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CURATORS TO JOIN FIRST ABORIGINAL SOLO SHOW AT VENICE 
BIENNALE  

 
Two NSW curators have been awarded a professional development opportunity to 
support the exhibition of the celebrated artist Tracey Moffatt at the 57th Venice 
Biennale 2017.  
 
Sarah Gürich, curator at Bathurst Regional Art Gallery, will take up the position of 
Exhibition Team Leader, while Emily McDaniel, a former assistant curator at the Art 
Gallery of NSW, will work in the role of Aboriginal Emerging Curator. 
 
Minister for the Arts Troy Grant said the two positions, jointly supported by Arts NSW 
and the Australia Council for the Arts, will assist in the management and curatorial 
support of Ms Moffatt’s exhibition in Venice next May. 
 
“Tracey Moffatt is the first solo indigenous artist to represent Australia in Venice and 
this is an exciting research, networking and learning opportunity for two curators, 
working beside her at the world’s largest and most prestigious showcase of 
international art,” Mr Grant said.  
 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Leslie Williams said the two curators will  benefit by 
engaging with a wide range of contemporary art practice and potential new projects 
and collaborations overseas.  
 
“Wiradjuri woman Emily McDaniel last year curated the first public art commission for 
the Barangaroo precinct and has held a range of public program and education 
roles,” Mrs Williams said.  
 
“Sarah Gürich has over 11 years at Bathurst Gallery delivered an impressive range 
of exhibitions and before that as exhibitions manager at the Blue Mountains Cultural 
Centre. I wish them both well in Venice.”  
 
 

MEDIA:  
Jarrad Schwark  | Minister Grant | 0429 234 308  
Kathy Rankin | Minister Williams | 0413 363 431 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHIES  
 
Sarah Gürich (Exhibition Team Leader) 
 
Sarah Gürich has been the Curator at Bathurst Regional Art Gallery (BRAG) since 
2005. Sarah’s roles at BRAG include developing and delivering the Gallery’s highly 
respected program of exhibitions, and managing the celebrated Hill End Artists in 
Residence Program.  Recent curatorial projects include the Bathurst Possum Skin 
Cloak Project (2015), BRAG 200X200 (2015), Rosemary Valadon: A Sensual Life 
(2016), Mandy Martin: Home Ground (2016). Between curatorial roles at BRAG, 
Sarah was the inaugural Exhibitions Manager at the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre 
(2012- 2014) where she oversaw development of the new Blue Mountains City Art 
Gallery, and was instrumental in program and policy development, recruitment, and 
community engagement for the new Centre. 
 
Background of Position: 
 
The Exhibition Team Leader from NSW will take part in the professional 
development program for Tracey Moffatt at the 57th Venice Biennale 2017, curated 
by Natalie King with Commissioner Naomi Milgrom AO.  It is a leadership role, 
managing a team of volunteer exhibition attendants and the daily operations of 
Tracey Moffatt’s exhibition and the Australian pavilion during the Venice Biennale 
2017. The Exhibition Team Leader have the opportunity to further develop skills in 
gallery management, invigilation, education and administration. 
 
Emily McDaniel (Aboriginal Emerging Curator) 
 
Emily McDaniel is an independent curator and educator from the Kalari Clan of the 
Wiradjuri nation in Central New South Wales. In 2015 she curated the first public art 
commission for the Barangaroo precinct, with artists Esme Timbery and Jonathan 
Jones. She continues to engage with the site curating and commissioning temporary, 
corporate and residential projects. She is a former Assistant Curator of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander art at the Art Gallery of New South Wales and Aboriginal 
Emerging Curator for the 18th Biennale of Sydney. Emily has held numerous public 
programs and education roles at the Art Gallery of NSW, Museum of Contemporary 
Art and Object Gallery, with particular emphasis on outreach, access and Indigenous 
programs. In 2016 she participated in the Wesfarmers Indigenous Arts Leadership 
Program at the National Art Gallery of Australia. 

Background of Position: 

The Aboriginal Emerging Curator is supported to travel to Venice with the Australian 
contingent and participate in activities coordinated around the Vernissage, allowing 
them to network and connect with overseas peers, artists and organisations with a 
view to creating international networks and promoting contemporary Australian art. 
They will have access to the larger Australian and First Nations delegation to enrich 

networking opportunities and to the many forums and discussions around curatorial work in 
the international context. 

 

 



 
 

 


