwin MLC
MINISTER FOR THE ARTS

message from the ministermessage from the minister
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Create NSW’s Arts and Cultural Development Program (ACDP) 
provides funding opportunities for NSW-based arts and cultural 
organisations, NSW professional artists and arts/cultural 
workers across a wide range of artforms and disciplines. In 
these guidelines, you’ll find:

 Information for all applicants (read this first) – Page 12 
 Creative Koori Grants (Aboriginal arts and culture funding)  

– Page 26 
 Grants for Individuals (professional development)  

– Page 48 
 Grants for Projects (individuals, groups and organisations) 

– Page 67 
 Grants for Organisations (program) – Page 90 
 Additional information and glossary –  from Page 104 

Need this information in another format?
If you’re an applicant with disability, you can ask for this 
information in a format that’s accessible to you. Contact  
Create NSW (between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday):

From inside NSW
(02) 8289 6556

From outside NSW 
1800 358 594 (free call)

Via email 
arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au 

introduction

mailto:arts.funding%40create.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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introduction introduction

If you are deaf, or have a hearing impairment or speech 
impairment, contact us through the National Relay Service:

TTY users
Phone 133 677 then ask for (02) 8289 6533

Speak and Listen users 
Phone 1300 555 727 then ask for (02) 8289 6533

Internet Relay users 
Connect to the NRS then ask for (02) 8289 6533

Need this information in another language?
If you would like to talk about your application in your first 
language, you can ask for an interpreter through the Translating 
and Interpreting Service. See Page 115 for more information.

Need a printed application form?
Regional applicants with unreliable internet connections can 
ask to use a printed application form. If you think you will have 
difficulty submitting your application online, contact Create 
NSW before the closing date. 

Need advice on your application?
Contact Create NSW.
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information for 
all applicants

READ THIS FIRST
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Creative Koori Grants (Aboriginal arts and culture funding) 
– Page 26 

 Aboriginal Artist Support (Quick Response) – Page 31 
 Creative Koori Arts and Cultural Projects – Page 33 
 Creative Koori Employment – Page 37 
 Aboriginal Regional Arts Fund – Page 41 

Grants for Individuals (professional development) – Page 46 
 Artist Support – Page 51 
 Artist Support (Quick Response) – Page 54 
 Fellowships – Page 63 

Grants for Projects (individuals, groups and organisations)  
– Page 64 

 Arts and Cultural Projects – Page 70 
 Creative Capital Fund – Page 75 
 Regional Arts Touring – Page 78 

Grants for Organisations (program) – Page 90 
 Arts and Cultural Organisations – Page 95 
 Service Organisations – Page 99 

Make sure you (and your activities) are eligible 
 check the requirements of your funding category to make 

sure that you’re eligible to apply

information 

!

Whether you’re a first-time applicant or have experience 
applying for Create NSW funding, you’ll find important 
information to help your application here.

BEFORE YOU APPLY
choose the most relevant funding category
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 make sure you have other sources of support. Your project or 
program cannot be 100% funded by the NSW Government

 contact Create NSW for more information about what you 
can apply for or the general restrictions for all funding 
categories.

To receive funding, you will either need to provide:
 an Australian Business Number (ABN); or
 the details of a third party with an ABN (such as a manager, 

agent or producing organisation) to administer the grant on 
your behalf (sometimes called auspicing). 

If successful, you will also be required to sign a contract and 
provide an acquittal report on how the grant was spent.

DO YOUR RESEARCH
Find out how your application fits with your funding program’s 
assessment criteria, as well as the following objectives and 
priority areas:

ACDP OBJECTIVES

A creative and vibrant NSW arts and cultural sector 
renowned for excellence and innovation (Quality)

 we address the notion of quality within our arts and cultural 
sector through a focus on creativity, vibrancy, excellence and 
innovation in our decision-making across all artforms and 
cultural collections

 by seeking out and supporting these qualities we will foster 
an ambitious, contemporary and progressive sector that is 
inspired locally, but has national and international appeal.

information 

!
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Statewide engagement with diverse audiences and 
communities (Reach)

 we want everyone in NSW to enjoy the benefits that come from 
experiencing and participating in arts and culture. The ACDP 
aims to make projects and programs accessible, with particular 
focus on the ACDP priorities.

A resilient NSW arts and cultural sector (Health)
 we want to continue to build on the expertise and creativity 

in our arts and cultural organisations, so we will be working to 
increase their resilience through the exploration of new working 
methods and new income streams. Building resilience will 
ensure continuity, and through that continuity we can be sure 
of maintaining the high quality of NSW arts experiences and 
cultural activities.

ACDP PRIORITY AREAS
 people living and/or working in regional NSW
 people living and/or working in Western Sydney
 Aboriginal people 
 people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
 people with disability
 young people.

Create NSW is also committed to improving gender diversity by 
supporting applications that demonstrate gender equity. 

Follow appropriate protocols and policies
Demonstrate in your application that you have read, understood 
and applied relevant protocols and/or policies such as the NSW 
Aboriginal Arts and Culture Protocols or Working with Children 
legislation.

information 
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information information 

Give yourself time 
 ACDP funding is competitive. Putting together a strong 

application takes time and energy. Give yourself time to plan, 
review and get support for your application before submission. 

 Applications can be submitted up to 11.59pm (AEST/AEDT) on 
the closing dates listed on Pages 23-24.  We recommend you 
submit your application before 5pm (AEST/AEDT) on the closing 
date in case you need technical support from Create NSW. 

RESOURCES TO HELP WITH YOUR APPLICATION
you should also check out the resources on the  
Create NSW website (create.nsw.gov.au).

 previous recipients of funding and assessment meeting reports
 Making an Application: Help Guide
 Create in NSW: NSW Arts and Cultural Policy Framework 
 NSW Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Strategy 2015-2018
 Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Protocols 
 Advisory and Service Organisations, Sources and Resources.

CONTACT US
contact a Create NSW staff member if you need  
any advice (between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday)

From inside NSW From outside NSW
(02) 8289 6556 1800 358 594 (freecall)

Via email
arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
mailto:arts.funding@create.nsw.gov.au
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information 

If you live or work in regional NSW, you can also contact your local 
Regional Arts Development Organisation (RADO) for help with  
your application (regionalartsnsw.com.au). Regional applicants with 
unreliable internet connections can ask to use a printed application 
form.

Regional applicants seeking support for capital projects are encouraged 
to contact the Cultural Infrastructure Program Management Office 
(CIPMO) on 02 8289 6588 or ci@arts.nsw.gov.au. 
 
HOW TO APPLY
read and respond to the assessment criteria

Successful applications are the ones that best respond to the 
assessment criteria for each funding category. 

Make your case
 use clear, simple language to outline your activity, how it meets 

the assessment criteria, and how it fits into relevant policies and 
protocols 

 explain how you plan to deliver your activity and why you’re best 
suited to do so 

 if you’re engaging with a priority area, provide details on the 
level of engagement and who is leading the project or program, 
then back your claims with support material from the relevant 
communities. 

Balance your budget
 your budget should be realistic, viable and make good use of the 

grant 
 it should include other sources of cash or in-kind income (except 

for Fellowships)
 it should include explanatory notes to show what income is 

confirmed and to make it clear how the funding will be spent 

?

mailto:ci@arts.nsw.gov.au
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information information 

 make sure that your income matches your expenditure before 
submission.

INCLUDE YOUR BEST SUPPORT MATERIAL 
 support material plays a vital role in how we understand and 

assess your application. Choose high-quality support material 
that is concise, current and directly relevant to your application 

 support material for proposals involving the Aboriginal arts and 
cultural sector and/or Aboriginal people, organisations and 
cultural material must include:
• letters of support and confirmation of involvement from 

the relevant communities and/or organisations (see NSW 
Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Protocols).

 other support material may include:
• a program of activities
• relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
• a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum one A4 page per person)
• confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies

 make sure to submit your support material in the amount and 
format required, including:
• combined files not exceeding 25MB
• five minutes of video or audio recording
• no zipped or compressed files
• documents in PDF format where possible 
• links for externally hosted work only.
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 Some grants or opportunities may have special support 
material requirements. Read these guidelines carefully or 
contact Create NSW for advice on what to include. 

Apply online (and on time)
 applications must be received through our secure online 

grants system, SmartyGrants. You can create a SmartyGrants 
account using the ‘Apply Now’ button on the Create NSW 
website (create.nsw.gov.au) 

 make sure to save your online form regularly and allow plenty 
of time to review your application before submission

 Applications can be submitted up to 11.59pm (AEST/AEDT) 
on the closing dates listed on Page 22. We recommend you 
submit your application before 5pm (AEST/AEDT) on the 
closing date in case you need technical support from  
Create NSW 

 regional applicants with unreliable internet connections can 
ask to use a printed application form. If you think you will 
have difficulty submitting your application online, contact 
Create NSW before the closing date. 

information 

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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information information 

AFTER YOU APPLY

 you will be sent an automatic reply when we receive your 
application

 Create NSW staff will check your eligibility before passing 
your application on for assessment 

 all applications submitted under the ACDP funding 
categories are assessed by an independently chaired panel 
of qualified and experienced peer representatives from 
across the sector. Panels may also include Create NSW staff 
and representatives of State Cultural Institutions or other 
government agencies. Final recommendations are submitted 
to the Minister for the Arts (or a representative). Quick 
Response applications are assessed by Create NSW staff with 
input from industry representatives

 applications are assessed against the assessment criteria, 
budget and support material. Assessment panels may also 
consider the available funding, category objectives, mix 
of artforms/disciplines, geographic distribution and ACDP 
priorities 

 at the assessment meeting, the panel may seek specialist 
advice or ask you for more information about your 
application. If this is required, you will be contacted by 
Create NSW staff immediately

 due to the competitive nature of the ACDP, not all 
applications that meet the assessment criteria can be funded

 you will be notified of the outcome of your application 
whether you’re successful or unsuccessful. Feedback can be 
provided on request.
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Happy as Larry, Shaun Parker and Company. Image: Prudence Upton
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opening & closing 
IMPORTANT DATES



GRANTS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Artist Support  
Page 51

Round 1:  
2 July 2018
Round 2:  
10 December 2018

Round 1:  
13 August 2018
Round 2:  
21 January 2019

Artist Support (Quick 
Response) Page 54

29 June 2018 1 April 2019

Fellowships (Visual Arts 
Emerging) Page 63 

29 June 2018 3 August 2018

Artform Fellowships 
(except Visual Arts) 
Page 63 

6 July 2018 17 August 2018

Creative Development 
Fellowships (including 
Young Creative Leaders) 
Page 62

6 July 2018 17 August 2018

23     OPENING & CLOSING DATES

opening & closing dates

! CREATIVE KOORI 
ABORIGINAL ARTS AND CULTURE FUNDING

Aboriginal Artist  
Support (Quick 
Response) Page 31

29 June 2018 1 April 2019

Creative Koori Arts  
and Cultural Projects  
Page 33

12 September 2018 24 October 2018

Creative Koori 
Employment  
Page 37

12 September 2018 24 October 2018

Aboriginal Regional 
Arts Fund Page 41

13 August 2018 24 September 2018
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opening & closing dates opening & closing dates

!CREATIVE KOORI 
ABORIGINAL ARTS AND CULTURE FUNDING

Aboriginal Artist  
Support (Quick 
Response) Page 31

29 June 2018 1 April 2019

Creative Koori Arts  
and Cultural Projects  
Page 33

12 September 2018 24 October 2018

Creative Koori 
Employment  
Page 37

12 September 2018 24 October 2018

Aboriginal Regional 
Arts Fund Page 41

13 August 2018 24 September 2018

GRANTS FOR PROJECTS 
INDIVIDUALS,  GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS 

Arts and Cultural 
Projects Page 70

1 August 2018 12 September 2018

Creative Capital Fund  
Page 75

16 July 2018 27 August 2018

Regional Arts Touring 
Page 78

29 June 2018 3 August 2018

Regional Partnerships 
Page 83

EOI:  
16 July 2018

EOI:  
27 August 2018

GRANTS FOR ORGANISATIONS
ANNUAL PROGRAM 

Arts and Cultural 
Organisations 
Page 95

29 June 2018 31 August 2018

Service Organisations 
Page 99

29 June 2018 31 August 2018

OPENING DATESPROGRAM CLOSING DATES
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Boomerang Festival, at the Byron Bay Blues Festival 2017. Image: Joseph Mayers



25     CHAPTER NAME ARTS & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM    26

creative koori 
ABORIGINAL ARTS & CULTURE 

FUNDING
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creative koori

CREATIVE KOORI
Creative Koori aims to support and further develop NSW 
Aboriginal arts and culture. It works to meet the directions of the 
NSW Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Strategy (Stage Two: Connection, 
Culture, Pathways) through a focus on market development, 
careers, government and industry partnerships. Applicants should 
read the strategy before applying.

The information in this section applies to all applicants to:
 Aboriginal Artist Support (Quick Response)
 Creative Koori Arts and Cultural Projects 
 Creative Koori Employment 
 Aboriginal Regional Arts Fund.  

For the purpose of this funding category, an Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander is a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
descent, who identifies as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
and is accepted as such by the community in which they live or 
have lived.

Each grant or opportunity in this funding category has special 
eligibility requirements. Please read these requirements for each 
category carefully before completing your application.

WHO CAN APPLY

To be eligible for these categories:

Individuals must be:
 an Australian citizen or permanent resident
 a NSW resident
 a professional artist or arts/cultural worker.

$

?
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creative koori

!

Groups must:
 be a partnership, group or unincorporated entity with an ABN 

(or able to work with a third party to administer the grant on 
your behalf).

Organisations must:
 be a legally constituted not-for-profit incorporated body, 

non-trading (non-distributing) co-operative/trust, or local 
government authority. 
• for-profit organisations may be eligible if activities are 

delivered on a break-even (non-profit) basis. 
 be based in NSW 
• support for organisations based outside NSW is rare but 

may be eligible if activities will: be delivered in NSW; 
predominantly engage or deliver a significant service to NSW 
artists and arts/cultural workers; or provide significant and 
direct benefits to NSW artists and arts/cultural workers and 
NSW communities. Contact Create NSW before applying 
(Page 16).

PROTOCOLS
all applicants must follow the NSW Aboriginal Arts  
and Culture Protocols (create.nsw.gov.au) for 
consulting with Aboriginal organisations and 
communities

Priority will be given to Aboriginal artists and arts/cultural 
practitioners, Aboriginal groups and Aboriginal organisations 
(defined as 51% of Aboriginal representation on the Board).

creative koori

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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you may submit one application to each grant or 
opportunity per round

WHAT YOU CAN APPLY FOR
In addition to the specific inclusions listed under each grant or 
opportunity, you can apply for:

 funding for programs and projects based and delivered in NSW. 
• in some circumstances, funding may be provided for 

interstate and international activities where there is direct 
benefit to NSW artists and/or communities

 speakers fees (only for NSW-based artists or arts and cultural 
workers)

 the purchase of capital items (only if they are integral to the 
activity)

 moving image activities and work for galleries, the public realm, 
broadcast or online exhibition

 the following activities, when part of a larger creative 
development process or audience development strategy:
• creation and recording of new, original musical works
• creation of new literary works (including scripts)
• printing, production and publishing of books, catalogues, 

DVDs, CDs/vinyl or manuscripts.

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE  
ACCEPTED:

 core education and training activities 
 revitalisation of urban precincts
 applications from government departments and agencies, 

including the State Cultural Institutions and their staff
• for employees of the NSW State Government, including the 

State Cultural Institutions, applications may only be accepted 
if the activities are not related (either directly or indirectly) 
to your employment. This also means that a financial 

i

!

creative koori
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contribution (including in-kind support) to the proposed 
activity cannot be made by your employer.

 applications from libraries
 applications from preschools, primary or secondary schools
 applicants who have been advised by Create NSW that they are 

not eligible for funding as a result of failing to meet previous 
contract conditions.

FUNDS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR:
 filmmaking and production (unless applying for Young  

Creative Leaders), mainstream animation and film festivals  
(see screen.nsw.gov.au for funding opportunities in this area)

 accredited study, training or university courses or education 
programs

 fundraising, awards or prize money
 competitions or eisteddfods
 costs of operating a radio station
 the purchase of musical instruments
 the purchase of artworks, land or buildings
 the delivery of new devolved funding programs, unless 

previously authorised by Arts/Create NSW
 repayment of loans
 the costs of regular maintenance or repair of existing facilities
 the cost of plans, feasibility studies or architectural drawings
 compliance with local government environmental or 

sustainability plans.
Some funding categories have additional exclusions. Please check 
each funding category carefully before submitting your application.

creative koori creative koori

http://www.screen.nsw.gov.au
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SUPPORT MATERIAL
make sure you check out the ‘Information for all 
applicants’ section for detailed support material 
requirements Page 12  
(Also see the resources page on the Create NSW website for 
information on Support Material)

ABORIGINAL ARTIST SUPPORT  
QUICK RESPONSE 
This program supports professional and market development 
opportunities for NSW Aboriginal artists and arts/cultural workers. 

It aims to:
 Assist market and professional development opportunities
 Support activities consistent with the objectives of the NSW 

Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Strategy 2015-18 - Connection, 
Culture, Pathways.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must be:

 an individual professional artist or arts/cultural worker, 
partnership or group, or

 a NSW organisation working with the Aboriginal arts and cultural 
sector.

You may submit one application per round to each grant or 
opportunity for which you are eligible, however:

 you can receive one Quick Response and still be eligible for 
either a Fellowship or an Artist Support in that year, but the 
application must be for a new project/activity

!

?

creative koori

$
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  if unsuccessful, you can apply for Artist Support Quick  
Response more than once a year, however the opportunities 
must be time sensitive (see Glossary for definition).

What you can apply for
You can apply for up to $5,000. 

Closing dates and timeframe
This is an open round. Applications are received throughout the 
year (until Monday 1 April 2019).

Activities must take place between 1 July 2018 and 30 June 2019.

Activities must be due to start at least four weeks after your  
application has been submitted.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL
Please include: 

 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 
video, recordings, written material or links to websites)

 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 
involved in the project (maximum three A4 pages per person)

 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 
project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

Support material for proposals involving the Aboriginal arts and 
cultural sector and/or Aboriginal people, organisations and cultural 
material must also include:

 letters of support and confirmation of involvement from the 
relevant communities and/or organisations (see NSW Aboriginal 
Arts and Cultural Protocols).

creative koori creative koori
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Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against the following criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• quality of your artistic and cultural achievements, appropriate 

to the stage of your practice/career
• significance and relevance of the proposed activity to your 

practice or career development
• the professional standing of others involved.

2 Viability and Budget (Health), which can be demonstrated as:
• timeliness of opportunity
• effective planning and use of resources
• realistic and accurate budget that represents value for money
• income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated).

CREATIVE KOORI ARTS AND  
CULTURAL PROJECTS
This program supports arts projects that celebrate and promote 
Aboriginal cultural identities and make the rich and diverse 
Aboriginal cultures of NSW more visible and accessible. It aims to:

 enable Aboriginal communities in NSW to explore and express 
their cultural identities

 engage and promote NSW Aboriginal artists, arts and culture
 build the capacity and sustainability of NSW Aboriginal arts and 

cultural organisations
 increase employment, professional and skills development 

opportunities for Aboriginal artists living in NSW.

$

creative koori



ARTS & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM    34

?
WHO CAN APPLY

 an individual professional artist or arts/cultural worker, 
partnership or group; or

 a NSW organisation working with the Aboriginal arts and cultural 
sector, such as an Aboriginal Land Council.

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must:

 be a NSW resident
 include Aboriginal practitioners and/or arts/cultural workers in 

key creative roles, and incorporate Aboriginal cultures as the 
focus of the project.

What you can apply for
You can apply for up to $60,000 for projects delivered within  
12 months.

You can apply for up to $75,000 for projects delivered over more 
than 12 months.

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 workshops
 arts activities as part of festivals or events
 artist-in-residence programs
 public art and design projects
 performances and exhibitions
 professional development.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Wednesday 24 October 2018. Projects must 
start after 1 January 2019 and be completed by 31 July 2020.

creative koori creative koori
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REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include: 
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum one A4 page per person)
 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

Support material for proposals involving the Aboriginal arts and 
cultural sector and/or Aboriginal people, organisations and cultural 
material must also include:

 letters of support and confirmation of involvement from the 
relevant communities and/or organisations (see NSW Aboriginal 
Arts and Cultural Protocols).

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• clear artistic and/or cultural vision 
• high quality artistic and/or cultural outcomes 
• implementation of appropriate strategies for evaluating 

and measuring artistic/cultural merit and refining projects/
programs 

• contribution and relevance to artform, cultural diversity, 
cultural practice or location 

• artistic and/or cultural experience and expertise 
• involvement of professional artists and/or arts/cultural 

practitioners. 

creative koori
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2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
• strategies for increasing audience/participant numbers 
• that the project will be widely accessible and reach a large 

audience
• engagement with professional Aboriginal artists and promote 

Aboriginal arts and culture in NSW
• enablement of Aboriginal communities in NSW to explore 

and express their cultural identities
• capacity building and sustainability of Aboriginal arts and 

cultural organisations in NSW
• benefit to the artistic and professional development of 

Aboriginal artists and/or arts and cultural organisations in 
NSW

• contribution to diversity, excellence and innovation in the arts 
in NSW

• evidence of support by relevant Aboriginal communities and 
individuals.

3  Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience that reflects 

NSW’s diversity 
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable). 

creative koori creative koori
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4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
• income (cash and in-kind) from sources other than the 

NSW Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated)

• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of activities
• appropriate use of requested public funds 
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities. 

CREATIVE KOORI EMPLOYMENT
This program supports the employment and professional 
development of Aboriginal artists and arts/cultural workers.  

It aims to:
 deliver a sustainable, contemporary, multi-disciplinary Aboriginal 

arts and cultural sector in NSW
 increase employment opportunities for Aboriginal people at all 

stages of their artistic practice
 build the capacity and sustainability of Aboriginal arts and 

cultural organisations and activity in NSW
 increase professional and skills development opportunities for 

Aboriginal artists and arts and cultural workers in NSW
 support the development of future leaders in the NSW arts and 

cultural sectors.

creative koori

$
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?
WHO CAN APPLY

 an individual professional artist or arts/cultural worker, 
partnership or group; or

 a NSW organisation working with the Aboriginal arts and cultural 
sector.

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must:

 be a NSW resident
 include Aboriginal practitioners and/or arts/cultural workers in 

key creative roles, and incorporate Aboriginal cultures as the 
focus of the project.

What you can apply for
You can apply for $15,000 to $75,000.
In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 an artist in residence program
 employment strategies across multiple arts organisations
 engagement of an arts or cultural worker within a gallery or 

museum.

Organisations are invited to apply for projects that provide 
Aboriginal people with greater opportunities to participate in, 
share and strengthen their culture through arts practice and to 
develop careers and businesses within the arts and cultural sectors. 

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Wednesday 24 October 2018. Projects must 
start after 1 January 2019 and be completed by 30 July 2020.

If successful, you will be required to provide Create NSW with 
recruitment strategies and staff professional development plans.

creative koori creative koori
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REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include: 
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum one A4 page per person)
 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

 support material for proposals involving the Aboriginal arts and 
cultural sector and/or Aboriginal people, organisations and 
cultural material must also include:
• letters of support and confirmation of involvement from 

the relevant communities and/or organisations (see NSW 
Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Protocols).

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:

1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 
as one or more of the following:
• clear artistic and/or cultural vision
• high quality artistic and/or cultural outcomes
• appropriate strategies for evaluating and measuring artistic/

cultural merit and refining activities
• contribution and relevance to artform, cultural diversity, 

cultural practice or location
• artistic and/or cultural experience and expertise
• involvement of professional artists and/or arts/cultural 

practitioners.

creative koori
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2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
•  strategies for increasing audience/participant numbers 
• that the project will be widely accessible and reach a large 

audience   
•  engage with professional Aboriginal artists and promote 

Aboriginal arts and culture in NSW
•  enable Aboriginal communities in NSW to explore and 

express their cultural identities
•  build the capacity and sustainability of Aboriginal arts and 

cultural organisations in NSW
•  benefit the artistic and professional development of 

Aboriginal artists and/or arts and cultural organisations in 
NSW

•  contribute to diversity, excellence and innovation in the arts 
in NSW

•  evidence of support by relevant Aboriginal communities and 
individuals.

3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience that reflects 

NSW’s diversity
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable).

creative koori creative koori
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creative koori

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
• income (cash and in-kind) from sources other than the 

NSW Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated)

• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of activities
• appropriate use of requested public funds 
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.

ABORIGINAL REGIONAL ARTS FUND
This program supports arts projects that celebrate and promote 
Aboriginal cultural identities in regional NSW and make the rich 
and diverse Aboriginal cultures of regional NSW more visible and 
accessible. It aims to:

 enable Aboriginal communities in regional NSW to explore and 
express their cultural identities

 engage and promote regional Aboriginal artists, arts and culture 
in NSW

 build local and regional community resilience and engagement 
of Aboriginal arts and culture

 build the capacity and sustainability of Aboriginal arts and 
cultural organisations in regional NSW

 increase professional and skills development opportunities for 
Aboriginal artists living in regional NSW.

$
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creative koori creative koori

?
WHO CAN APPLY

 an individual professional artist or arts/cultural worker, 
partnership or group; or

 a NSW organisation working with the Aboriginal arts and cultural 
sector.

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must:

 be a NSW resident
 include Aboriginal practitioners and/or arts/cultural workers in 

key creative roles, and incorporate Aboriginal cultures as the 
focus of the project.

What you can apply for
Individual professional Aboriginal artists can apply for up $5,000.

Partnerships, groups and organisations can apply for up to $20,000.
In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 workshops
 arts activities as part of festivals or events
 artist-in-residence programs
 public art and design projects
 performances and exhibitions
 professional development.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Monday 24 September 2018. Projects must 
start after 1 January 2019 and be completed by 31 December 2020.
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If you live or work in regional NSW, you can also contact your local 
Regional Arts Development Organisation (RADO) for help with your 
application (regionalartsnsw.com.au). Regional applicants seeking 
support for capital projects are encouraged to contact the Cultural 
Infrastructure Program Management Office on 02 8289 6588 or  
ci@arts.nsw.gov.au. 

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include: 
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum one A4 page per person)
 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

 Support material for proposals involving the Aboriginal arts 
and cultural sector and/or Aboriginal people, organisations and 
cultural material must also include:
• letters of support and confirmation of involvement from 

the relevant communities and/or organisations (see NSW 
Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Protocols).

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) ) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• clear artistic and/or cultural vision
• high quality artistic and/or cultural outcomes
• appropriate strategies for evaluating and measuring artistic/

cultural merit and refining activities

creative koori
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• contribution and relevance to artform, cultural diversity, 
cultural practice or location

• artistic and/or cultural experience and expertise
• involvement of professional artists and/or arts/cultural 

practitioners.

2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
• strategies for increasing audience/participant numbers 
• that the project will be widely accessible and reach a large 

audience   
• engage with professional Aboriginal artists and promote 

Aboriginal arts and culture in NSW
• enable Aboriginal communities in NSW to explore and 

express their cultural identities
• build the capacity and sustainability of Aboriginal arts and 

cultural organisations in NSW
• benefit the artistic and professional development of 

Aboriginal artists and/or arts and cultural organisations in 
NSW

• contribute to diversity, excellence and innovation in the arts 
in NSW

• evidence of support by relevant Aboriginal communities and 
individuals.

creative koori creative koori
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creative koori

3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience that reflects 

NSW’s diversity
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable).

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
• income (cash and in-kind) from sources other than the 

NSW Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated)

• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of activities
• appropriate use of requested public funds 
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.
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creative koori Block Party, Artstate Lismore, Arts Northern Rivers, 2017.  
Image: Katelyn-Jane Dunn
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The Arrival of Demons, Acrylic and gold leaf on MCA foyer wall, Khadim Ali.  
Image: Anna Kucera
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grants for individuals 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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GRANTS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

This funding category supports support artists, practitioners and 
arts/cultural workers to engage in opportunities to grow their skills 
and practice, connect with peers, build sustainable careers and 
take part in innovative collaborations.

The information in this section applies to all applicants to:
 Artist Support  
 Artist Support (Quick Response)
 Fellowships 

Each grant or opportunity in this funding category has special 
eligibility requirements. Please read these guidelines carefully 
before completing your application.

WHO CAN APPLY

To be eligible for these categories:
 Individuals must be:
• an Australian citizen or permanent resident
• a NSW resident
• a professional artist or arts/cultural worker.

 Groups must be:
• a partnership, group or unincorporated entity with an ABN (or 

able to work with a third party to administer the grant on your 
behalf).

Note that organisations are not eligible to apply in this category.

individual grants

 

?
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individual grants individual grants

You may submit one application per round to each grant or 
opportunity for which you are eligible, however:

 you can receive a Quick Response grant and still be eligible 
for either a Fellowship or an Artist Support in that year, but the 
application must be for a new project/activity

  if unsuccessful, you can apply for Artist Support Quick Response 
more than once a year, however the opportunities must be 
time-sensitive (see Glossary for definition).

What you can apply for
You can apply for any activities that support a program of 
professional development, this might include:

 mentorships and residencies
 research trips
 performances and/or presentations at nationally or 

internationally recognised events or festivals

You can not apply for: 
 costs associated with a project or program that has already been 

substantially completed
 costs for study for a tertiary education qualification
 total production costs of new work (such as an exhibition or 

performance). If including a new work, it must be demonstrated 
how this activity will contribute to your overall professional 
development

 activities that have already received Arts/Create NSW funding 
 costs of items and materials already purchased.
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individual grants

FUNDS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR:
 filmmaking and production (unless applying for the Young 

Regional Artist Scholarship and some Fellowships), mainstream 
animation and film festivals (see screen.nsw.gov.au for funding 
opportunities in this area)

 fundraising, awards or prize money
 competitions or eisteddfods
 the purchase of musical instruments
 repayment of loans

Some funding categories have additional exclusions. Please check 
each funding category carefully before submitting your application.

SUPPORT MATERIAL

Each grant or opportunity in this funding category may also have 
special support material requirements. Please read these  
guidelines carefully before completing your application.

ARTIST SUPPORT
This program supports professional development opportunities for 
NSW-based professional artists and arts/cultural workers in skills or 
market development. It aims to:

 enable professional artists and arts/cultural workers to attend or 
participate in an outstanding opportunity 

 build the capacity and skills of professional artists and arts/
cultural workers, and strengthen their capacity to become arts 
and cultural leaders

 develop new markets and audiences nationally and 
internationally

 promote the NSW arts and cultural sector nationally and 
internationally.

$

http://www.screen.nsw.gov.au
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individual grants individual grants

?
WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
your opportunity must contribute significantly to the development 
of your professional skills.

Priority will be given to applicants who have not received Artist 
Support funding in the last 12 months.

What you can apply for
You can apply for up to $5,000 for professional, skills or market 
development activities.

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 mentorships and residencies
 research for a creative/cultural project that develops new skills 

and engages with new ways of working
 an outstanding arts and cultural opportunity, such as:
• performing or presenting a work at a nationally or 

internationally recognised festival, industry event, curated 
season of works or exhibition

• presenting a paper or conducting a workshop at a nationally 
or internationally recognised symposium or conference.

You should also check out the general restrictions for this funding 
category.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications for Round 1 will close Monday 13 August 2018, for 
activities after 15 October 2018. Applications for Round 2 will close 
Monday 21 January 2019, for activities after 1 April 2019. 
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REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include: 
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum three A4 pages per person)
 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• quality of artistic and cultural achievements, appropriate to 

the stage of your practice/career
• significance and relevance of the proposed activity to your 

practice or career development
• the professional standing of others involved.

2 Viability and Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one 
or more of the following:
• effective planning and use of resources
• realistic and accurate budget that represents value for money
• income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated).

individual grants
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individual grants individual grants

ARTIST SUPPORT QUICK RESPONSE
This program supports time-sensitive professional development 
opportunities for NSW-based professional artists and arts/cultural 
workers. It aims to:

 enable professional artists and arts/cultural workers to attend or 
participate in outstanding time-sensitive opportunities 

 build the capacity and skills of professional artists and arts/
cultural workers, and strengthen their capacity to become arts 
and cultural leaders

 develop new markets and audiences nationally and 
internationally

 promote the NSW arts and cultural sector nationally and 
internationally.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
your opportunity must:

 contribute significantly to the development of your professional 
skills; and

 be time-sensitive (unable to be planned for, offered with late 
notice or requiring quick acceptance). 

Priority will be given to applicants who have not received Artist 
Support (Quick Response) funding in the last 12 months.

What you can apply for
You can apply for up $5,000 for professional, skills or market 
development activities.

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 mentorships and residencies

$

?
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 research for a creative/cultural project that develops new skills 
and engages with new ways of working

 an outstanding arts and cultural opportunity, such as:
• performing or presenting a work at a nationally or 

internationally recognised festival, industry event, curated 
season of works or exhibition

• presenting a paper or conducting a workshop at a nationally 
or internationally recognised symposium or conference.

You should also check out the general restrictions for this funding 
category.

Closing dates and timeframe
Activities must take place between 1 July 2018 and 30 June 2019.

This is an open round. Applications are received throughout the 
year (until Monday 1 April 2019).

Activities must be due to start at least four weeks after your 
application has been submitted.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include: 
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum three A4 pages per person)
 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

individual grants
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Assessment criteria
Your application should demonstrate:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• quality of artistic and cultural achievements, appropriate to 

the stage of your practice/career
• significance and relevance of the proposed activity to your 

practice or career development
• the time-sensitive nature of the proposed activity
• the professional standing of others involved.

2 Viability and Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as 
one or more of the following:
• effective planning and use of resources
• realistic and accurate budget that represents value for 

money
•  income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated). 

FELLOWSHIPS
This program supports NSW artists, practitioners and arts/cultural 
workers to undertake self-directed professional development 
programs or significant opportunities to support their personal, 
creative and career advancement. 

A number of Fellowships for emerging, mid-career and 
established artists and arts/cultural workers are offered across a 
range of artforms and priority areas. 

individual grants individual grants

$
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Artform Fellowships
 NSW History Fellowship (see special requirements on Page 63)
 NSW Performing Arts Emerging Fellowship (Dance, Theatre and 

Performance) 
 NSW Performing Arts Mid-career/Established Fellowship 

(Dance, Theatre and Performance) 
 NSW Music Fellowship 
 NSW Visual Arts Emerging Fellowship, offered in partnership 

with Artspace Visual Arts Centre (see Page 63)
 NSW Visual Arts Mid-career/Established Fellowship  

(see Page 63)
 NSW Writer’s Fellowship, offered in partnership with Varuna,  

The Writers’ House (see special requirements on Page 64)

Creative Development Fellowships
 Creative Development (meeting a priority area)
 Young Creative Leaders

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category:
 fellowships are open to all professional NSW artists, 

practitioners, arts/cultural workers or creative partnerships/
groups at any stage of their career and working in any artform, 
unless otherwise stated

 for Fellowships targeting specific career stages, you will be 
asked to explain how you self-define as emerging, mid-career or 
established, as per the following definitions:
• emerging artists and arts/cultural workers are professional, 

practicing artists who have a public presentation or 
publication record and are in the early stages of their career

individual grants
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individual grants individual grants

• mid-career and established artists and arts/cultural workers 
are professional, practicing artists in the mid to late stages of 
their career, with a significant history of practice and public 
presentation, an extensive body of work and a degree of 
recognition.

 groups or partnerships must ensure that:
• all members of the group/partnership meet the eligibility 

criteria and specific career stage (if applicable)
• all members of the group/partnership have collaborated on 

all the works included as support material
• one member of your group/partnership is nominated to 

submit the application and be the lead contact person
• CVs and details are provided for all members of the group/

partnership
• if successful, all group/partnership members would 

participate in the program of professional development and 
share Fellowship funds.

 receiving a fellowship is a one-off opportunity, you may  
not receive a fellowship in the same category twice.

What you can apply for
You can apply for $30,000 for an Artform Fellowship, up to $30,000 
for a Creative Development Fellowship or up to $10,000 for a 
Young Creative Leaders Fellowship.

please do not make a request for more than these 
amounts in your application

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 a professional development program that enables development 
of skills, knowledge, networks and/or new work (either through 
facilitated formal or informal learning opportunities) 

!
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 activities that include a combination of:
• mentorships or internships with recognised professional 

practitioners or organisations
• collaborations with national or international institutions or 

organisations for activities such as a residency, access to 
collections or venues, or showcasing work. (You can either 
contact the organisation directly or ask if Create NSW can 
help make an introduction)

• an outstanding opportunity of significance to your practice
• short-term courses, workshops or other training at recognised 

institutions or organisations
• international and/or national travel for research and 

development
• skills development and experimentation
• development of new work.

Some Fellowships may also include special opportunities or 
requirements. Please read these guidelines carefully before 
completing your application.
You should also check out the general restrictions for this funding 
category.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications for Visual Arts Emerging Fellowship will close  
Friday 3 August 2018.

Applications for all other Artform and Creative Development 
Fellowships will close Friday 17 August 2018. Closing dates of NSW 
Visual Arts Mid-Career/Established Fellowship will be released 
shortly through the Create NSW website.

Funding is available for activities starting after 1 January 2019. 

individual grants
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individual grants individual grants

Activities must start within six months of receiving the Fellowship 
and be completed within two years.

If successful, you will need to:
 work with Create NSW to finalise your program of professional 

development
 negotiate with Create NSW an outcome that is relevant to your 

program and promotes and shares your learnings.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include: 
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum one A4 page per person)
 a letter of reference from an institution, organisation, colleague, 

peer or mentor you have worked with who knows your practice. 
 
A letter of reference should confirm:

• your status as a professional artist or arts/cultural worker 
(and, if relevant, stage of practice as emerging, mid-career or 
established)

• the quality of your work
• the relevance and potential benefit of the proposed program 

of professional development
• how long the endorser has known you, and in what capacity
• the qualities that make you suitable for a reference, such as 

knowledge, skills, experience, accomplishments and abilities
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 if the letter of reference is from an educational institution, such 
as a supervisor or lecturer at a university or training college, it 
must be clear that your program of professional development is 
independent from your studies.

Assessment criteria
Your application should demonstrate:

1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 
as one or more of the following:
• artistic and/or cultural merit of your work, professional 

achievements and experience (as evidenced by support 
material)

• significance and benefit of the proposed program to your 
artistic or cultural practice and professional development.

2 Viability and Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one 
or more of the following:
• effective and achievable planning
• realistic and accurate budget that represents value for money.

individual grants
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FELLOWSHIPS SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT
This program aims to build excellence in individual practitioners, 
artists and cultural workers in NSW. These fellowships will support 
practitioners who are working in any artform or cultural practice 
and are seeking to build their leadership in their field. The 
outcomes may be for individual development or for the benefit 
of an arts organization/group/partnership/community you work 
for or you lead. Applicants can be in early stages or mid-stage of 
their career and must be from or working in one of the following 
priority areas:

 Aboriginal people
 people living and/or working in Western Sydney
 people living and/or working in regional NSW
 people from a culturally and linguistically diverse background
 people with a disability.

For the purpose of the ACDP, regional NSW is defined as the 
areas or regions outside Sydney and Western Sydney, and 
includes the Central Coast, Hunter and Illawarra. For definitions, 
see Page 106. For definitions of the priority areas please refer to 
the Glossary, see Page 110.

YOUNG CREATIVE LEADERS
This program will support emerging young leaders in NSW in 
any artform or cultural practice between the ages of 18-25 years 
of age. Proof of age will be necessary and a program of activity 
that is relevant to this stage of your career.  Create NSW staff are 
available to support you in your application.

individual grants individual grants
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ARTFORM FELLOWSHIPS

NSW HISTORY FELLOWSHIP 
To apply, you must be a historian or practitioner working in the 
discipline of history. You will need to demonstrate a degree of 
training, professional experience or manner of working with history 
that allows you to be assessed against the highest practiced 
standards in the discipline.

NSW VISUAL ARTS EMERGING FELLOWSHIP
Offered in partnership with Artspace Visual Arts Centre  
(artspace.org.au). 
 
An independent assessment panel will shortlist up to 12 applicants 
to be part of an exhibition at Artspace in Sydney from 8 November 
to 9 December 2018. Shortlisted artists will be advised in  
August 2018.

Shortlisted artists will develop work for the exhibition over several 
months with professional curatorial support from Artspace. Artists 
will receive a fee and may be asked to participate in talks or other 
public programs. 

The Fellowship will be awarded to one of the shortlisted artists, 
selected by the assessment panel once the exhibition is installed 
at Artspace. The Fellowship recipient will be announced at the 
opening of the exhibition on 8 November 2018.

NSW VISUAL ARTS MID-CAREER/ESTABLISHED  
FELLOWSHIP
Priority will be given to applicants who have not been shortlisted 
for this Fellowship in the last 12 months. 

individual grants
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A new opportunity as part of this Fellowship is coming. Please 
subscribe to the Create NSW eNews for updates.

NSW WRITER’S FELLOWSHIP
Offered in partnership with Varuna, The Writers’ House  
(varuna.com.au). 

To apply, you can be a writer of fiction, literary non-fiction, 
children’s or young adult literature, poetry, graphic novels, literary 
digital and new media work, or writing for performance.

Required support material includes:
 work samples to demonstrate your publication record

Optional support material may include:
 samples of new, unpublished work/s (maximum five pages).

PLEASE NOTE
there are no special eligibility requirements for  
the NSW Music and NSW Performing Arts  
Fellowships offered though the ACDP

individual grants individual grants
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Dreamland, Northern Rivers Performing Arts, 2016. Image: NORPA
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grants for projects 
INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS AND  

ORGANISATIONS
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GRANTS FOR PROJECTS 
INDIVIDUALS,  GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS

This funding category supports innovation, vibrancy and creativity 
within the NSW arts and cultural sector. 

The information in this section applies to all applicants to:
 Arts and Cultural Projects
 Creative Capital Fund  
 Regional Arts Touring 
 Regional Partnerships 

Each grant or opportunity in this funding category has special 
eligibility requirements (regionalartsnsw.com.au). Please read 
these guidelines carefully before completing your application.

If you live or work in regional NSW, you can also contact your 
local Regional Arts Development Organisation for help with 
your application. Regional applicants seeking support for capital 
projects are encouraged to contact the Cultural Infrastructure 
Program Management Office on 02 8289 6588 or  
ci@arts.nsw.gov.au. 

WHO CAN APPLY

To be eligible for these categories:
 Individuals must be:
• an Australian citizen or permanent resident
• a NSW resident
• a professional artist or arts/cultural worker.

 Groups must be:
• a partnership, group or unincorporated entity with an ABN 

(or be able to work with a third party to administer the grant 
on your behalf).

grants for projects
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grants for projects grants for projects

 Organisations must be:
• a legally constituted not-for-profit incorporated body, 

non-trading (non-distributing) co-operative/trust, or local 
government authority 

• for-profit organisations may be eligible if activities are 
delivered on a break-even (non-profit) basis 

• based in NSW

Support for organisations based outside NSW is rare but 
applications made by organisations are eligible if activities will: 

 - be delivered in NSW; or
 - predominantly engage or deliver a significant service   
 to NSW artists and arts/cultural workers; or 
 - provide significant and direct benefits to NSW artists   
 and arts/cultural workers and NSW communities.

Key Festivals, Major Performing Arts and State Significant 
Organisations are only eligible to apply to the Regional Arts 
Touring category (see the ‘Grants for Projects’ section).

Generally organisations receiving multiyear program funding 
cannot apply for Project funding. However, regionally based 
organisations that receive multiyear program funding, may apply 
for regional project categories.

You may submit one application to each grant or opportunity per 
round.

What you can apply for
In addition to the specific inclusions listed under each grant or 
opportunity, you can apply for:

 funding for programs and projects based and delivered  
in NSW



69     GRANTS FOR PROJECTS

• in some circumstances, funding may be provided for 
interstate and international activities where there is direct 
benefit to NSW artists and/or communities.

 speakers fees (only for NSW-based artists or arts and cultural 
workers)

 mentoring and development programs for individuals artists or 
arts workers

 the purchase of capital items (only if they are integral to the 
activity)

 moving image activities and work for galleries, the public realm, 
broadcast or online exhibition

 the following activities, when part of a larger creative 
development process or audience development strategy:
• creation and recording of new, original musical works
• creation of new literary works (including scripts)
• printing, production and publishing of books, catalogues, 

DVDs, CDs/vinyl or manuscripts.

FUNDS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR:
 filmmaking and production (unless applying for Young Creative 

Leaders ), mainstream animation and film festivals (see  
screen.nsw.gov.au for funding opportunities in this area)

 accredited study, training or university courses or education 
programs

 fundraising, awards or prize money
 competitions or eisteddfods
 costs of operating a radio station
 the purchase of musical instruments
 the purchase of artworks, land or buildings
 the delivery of new devolved funding programs, unless 

previously authorised by Arts/Create NSW
 repayment of loans

grants for projects
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 the costs of regular maintenance or repair of existing facilities
 the cost of plans, feasibility studies or architectural drawings
 compliance with local government environmental or 

sustainability plans.
Some funding categories have additional exclusions. Please check 
each funding category carefully before submitting your application.

the following activities will not be accepted:
 core education and training activities
 core operational or related administration costs
 revitalisation of urban precincts.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Each grant or opportunity in this funding category may also have 
special support material requirements. Please read these guidelines 
carefully before completing your application.

ARTS AND CULTURAL PROJECTS

This program supports professional arts and cultural projects at any 
stage of the creative process. It aims to:

 deliver a dynamic and diverse range of arts and cultural 
experiences to communities across NSW

 contribute to the development of a vibrant and accessible arts 
and cultural sector in NSW

 strengthen professional arts and cultural development in the 
small-to-medium arts and cultural sector

 contribute to arts and cultural excellence and innovation
 increase the accessibility of vibrant arts and culture in NSW

$
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grants for projects

 support the employment and development of professional 
NSW-based artists and arts/cultural workers

 deliver arts and cultural outcomes in ACDP priority areas.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must:

 involve professional artists and arts/cultural workers based in 
NSW.

What you can apply for
You can apply for up to $60,000 for projects delivered within  
12 months.

You can apply for up to $75,000 for projects delivered within 
24 months. 

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 creative development and/or public presentation of work(s)
 commissioning professional artists – for example, a writer, 

composer, choreographer or visual artist – to develop a work for 
an event

 partnerships (including those with the non-arts sector) to 
develop arts and culture in a specific region, priority area or 
artform/discipline

 community collaborations involving professional artists to 
develop skills, public performances, exhibitions or participatory 
events

 development and presentation of a new museum display 
featuring items from current, new and/or borrowed collections

 arts and cultural activities aimed at engaging young people, 
particularly students attending geographically and/or socio-
economically disadvantaged schools

?
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 extending an artist’s or organisation’s practice, audiences or 
markets

 developing and deepening audience engagement with arts and 
culture

 projects that take place in multiple locations (except tours).

In addition to the general restrictions for this funding category, 
funding is not available for:

 an organisation receiving Program funding in the same year. 
While an organisation can apply for both Arts and Cultural 
Projects and Program funding, it cannot receive both grants 
in the same year. If recommended by the assessment panel in 
both categories, Create NSW will prioritise the Program funding 
application

 Regional Arts Touring applications (which should be submitted 
to the Regional Arts Touring category).

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Wednesday 12 September 2018 for projects 
starting after 15 January 2019.

Projects must be completed within a two-year period. 

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include:
 relevant and recent examples of your artistic work (images, 

video, recordings, written material or links to websites)
 a brief biography or CV for any artists or key collaborators 

involved in the project (maximum one A4 page per person)
 confirmation letters and/or letters of support related to your 

project (provided as one document), such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.
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Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• clear artistic and/or cultural vision
• high quality artistic and/or cultural outcomes
• appropriate strategies for evaluating and measuring artistic/

cultural merit and refining activities
• contribution and relevance to artform, cultural diversity, 

cultural practice or location
• artistic and/or cultural experience and expertise
• involvement of professional artists and/or arts/cultural 

practitioners.

2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
•  strategies for increasing audience/participant numbers 
•  that the project will be widely accessible and reach a large 

audience
• activities in ACDP priority area/s
• inclusion and engagement of people reflecting NSW’s 

diversity 
• relevance to target audience/participants, geographic area or 

community
• support and commitment of partners and/or communities
• public, community and/or social outcomes
• maintenance, development or diversification of audiences 

and participants
• involvement and development of volunteers.

grants for projects
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3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience that reflects 

NSW’s diversity
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations 

across the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/

Create NSW funding (if applicable).

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
• income (cash and in-kind) from sources other than the 

NSW Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated)

• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of activities
• appropriate use of requested public funds 
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.

grants for projects grants for projects
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CREATIVE CAPITAL FUND 
This program supports the improvement of arts and cultural 
infrastructure and purchase of equipment used for arts and cultural 
purposes in the Blue Mountains, Newcastle, Sydney, Western 
Sydney and Wollongong. It aims to:

 support innovative smaller-scale capital infrastructure projects 
that increase and promote participation in arts and cultural 
activities

 develop NSW arts and cultural facilities
 encourage collaboration and partnerships between and across 

community groups, arts and cultural organisations and local 
government authorities to deliver efficient use of resources

 address local need and gaps in the network of arts and cultural 
facilities

 improve the maintenance, preservation and display of 
collections.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must:

 be an organisation based in the Newcastle, Wollongong, 
Western Sydney (including the Blue Mountains) or Metropolitan 
Sydney LGAs (for definitions see Page 106).

What you can apply for
You can apply for matched funding of up to $100,000.

The NSW Government will contribute up to 80% of a project or 
purchase total cost, to a maximum of $100,000. At least 20% of the 
income, including in-kind, must be matched from other sources. 
If your budget includes in-kind contributions, you must provide 
details of each contribution in your application.

grants for projects
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Applicants must clearly demonstrate that capital items purchased 
will be used primarily for arts and cultural purposes and/or to 
improve the usability of arts and cultural facilities. This could 
include:

 construction, alteration, renovation, completion or fit out of 
buildings or facilities for arts and cultural use

 digitisation of collections for public access and/or archiving 
purposes

 repair and conservation of collections
 purchase of equipment that improves the usability of arts and 

cultural facilities, such as:
• auditorium seating
• storage units and equipment
• theatre and exhibition lighting and sound systems
• air conditioning
• stage machinery
• electrical systems.

In addition to the general restrictions for this funding category, 
funding is not available for:

 furniture and equipment for administrative purposes (such as 
computers or printers)

 software, websites or apps, unless these will form part of the 
digitisation of collections.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Monday 27 August 2018 for purchases and 
projects starting after 1 January 2019.

grants for projects grants for projects
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REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include:
 confirmation letters or letters of support (provided as one 

document) from owners (if not the applicant), partners, 
contractors or other funding agencies

 for activities involving the development or renovation of 
infrastructure:
• evidence of ownership or long-term access and a 

commitment to use the facility as an arts and cultural venue
• certified cost estimate or quotes
• formal confirmation of other funding contributions
• detailed plans drafted by an architect or qualified draftsman.

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• impact of project or purchase on arts and cultural experiences 

within the community
• improved usage of arts and cultural facilities
• improved quality of arts and cultural outcomes
• support of delivery of arts and cultural activities.

2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
• community support and partners
• relevance to artistic and cultural needs of sector or community.

3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• well-planned project with appropriate approvals and risk 

management in place

grants for projects
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• achievable and realistic timelines
• consideration of future operations and maintenance.

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budget details
• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of project or 

purchase
• appropriate use of public funds requested
• income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated). 

• appropriate provision for contingencies
• provision for insurance and other liabilities

REGIONAL ARTS TOURING
This program supports projects that provide access to arts and 
culture for audiences living in regional NSW. Funding is available 
for tours of all artforms, including performing arts, music, visual 
arts, literature, history, museums and multi-arts. It aims to:

 provide people in regional NSW with access to a diverse range 
of artistic and cultural experiences, no matter where they live

 support best-practice programming in regional and rural 
facilities

 build audiences by encouraging and promoting regional and 
local support for arts and culture

 build the viability of NSW arts and cultural organisations by 
developing new markets and audiences.

grants for projects grants for projects
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WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
priority will be given to organisations and individuals who are:

 based in NSW or deliver the majority of the activity in NSW.

For the purpose of the ACDP, regional NSW is defined as the areas 
or regions outside Sydney and Western Sydney, and includes the 
Central Coast, Hunter and Illawarra. For definitions, see Page 104.

What you can apply for
You can apply for up to $200,000 for tours that include: 

 at least two NSW destinations
 at least two regional NSW destinations  

(for applicants based in Sydney or Western Sydney)
 Western Sydney and Sydney destinations (for applicants based 

in regional NSW).

Applicants based in regional NSW are eligible to apply for  
funding for:

 net touring costs (freight, transport, accommodation and travel 
payments)

 community engagement or audience development costs
 inclusion of remount/pre-production costs up to $10,000 per 

tour.

Sydney and Western Sydney-based organisations can apply for the 
above costs for regional NSW locations only.

All applicants should demonstrate strong audience development/
engagement strategies.

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

grants for projects
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 a regional NSW theatre organisation touring a performance to 
Western Sydney and regional NSW locations

 an artist/curator from Western Sydney touring an exhibition to 
multiple regional NSW galleries

 a band touring regional NSW to support an album release
 a Sydney-based dance company touring to three regional NSW 

destinations and delivering workshops with young people.

In addition to the general restrictions for this funding category, 
funding is not available for:

 in-house salaries or fees
 interstate and international touring
 touring to primary and secondary schools
 Sydney and Western Sydney destinations within a tour, unless 

the applicant is based in regional NSW.

Closing dates and timeframe
If you live or work in regional NSW, you can also contact your local 
Regional Arts Development Organisation (regionalartsnsw.com.au) 
for help with your application. 

Applications will close Friday 3 August 2018 for tours starting after 
1 November 2018.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

Please include:
 a full tour itinerary, including:
• all national tour dates, if applicable
• all proposed venues, indicating whether they are confirmed 

(Yes/No).

grants for projects grants for projects
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 confirmation letters or letters of support related to your program 
(provided as one document), such as those from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies.

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 

as one or more of the following:
• clear artistic and/or cultural vision
• high quality artistic and/or cultural outcomes
• implementation of appropriate strategies for evaluating and 

measuring artistic/cultural merit and refining activities
• contribution and relevance to artform, cultural diversity, 

cultural practice or location
• artistic and/or cultural experience and expertise
• involvement of professional artists and/or arts/cultural 

practitioners.

2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
•  strategies for increasing audience/participant numbers 
•  that the project will be widely accessible and reach a large 

audience
•  strategies for engaging the NSW community in arts and 

cultural activities as creators, participants and/or audiences
•  the extent and depth of engagement with audience/

participants, including participant and/or audience numbers
•  activities in ACDP priority area/s
•  inclusion and engagement of people reflecting NSW’s 

diversity 
•  relevance to target audience/participants, geographic area or 

community

grants for projects
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•  support and commitment of partners and/or communities
•  public or community and/or social outcomes
•  maintenance, development or diversification of audiences 

and participants
• involvement and development of volunteers.

3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience and 

representing NSW’s diversity
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable).

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
•  income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated)

• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of activity
• appropriate use of the public funds requested
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.
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REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 
This program supports significant and long-term partnerships in 
regional NSW that will stimulate and leave a legacy of strong and 
diverse regional arts and cultural activity. This funding supports 
strategic partnerships across and beyond the arts and cultural 
sectors, including those with local government authorities or other 
public, private or community organisations. It aims to:

 support strategic partnerships for the delivery of high-quality 
regional arts and cultural activity in NSW

 build the capacity of regional organisations to deliver arts and 
cultural activity in regional NSW

 achieve enhanced long-term arts and cultural outcomes 
for regional and remote communities, including Aboriginal 
communities

 support the employment and professional and artistic 
development of NSW professional artists and arts/cultural 
workers

 stimulate arts and cultural development and contribute to 
innovation and excellence in regional NSW.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
you must:

 be an organisation, partnership or group based in regional NSW.
• partnerships between regional arts and cultural organisations 

and Sydney-based organisations are eligible if the benefit and 
funding goes directly to the regional area. The application 
must be made by the regional partner and all project partners 
must:

grants for projects
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– be actively involved in project planning and development
– play a key role in delivering the project
– make a financial contribution (cash or in-kind).

For the purpose of the ACDP, regional NSW is defined as the areas 
or regions outside Sydney and Western Sydney, and includes the 
Central Coast, Hunter and Illawarra. For definitions, see Page 106.

Recipients of previous Regional Partnerships funding are eligible to 
apply for support to take a funded project into its next phase.

What you can apply for
You can apply for up $150,000 over two years.

Funding is available for new projects and/or the significant 
development of a current project.

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application could include:

 a regional museum working in partnership with volunteer 
museums in surrounding regions to develop skills or a 
collaborative exhibition or program

 a Sydney-based theatre organisation working in partnership 
with a Regional Arts Development Organisation and the 
local community to develop and deliver arts or performance 
outcomes or activities

 a partnership between a regional gallery and the local health 
service to establish and deliver a visual arts program for the 
benefit of patients and visitors to the hospital.

In addition to the general restrictions for this funding category, 
funding is not available for:

 curriculum-based activities in schools
 infrastructure, capital or projects involving the purchase of 

significant assets
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 partnerships between business units or facilities within the same 
local government authority.

Closing dates and timeframe
If you live or work in regional NSW, you can also contact your local 
Regional Arts Development Organisation  
(regionalartsnsw.com.au) for help with your application. 

Regional applicants seeking support for capital projects are 
encouraged to contact the Cultural Infrastructure Program 
Management Office on 02 8289 6588 or ci@arts.nsw.gov.au. 

There is a two-stage application process for Regional Partnerships 
funding. 

Stage 1 Expressions of Interest (EOI) will close Monday  
27 August 2018. The EOI will:

 outline the strategic intent of the partnership and details of the 
proposed project, including the anticipated aims, progression, 
outcomes and sustainability of the partnership and project

 identify the confirmed and/or proposed partners, including an 
outline of each partners’ contribution (artistic, operational and 
financial)

 identify the artists and key personnel involved in the project, 
where known

 provide an indicative timeline, including key milestones for the 
project

 outline the anticipated audience/participants and strategies for 
engagement of new audiences/participants

 include an indicative budget.

EOIs will be shortlisted by Create NSW staff against ACDP 
assessment criteria and priorities, objectives of the funding 
category, and strategic objectives of Create NSW and the NSW 
Government. Shortlisted applicants will be given feedback and 
receive support from Create NSW to develop a final application.

grants for projects
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Stage 2 Final Applications will close Monday 1 October 2018.
Projects must commence after 1 January 2019 and be completed 
by 31 December 2020.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL
Please include:

 a project plan (see online application form).
 expressions of interest from key partners (provided as one 

document).
 for proposals involving Aboriginal people, letters of support 

and expression of interests of involvement from the relevant 
communities and/or organisations.

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artistic & Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated as 

one or more of the following:
• quality of strategic partnerships and evidence of active 

involvement of key partners in planning and delivery
• strategies that support arts development and sustainability in 

areas of low arts activity
• quality of artistic or cultural activity
• involvement of NSW regional artists and arts/cultural workers
• capacity of project to leave a lasting legacy within the region.

2  Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
• strategies for consultation with and involvement of the 

community in the development, planning and creative process
• good understanding of the needs and expectations of the 

targeted community

grants for projects grants for projects
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• potential for engagement with new audiences
• opportunities for people to access arts and cultural activities 

as creators, participants and audiences.

3  Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more  
of the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience and 

representing NSW’s diversity
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable).

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
•  income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated

• value for money – realistic for scale and impact of activity
• appropriate use of the public funds requested
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.
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GRANTS FOR ORGANISATIONS 
PROGRAM

This funding category supports NSW-based organisations towards 
the costs of delivering arts and cultural programs.

The information in this section applies to all applicants to:
 Arts and Cultural Organisations 
 Service Organisations

Create NSW also supports the NSW State Significant 
Organisations, Key Festivals and Regional Arts Development 
Organisations through negotiated program funding, and Major 
Performing Arts companies in partnership with the Australian 
Government.

PLEASE NOTE 
Changes have been made to the requirements for all 
organisations receiving Program funding from Create NSW. 
Each grant or opportunity in this funding category has special 
eligibility requirements. Please read these guidelines carefully 
before completing your application.

WHO CAN APPLY

To be eligible for these categories:
 Groups must be:
• a partnership, group or unincorporated entity with an ABN (or 

be able to work with a third party to administer the grant on 
your behalf).

 Organisations must be:
• a legally constituted not-for-profit incorporated body, 

non-trading (non-distributing) co-operative/trust, or local 
government authority 

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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– for-profit organisations may be eligible if activities are 
delivered on a break-even (non-profit) basis. 

• based in NSW 
– support for organisations based outside NSW is rare 
but may be eligible if activities will: be delivered in NSW; 
predominantly engage or deliver a significant service to NSW 
artists and arts/cultural workers; or provide significant and 
direct benefits to NSW artists and arts/cultural workers and 
NSW communities. Contact Create NSW before applying.

Key Festivals, Major Performing Arts companies, State Significant 
Organisations and Regional Arts Organisations (RADOs) are not 
eligible to apply

Note that Individuals are not eligible to apply.

Funding is not available for:
 government departments and agencies, including the State 

Cultural Institutions
 for-profit organisations
 educational institutions including preschools, primary and 

secondary schools
 libraries.

Information regarding Multiyear Program funding will be available 
later in 2018.

Applicants may submit one application per round (as either an Arts 
or Cultural Organisation or Service Organisation).

Organisations can also apply for Arts and Cultural Projects funding 
but cannot receive both grants in the same year. If recommended 
by the assessment panel in both categories, Create NSW will 
prioritise the Program funding application.

grants for organisations
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What you can apply for
In addition to the specific inclusions listed under each grant or 
opportunity, you can apply for:

 funding for programs based and delivered in NSW
• in some circumstances, funding may be provided for interstate 

and international activities where there is direct benefit to 
NSW artists and/or communities

 speakers fees (only for NSW-based artists or arts and cultural 
workers)

 the purchase of capital items (only if they are integral to the 
activity)

 moving image activities and work for galleries, the public realm, 
broadcast or online exhibition

 the following activities, when part of a larger creative 
development process or audience development strategy:
• creation and recording of new, original musical works
• creation of new literary works (including scripts)
• printing, production and publishing of books, catalogues, 

DVDs, CDs/vinyl or manuscripts.
 the following applications will not be accepted:
• core education and training activities
• revitalisation of urban precincts

If you live or work in regional NSW, you can also contact your local 
Regional Arts Development Organisation (regionalartsnsw.com.au) 
for help with your application. Regional applicants seeking support for 
capital projects are encouraged to contact the Cultural Infrastructure 
Program Management Office on 02 8289 6588 or  
ci@arts.nsw.gov.au. 

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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FUNDS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR:
 filmmaking and production (unless applying for Young Creative 

Leaders), mainstream animation and film festivals (see  
screen.nsw.gov.au for funding opportunities in this area)

 accredited study, training or university courses or education 
programs

 fundraising, awards or prize money
 competitions or eisteddfods
 costs of operating a radio station
 the purchase of musical instruments
 the purchase of artworks, land or buildings
 the delivery of new devolved funding programs, unless 

previously authorised by Arts/Create NSW
 repayment of loans
 the costs of regular maintenance or repair of existing facilities
 the cost of plans, feasibility studies or architectural drawings
 compliance with local government environmental or 

sustainability plans.

Some funding categories have additional exclusions. Please check 
each funding category carefully before submitting your application.

SUPPORT MATERIAL

Each grant or opportunity in this funding category may also have 
special support material requirements. Please read these  
guidelines carefully before completing your application.

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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ARTS AND CULTURAL ORGANISATIONS  
PROGRAM 

This program supports an annual program of multiple arts and 
cultural activities delivered throughout the calendar year. Funding 
can contribute to any aspect of the program. It aims to:

 improve arts and cultural quality, innovation, excellence and 
development across NSW

 increase access by and engagement with diverse artists and 
audiences

 employ and develop NSW professional artists and arts/cultural 
workers.

 support best practice governance and financial management
 sustain arts and cultural organisations and infrastructure.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
organisations must:

 have a minimum annual income of $50,000 and have:
• received 2018 Program funding from Create NSW; or
• a history of three Arts/Create NSW grants – not including 

NSW Small Grants (Devolved) – in three of the last five years 
at the time of application

Local government authorities may submit one application for each 
eligible business unit. Income requirements are based on the 
annual income of each separate business unit.

What you can apply for
You can apply from $10,000 to $150,000.

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application should include:
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 activities and genuine engagement with at least one ACDP 
priority area (Page 15). The level of activity engaged in must be 
commensurate with the organisation’s scale and capacity. Create 
NSW strongly recommends that all organisations demonstrate 
an understanding of and/or engagement strategy with their 
relevant Aboriginal community or communities.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Friday 31 August 2018 for activities from  
1 January to 31 December 2019.

Assessment will include a second-stage consideration of 
recommendations with regard to available budget, ACDP priorities 
and the ecology of the sector.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL

This should include:
 a 2019 program of activities/services – provided as a table (see 

online application form)
 confirmation letters or letters of support related to your program 

(provided as one document), such as from partners, venues, key 
sector contacts or other funding agencies

 financial statements:
• if required by law to audit, your most recent audited financial 

statement
• if not required by law to audit, a Profit and Loss statement 

and Balance Sheet as at end of 2016/17 financial year or 2017 
calendar year, signed by the head of the organisation

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:

1 Artistic and Cultural Merit (Quality) which can be demonstrated 
as one or more of the following:
• clear artistic and/or cultural vision
• high quality artistic and/or cultural outcomes
• implementation of appropriate strategies for evaluating and 

measuring artistic/cultural merit and refining activities
• contribution and relevance to artform, cultural diversity, 

cultural practice or location
• artistic and/or cultural experience and expertise
• involvement of professional artists and/or arts/cultural 

practitioners.

2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
•  strategies for increasing audience/participant numbers 
• that the project will be widely accessible and reach a large 

audience    
• strategies for engaging the NSW community in arts and 

cultural activities as creators, participants and/or audiences
• depth of engagement with audience/participants, including 

participant and/or audience numbers
• activities in ACDP priority area/s
• inclusion and engagement of people reflecting NSW’s 

diversity
• relevance to target audience/participants, geographic area or 

community
• support and commitment of partners and/or communities
• public or community and/or social outcomes
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• maintenance, development or diversification of audiences 
and participants

• involvement and development of volunteers.

3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience and 

representing NSW’s diversity 
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable).

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
• income (cash or in-kind) from sources other than the NSW 

Government (this criterion is mandatory and must be 
demonstrated)

• value for money - realistic for scale and impact of activities
• appropriate use of the public funds requested
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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SERVICE ORGANISATIONS PROGRAM
This program supports organisations whose primary purpose is  
providing services to members of the arts and cultural sector in 
NSW. It aims to:

 deliver expertise, key services and critical functions to the NSW 
arts and cultural sector, particularly in ACDP priority areas

 build capacity through the delivery of programs and activities 
relevant to the NSW arts and cultural sector

 stimulate arts and cultural development across NSW, including 
through the delivery of small grants programs

 research, collect data and analyse emerging trends and issues in 
the arts and cultural sector

 provide timely and relevant advice and information to 
government and the sector.

Information regarding Multiyear Program funding will be available 
later in 2018.

WHO CAN APPLY

In addition to the general requirements for this funding category, 
organisations must:

 be dedicated to providing expertise, key services and critical 
functions to members of the arts and cultural sector in NSW

 demonstrate a central need within, and support from, the NSW 
arts and cultural sector for the services being provided.

Organisations predominantly developing, producing and 
presenting arts and cultural activities in NSW should apply through 
the Arts and Cultural Organisations category (see Page 95).

What you can apply for
There are no minimum or maximum funding limits for this category. 
However, you should review the funding recipients list on the 

?
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Create NSW website for an indication of the level of funding 
provided to successful applicants in previous rounds  
(create.nsw.gov.au).   

In addition to the general inclusions for this funding category, your 
application should include:

 activities and genuine engagement with at least one ACDP 
priority area (see Page 15). The level of activity engaged in must 
be commensurate with the organisation’s scale and capacity. 
Create NSW strongly recommends that all organisations 
demonstrate an understanding of and/or engagement strategy 
with their relevant Aboriginal community or communities.

Closing dates and timeframe
Applications will close Friday 31 August 2018 for activities from  
1 January to 31 December 2019.

Assessment will include a second-stage consideration of 
recommendations with regard to available budget, ACDP priorities 
and the ecology of the sector.
If successful, you will be required to:

 negotiate Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) with Create NSW
 attend meetings, biannually or as required, with Create NSW  

to report on your progress against agreed KPIs and outcomes.

REQUIRED SUPPORT MATERIAL
Please include:

 a 2019 program of activities/services – provided as a table (see 
application form)

 confirmation letters or letters of support (provided as one 
document) related to your program, such as from partners, 
venues, key sector contacts or other funding agencies

 letters or evidence of support from sector representatives, 
members and/or constituents

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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 financial statements:
• If required by law to audit, your most recent audited financial 

statement
• If not required by law to audit, a Profit and Loss statement 

and Balance Sheet as at end of 2016/17 financial year or  
2017 calendar year, signed by the head of the organisation.

Assessment criteria
Your application will be assessed against each of the following 
criteria:
1 Artform and Sector Development (Quality) ) which can be 

demonstrated as one or more of the following:
• delivering activities and/or services that are timely and 

relevant to the broader artform, discipline or cultural practice
• a high level of significance to the arts and/or cultural sector 

within the local region or state
• strong expertise and understanding of the range of issues 

within the organisation’s relevant area.

2 Engagement and Participation (Reach) which can be 
demonstrated as one or more of the following:
• good understanding of needs and expectations of the 

targeted NSW community and how to meet those needs 
through activities

• capacity-building within the arts and/or cultural sector in NSW
• collection of relevant data and consultation with targeted 

communities
• services for the arts and/or cultural sector at appropriate rates 

(where relevant)
• strong track record working with ACDP priority areas.

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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3 Viability (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• sound planning and effective use of resources
• achievable and realistic timelines and outcomes
• appropriate administration and management skills
• governing body with appropriate experience and 

representing NSW’s diversity 
• record of financial stability and capacity
• ongoing strategic partnerships including collaborations across 

the arts/cultural sector
• track record of, delivery on, and acquittal of Arts NSW/Create 

NSW funding (if applicable).

4 Budget (Health) which can be demonstrated as one or more of 
the following:
• detailed, comprehensive and accurate budgeting
• income (cash and in-kind) from sources other than  

Create NSW
• value for money - realistic for scale and impact of activities
• appropriate use of the public funds requested
• adequate provision for artist/creative fees (please refer to 

industry standards)
• provision for insurance and other liabilities.

grants for organisations grants for organisations
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grants for projectsgrants for organisationsMelody Angel, Byron Bay Blues Festival 2017. Image: Tao Jones
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WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED TO KNOW?

Create NSW may, at its sole discretion and at any stage of the 
funding application process, do all or any of the following:

 request additional information from an applicant
 change the closing date of a funding round
 change the scope of the requirements of these guidelines
 vary, amend (including by replacement) or terminate an 

application process
 reopen an application after the closing date, provided this 

would not provide an applicant with a material advantage over 
other applicants

 consider any non-conforming or late application.

Please check the Create NSW website for any updates on funding 
categories before submission (create.nsw.gov.au).  

information

i

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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REGIONS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS

To find your Local Government Area (required for applications), 
visit the Office of Local Government website (olg.nsw.gov.au/
find-my-council) and enter your details in the search box.

Choose from the regions below for the main place/s of activity. 
(Regions are based on Local Government Areas at the time of 
publication and may change).

REGION LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA
Central Coast Central Coast

Central West Bathurst Regional, Bland, Blayney, Cabonne, 
Cowra, Forbes, Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western 
Regional, Oberon, Orange, Parkes, Weddin

Far West Broken Hill, Central Darling

Hunter Cessnock, Dungog, Lake Macquarie, Maitland, 
Muswellbrook, Newcastle, Port Stephens, 
Singleton, Upper Hunter

Illawarra Kiama, Shellharbour, Shoalhaven, 
Wingecarribee, Wollongong

Mid-North Coast Bellingen, Clarence Valley, Coffs Harbour, 
Kempsey, Lord Howe, Mid-Coast, Nambucca, 
Port Macquarie-Hastings

Murray Albury, Balranald, Berrigan, Edward River, 
Federation, Greater Hume, Murray River, 
Wentworth

Murrumbidgee Carrathool, Coolamon, Cootamundra-
Gundagai, Griffith, Hay, Junee, Leeton, 
Lockhart, Murrumbidgee, Narrandera, Temora, 
Wagga Wagga

regions & local government areas
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North Western Bogan, Bourke, Brewarrina, Cobar, Coonamble, 
Dubbo Regional, Gilgandra, Narromine, 
Walgett, Warren, Warrumbungle

Northern Armidale Regional, Glen Innes, Gunnedah, 
Gwydir, Inverell, Liverpool Plains, Moree Plains, 
Narrabri, Tamworth Regional, Tenterfield, Uralla, 
Walcha

Richmond-Tweed Ballina, Byron, Kyogle, Lismore, Richmond 
Valley, Tweed

South Eastern Bega Valley, Eurobodalla, Goulburn- Mulwaree, 
Hilltops, Queanbeyan-Palerang, Snowy Monaro 
Regional, Snowy Valley, Upper Lachlan, Yass

Sydney (excluding 
Western Sydney)

Bayside, Burwood, Canada Bay, Georges 
River, Hornsby, Hunters Hill, Inner West, Ku-
ring-gai, Lane Cove, Mosman, North Sydney, 
Northern Beaches, Randwick, Ryde, Strathfield, 
Sutherland, Sydney City, Waverley, Willoughby, 
Woollahra

Western Sydney Blacktown, Blue Mountains, Camden, 
Campbelltown, Canterbury-Bankstown, 
Cumberland, Fairfield, Hawkesbury, Liverpool, 
City of Parramatta, Penrith, The Hills, 
Wollondilly

the following geographic definitions also apply:

Regional NSW Regional NSW includes the Central Coast, 
Hunter and Illawarra and is defined as the 
areas or regions outside of Sydney and 
Western Sydney.

Multi-region Refers to activity predominantly taking place in 
more than one region of NSW.

Interstate/
international

Refers to activity predominantly taking place 
outside of NSW.
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Kempsey Shire Council, Macleay River Fest, 2016. Image: Kempsey Shire Council
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Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person. A person of  
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent who identifies as an 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is accepted as such by the 
community in which they live or have lived.

Artforms. Artforms include dance, design, digital arts, history, 
Aboriginal arts and culture, literature, music, theatre, moving 
image, filmmaking, community arts, collections and cultural 
heritage, curatorial and the visual arts.

Artists with disability. Create NSW adopts the Social Model of 
disability, which distinguishes between a person’s impairment (the 
condition, illness or loss/lack of function) and disability (the barriers 
present in society). Such barriers are seen as the disabling factors 
that prevent or limit opportunities. Disability may be permanent or 
temporary and is often not visible. Mental health is included in this 
definition.

While deaf artists and arts/cultural workers may identify as culturally 
and linguistically diverse due to the use of Auslan (Australian Sign 
Language), Deaf and Hard of Hearing people are eligible to apply 
for the Disability Fellowship.

Culturally and linguistically diverse. Those who speak a language 
other than English (LOTE) – also referred to as people from non-
English speaking backgrounds (NESB) and people with culturally 
and linguistically diverse ancestries.

Award rates. Rates of pay prescribed by legally binding industrial 
awards and agreements. These are the rates organisations should 
be paying artists and creatives.
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In-kind support or contribution. Non-cash assistance such as services, 
voluntary labour, donated materials and equipment or products.

Not-for-profit / Non-profit. An organisation that does not operate 
for the profit or gain of individual members. The organisation can still 
make a surplus but this surplus must be used to carry out its purposes 
and not distributed to owners, members or other private individuals.

NSW resident. A person residing in NSW for at least 12 months prior 
to making an application.

Professional artist or arts/cultural worker. Must have a commitment 
to arts/cultural work as a major aspect of their working life, even if this 
work is not the main source of their income. The term professional 
is intended to indicate a degree of training, experience or manner 
of working that allows their work to be assessed against the highest 
practiced standards in their relevant artform or discipline.

Professional development. Skills and knowledge attained for both 
personal development and career advancement, encompassing all 
types of facilitated formal and informal learning opportunities.

Program. A series of activities delivered by professional artists and 
arts practitioners, defined by a strong artistic rationale or curatorial 
premise. It includes an organisation’s principal artistic program to be 
delivered over the term of the funding agreement.

Project. A one-off or time-limited activity or event with specific goals 
and conditions, defined responsibilities, a budget, planning, and 
specific start date and end date.
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Time-sensitive. For the purposes of this category, time-sensitive is 
considered to be:

• an opportunity that is only applicable for a short period of 
time, or

• confirmation has been provided to undertake an activity or 
opportunity at short notice or in a short turnaround/deadline.

Young people. People under 25 years of age, except for the 
Creative Leaders Fellowships, which are open to people aged 
18–25 years (inclusive).

Please check the Create NSW website for more definitions  
(create.nsw.gov.au). 

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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FEEDBACK
After you are advised of the outcome of your application you may 
ask for feedback from Create NSW.

An Assessment Meeting Report for each funding round is 
published on the Create NSW website following the notification of 
funding recommendations. The Report contains feedback from the 
panel that may assist you with future applications.

COMPLAINTS
Please check the Create NSW website for information about our 
complaints procedure (create.nsw.gov.au). 

CREATE NSW PRIVACY POLICY
Create NSW is required to comply with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act 1998.

Create NSW collects the minimum personal information required 
to enable us to contact applicants and to process and assess the 
merits of an application.

The information you provide is stored on a database that is only 
accessed by authorised staff and used for the purpose for which it 
was collected.

You must ensure that the people whose personal information you 
include in your application are told that Create NSW will be given 
that information and how it will be used.

For successful applications, information including the applicant’s 
name, the amount of funding provided and a brief description of 
the funded activity will be published on the Create NSW website.

http://www.create.nsw.gov.au
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GOVERNMENT INFORMATION 
PUBLIC ACCESS

Documents in the possession of Create NSW are subject to the 
provisions of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.

Under some circumstances, a copy of your application form and 
other material supplied by you may be released, subject to the 
deletion of exempt material, in a response made in accordance 
with the Act.

More information can be found at legislation.nsw.gov.au. 

INTERPRETING ASSISTANCE IN LANGUAGES  
OTHER THAN ENGLISH
Please contact Create NSW for assistance.

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au
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Sydney Writers’ Festival, Carriageworks 2018. Photo: Prudence Upton
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KEY TO SYMBOLS
For ease of use, these guidelines feature icons to highlight 
important information. The icons are found in tabs in the margins of 
each page, and symbolise the following:

the dollar sign is used to mark the beginning of a new fund 
section

the question mark highlights information on who can apply
 

the exclamation mark identifies important information

the document icon is used to highlight resources to be 
found, or information on required support material

the letter i identifies general information. 

SECTION HIGHLIGHTING
The guidelines also feature colour coded sections, so you can easily 
identify where you are and where you need to be. Section names 
are also featured at the bottom of each page for this purpose also.

createwithus 
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The Ironing Maidens Regional Laundromat Tour, Shiny Shiny Productions 2018. 
Photo: Dimitiri Melly Niotakis
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createwithusThe River at the End of the Road, HotHouse Theatre, 2018. Image: Ian Sutherland
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