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MORE MONEY FOR WESTERN SYDNEY ARTISTS TO 
CREATE 

 

Western Sydney artists will soon have more opportunities to access local work spaces 
through a new NSW Government program.  
  
The $350,000 Making Spaces program will provide the Western Sydney community with the 
opportunity to access grants of up to $60,000 each over two years to activate work spaces 
for artists.   
  
Minister for the Arts Troy Grant said the program has been established to assist local artists 
in accessing new facilities in their communities and encourage partnerships to develop new 
spaces including pop ups, studios and offices.  
  
“I want Western Sydney artists to embrace this new opportunity and start thinking about new 
and old spaces that can be transformed into ideal and innovative work zones,” Mr Grant 
said.  
  
“This funding can transform unused local council, art collective or community spaces such 
as shopping centres into a fantastic facility for local artists to use. 
  
“This new program will support locally-driven artist-run initiatives and cement the suburbs of 
Western Sydney as a creative hub.”  
  
Mr Grant said the NSW Government is committed to working with the art and cultural 
community in Western Sydney to see it thrive. 
  
“Western Sydney is a full of artistic talent and I want to see more local artists using their 
background and experiences to inspire their work,” Mr Grant said.  
  
“We have boosted funding for Western Sydney arts and culture by $7.5 million over four 
years, which has provided the region’s artists and art organisations with an almost fifty per 
cent investment increase in the first year of 2015.  
  
“I’m proud that our investment in Western Sydney is allowing local art organisations to 
expand in ways they haven’t been able to previously.”  
 
The President of the Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WSROC) and 
Blacktown City Mayor, Councillor Stephen Bali congratulated the NSW Government on the 
initiative. 
 
“For too long, the arts in Western Sydney has been overlooked by successive governments. 
 



“Programs like this will complement the existing arts residencies programs currently being 
run by the local councils of Western Sydney. 
 
“The Making Spaces program is a great idea and I look forward to watching the 
transformations take place. 
 
Artist in Residence in one of Blacktown’s transformation spaces, Nazanin Marshian said it’s 
quite a lonely life as an artist being in a studio doing your work, so it’s great to be part of a 
community where people can just walk past your door for a chat. 
 
“It’s important to not have the idea that everything is in the city, and if you’re not there, then 
you’re not part of the arts community,” Ms Marashian said. 
  
Other initiatives established by the NSW Liberals & Nationals Government to expand arts 
and culture in Western Sydney include a $50,000 Western Sydney Arts Fellowship,  
the Live and Local music festival program and commitment to relocate the Museum of 
Applied Arts and Sciences.  
  
Further information including application guidelines will be made available in January 2017.  
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