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YOUNG REGIONAL ARTISTS TO SHINE WITH $10,000 
SCHOLARSHIPS  

Artistic regional youth are urged to apply now for the NSW Government’s $10,000 
individual scholarship program to foster the next generation of arts professionals.  
 
Deputy Premier and Minister for the Arts Troy Grant today opened the Young 
Regional Artist Scholarship program and encouraged people aged 18 to 25 to apply 
for the second year of the scheme that will invest $1 million over four years.  
 
“Last year recipients showcased the innovative and vibrant artistic talent of young 
people in regional NSW,” Mr Grant said.  
 
“I look forward to hearing first-hand from this year’s recipients how they will reach 
their career goals with this support.   
 
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is investing in artistic talent throughout 
regional NSW to ensure the community is supported with a diverse and thriving arts 
and cultural scene,” Mr Grant said.   
 
The program funds activities such as mentorships, internships, courses, training, 
national and international travel and creation of new work across all art forms 
including dance, design, digital arts, history, Aboriginal arts, literature, music, screen 
and visual arts. 

For the purpose of this scholarship program, regional NSW is defined as Local 
Government Areas outside the metropolitan areas and fringes of Sydney, Newcastle 
and Wollongong.  

The Young Regional Artist Scholarships program will see 100 scholarships valued at 
$10,000 each awarded over four years and 25 scholarships will be awarded in 2016.  

For further information and to apply visit: www.arts.nsw.gov.au  

MEDIA: Rachael Hayes | Deputy Premier | 0408 235 997 

Link to program information video: https://youtu.be/luozcZITFRc 

 ** Complete list of the 2015 scholarship recipients on page two **  

http://www.arts.nsw.gov.au/
https://youtu.be/luozcZITFRc


Adele Packer of Wagga Wagga: To research and understand the role of the maker within 
contemporary independent graphic design. This will include a series of professional 
development and research in Australia and New Zealand to attend design conferences, 
lettering/type workshops and studio visits. 
 
Loren Ryan of Tamworth: For a program to further Loren’s career in the Australian pop 
and mainstream music industry. Loren will create a video clip with local Aboriginal dancers 
and engage other promotion activities for her EP featuring songs in traditional language, 
Gamilaraay. 
 
Christopher Burton of Braidwood: A mentorship in processing programming and robotics 
to improve Christopher’s existing practice in Drawing and Print-Media. He will be mentored 
under Owen McFadzen from Copenhagen Institute of Interaction Design Copenhagen and 
develop an online learning platform for regional artists to pursue non-traditional art forms. 
 
Alice Markham of Wagga Wagga: For an arts residency in Melbourne to work alongside 
some of the leading stop motion animators in Australia, to cultivate a broader knowledge of 
the medium. Alice will conduct a variety of stop motion workshops for communities across 
the Riverina.  
 
Stephanie Sim Brummel of Glen Innes:  To engage with textile mentors at metropolitan 
and regional organisations to help with research and documentation of textiles from local 
museums in the region. This research will also be used to inspire Stephanie’s contemporary 
textile arts practice. 
 
Brook Kellehear-Smith of Dubbo:  To undertake a mentorship and workshops with leading 
landscape photographers in London and Iceland to develop technical skills. Brook will create 
a series of photographs to be exhibited locally.  
 
Freyja Hooper of Rosebank (Lismore): To attend Berklee in Boston, USA - an 
internationally renowned music school for an intensive performance program. Freyja will 
study the drums under world-class musicians and teachers through private lessons, 
instrument specific classes, ensemble and master classes. 
 
Michelle Ryan of Harwood (Clarence): To undertake a professional development program 
in opera singing and performing. This will include language classes and vocal technique 
lessons in Munich, Germany, stage experience with international professional directors and 
conductors and the chance to perform an operatic role in Salzburg, Austria with the 
American Vocal Academy and Orchestra. 
 
Billie Palin of Dubbo: For a series of intensive Musical Theatre workshops in London with 
West End on Demand and Performing Arts Abroad. The program involves rigorous training 
in dance, drama, and vocal and audition technique.  
 
Jarrod Takle of Albury: a 12-month performance skill program at the National Circus 
School in Montreal, Canada. The program will involve working with some of the world’s best 
circus coaches.  
 
Bethany Thornber of Corowa: Aboriginal arts and culture mentorship with artist Treahna 
Hamm. The mentorship will cover traditional Aboriginal art making and contemporary art 
practice.    
 
Jordan Bos of Coolamon:  Entering the Fold paper sculptures mentorship with artist and 
curator Sarah McEwan to develop a body of new sculptural work for a solo exhibition in a 
local gallery.    



 
Jacob Raupach of Wagga Wagga: a series of professional development and research 
trips in Australia and Europe to meet with artists, publishers and galleries and attend one 
of the world’s largest photobook festivals. The visits will lead to the production of an 
artist’s monograph.  

 
Rosslyn Wythes of Orange: professional dance development in Australia and Europe. 
The scholarship will include a mentorship with Dirtyfeet, workshops with Strut (Perth), 
Ted Stoffer (Brussels) and Shai Faran (Berlin) and company placements in Sweden and 
Germany.             

 
Claire Leske of Wagga Wagga: a dance project to develop and teach a cerebral 
approach to movement. The project will involve workshops, a mentorship and skill 
development with regional NSW dancers. 

 
James Farley of Wagga Wagga: an arts residency at Broken Hill Art Exchange to 
create works on Broken Hill’s environmental regeneration using experimental 
photography.  

 
Tullara Connors of Grafton: professional music development mentorships including 
working with some of Ireland’s best Tenor Banjo players.    

 
Zachariah Johnson of Albury: a professional artistic development program in circus 
and physical theatre. The program will include visiting circus schools in Europe and an 
internship with Circus Oz.   

 
Ashley Hansell of Dundee: a professional design development program to expand a 
fashion label and create workshops. The project will help develop a handmade fashion 
business in Glen Innes and provide workshops on making recycled wearable art.    

 
Amos Wilksch of Culcairn: a six-to-eight week residency at Sydney’s Belvoir St 
Theatre for the rehearsal and bump-in of a 2016 production, and dramaturgical support 
for a new work.  

 
Nathan Wood of Byron Bay: screen project A Timelapse Journey Through the NSW 
Wilderness. The project will involve time lapse photography and video of NSW national 
parks and wilderness areas.     

 
Connor Coman-Sargent of Dubbo: design and digital arts project Second Sojourn: 
Extending the Journey. The project will include travel to Berlin and Barcelona to attend 
workshops by internationally renowned photographers.           
 
Sophie Payten of Canowindra: a project to record and release a debut full length music 
album. Ms Payten will work with producer Ben McCarthy to make a folk/pop album with 
alternative and experimental elements.  

 
Matt Ortiz of Albury: a 12-month program that includes workshops, a mentorship and 
song writing and recording to create an EP album.   

 
Heidi Maree Francis of Dubbo: a project to record an original full-length album in the 
indie/pop genre. The album will be recorded at a local studio with all music written and 
played by Ms Francis and her band.         

 
 


