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Minister for the Arts, George Souris, today released an Arts NSW discussion paper as part of 
the consultation process regarding the development of the State’s first ever Arts and Cultural 
Policy.  
 
“The discussion paper proposes a compelling vision for the arts and cultural sector in NSW. I 
encourage any member of the community interested in helping to shape the NSW 
Government’s vision for the State’s arts and cultural sector to participate in the consultation 
process,” Mr Souris said. 
  
“The Arts and Cultural Policy will set a vision and 10-year strategy for the sector in NSW to 
maintain and enhance the important social and economic contribution it makes to our State. 
 
“NSW is already at the forefront of Australia’s arts and cultural activity, leading the country in 
cultural employment, screen production, and cultural tourism and this policy will build on these 
strengths.  
 
“The State’s arts and cultural sector directly and indirectly employs more than 176,000 people. 
This is around 36 per cent of the national cultural workforce and about 5.6 per cent of total 
NSW employment. 
 
“That’s why this Government has contributed $311 million to the Arts in the 2013-14 Budget, 
and why we are continually looking to improve our approach to this important sector.” 
  
Mr Souris said the discussion paper had been developed with the guidance of the five-
member Arts and Cultural Policy reference group appointed earlier this year. 
 
The Arts and Cultural Policy reference group is: Chris Freeland, Chair Sydney Film Festival, 
National Managing Partner, Baker & McKenzie; Professor Deborah Stevenson, University of 
Western Sydney; Scott Howie, Eastern Riverina Arts; Lisa Havilah, CEO, Carriageworks; and 
Ben Quilty, artist, 2011 Archibald Prize winner. 
 
The discussion paper, Framing the future: Developing an arts and cultural policy for NSW, is 
available from www.arts.nsw.gov.au/index.php/about-us/our-work/nsw-arts-and-cultural-
policy/.  
 
Feedback on the discussion paper can be provided to Arts NSW via the email address: 
acp@arts.nsw.gov.au.  
 
An online, Have Your Say forum has also been set up for comments 
at www.engage.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/nsw-acp; or follow the discussion on Twitter via 
#nswacp and @ArtsNSW.  
 
The consultation period for the Arts and Cultural Policy discussion paper closes on Friday 20 
December, 2013. Locations and dates for the face to face consultation forums in Sydney and 
regional NSW will be advertised on the Arts NSW website – www.arts.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Media contact: Hugh Cavill 0408 235 997 
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